OCTOBER 1981

E__ Wb - | - _ | | '“ 3 !T:. ﬁi = ":_?‘
I t a failsafe parachute for all I St
gAt dST..: branches of light aviation =% b

— story page 2.

-

Magazine of the British Hang Gliding Association

| One flew over the Solent

— three mile glide over open water, p21
Two flew
over the
Channel

— wearing kilts and playing
bagpipes! page 2.




NEWS®**NEWS***NEWS***NEWS***NEWS***NEWS***NEWS***NEWS***NEWS***NEWS***NEWS***NEWS

The life-saver!

Edited by Stan Abbott A NEW keel-mounted parachute —
Design — Stan Abbott and developed by Len Hull and Pete Best
Rob Mason of Sheffield HGC — could prove a life-

saver in all branches of light aviation.

Fublished in the second week of
each month. See page 31.

Please note!

First flight tests show
the chute — the product
of a year's work —
begins to deploy 0.2 sec-
onds after the pilot
activates the system and

sole possible back-up
option for the microlight
pilot, but also offers for
the first time a realistic
life-saver for sailplane
and light aircaft

New address and phone no. §ﬂﬂtfgﬁg . é?gx?{;}m after  crews, lowering aircraft
& ™ a ’ = %
for all Wings! editorial Alrcadi - Ton  hag ggggg;;igg%ﬂtﬂ safely to
correspondence — = - Secured worldwide The Skymaster will
72 Hartley Avenue, * ... patents for the SKky- retail at about £100 more
Leeds LS6 2LP g e, . master design mentione¢  than conventional
in September Wings!, chutes.

Tel. 446701
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Sorry x 3

| WARNED in August Wings! that the
September issue would be delayed a
week by my holidays. Other factors
outside my control delayed it still
further, for which apologies are
offered.

The magazines were held up at our
packagers who failed to meet agreed
turn-around times. | understand there
have since been personnel changes
affecting our contract and hopefully
this won't happen again. The Post
Office have been to blame for still
further delays to some copies.

[] L] []

Two gross errors on my part made
the September Crossword virtually
impossible for those few who even
got their copies before the cut-off
date for entries. Try again on page 31.

Boob of the month award, howevar,
is claimed by John Hudson of Mainair
Sports. The picture of a Mainair
Tri-flier in the ad on page 4 was in
fact a Hiway trike. A very ‘umble
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Len Hull, left, and Pete Best
reload the Skymaster chute,

which ensures descent
at half the rate of con-
ventional reserve
parachutes.

The pair claim Sky-
masler is not only the

* Cover picture by Steve
Thompson shows an air
test 350ft. over Mam Tor
in the Peak District.
Full report and more
pictures next month.

New towns and sponsorship

BAGPIPES AND BLERIOT!

THEY call it Scotland the
Brave — and you'd have to
be brave to fly the Channel
on a gloomy September day
to arrive — kilted and pink
kneed — before a boisterous

French reception
committee.
On September 168 Jim

Potts, 30, and his crewman
John Pilkington — both
from Kilmarnock — became

the first to fly a two.
seater trike across the
Channel.

Driving force behind the

venture were Jim's
sponsors — Irvine new
town Development Corp-

oration who spurred the pair
to make the crossing just as
English and French teams
;-I.:rere poised to beat them to

“They put the idea to
me,"”” said Jim, a powered
hang glider flier for over
three years and with
three years' straight hang
gliding under his belt before
“'Iﬂ-tu

“They wanted something

for their money — but my
mate couldn't even swim
and had only flown three
times before."

Jim was no stranger to
sea crossings having “‘done'’
the Irish Sea on a solo
flight two years ago.

The Channel route was the
exact reverse of that taken
by Louis Bleriot 80 years
back.

“We had a lot of bother
with the French authorities,”
said Jim. ‘“‘But eventually
they thought it was a good

John offers his apologies to Hiway! - ' {:ﬂﬁ I_m.ijf ﬁéﬁ#ﬁpﬂ
ea a c I e had to dash around and find
" come!"
ADVERTISERS

A “HUSH-HUSH" sponsored trike fly-in took place at...wait for ., ine 98y of the flight was

All advertising cop it — Newton Aycliffe. Sahewlohed amany several
MUS'_I' arrive h? ﬂ'lﬂ Pl-lhllihﬂg The scale of the event was miniscufe compared with the £25,000 ‘d‘,ﬁs ;Lriﬁ : mﬁrﬁ?
deadline, otherwise repeat deal-that-never-was earlier this year. cloudbase mﬂ} visibility
copy will be substituted. But the County Durham new lown's Development Corporation ¢ just two miles.

was well-pleased with the interest attracted and hopes are high the
fly-in could becorme a major annual event.

The idea sternmed from an approach by lan Wigget of the
corporation’s Estates Department to pifot Peter Hargreaves, of

Advertisers should ensure that
their copy conforms to the |
Trade Descriptions Act and

Jim spent the first ten
minutes travelling a mile
and half dodging round the

i || Aycliffe, whose European record-breaking flight last year first fired clouds  before  climbing
1;"“ Ia:: of “h?;' P:?iﬂ&m interest in hang gliding sponsorship. above them to 1,500ft. and
EﬂITﬂH'SmﬂHIEEH ION | The fly-in was part of an Aycliffe on Wheels weekend where flying by compass.

companies on the town's industrial estate staged a wide variety
of events and attracted good crowds.

Original organisers were Pete Hargreaves and Dales Club member
Jim Brown but organisation was handed over to Hornet

?:f.-'r::r'ﬂf{grhrs of Bradford when the date clashed with the League
inal.

The Chargus T230 was
equipped with metal strips
s0 Manston radar could
follow its progress.

“I flew for 45 minutes
without seeing anything and

|
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In your October Wings!

Airmail, page 8 |

European comps, 9 |

Interview with serious accident Farticipation was by invitation, with fliers drawn from the North then suddenly there was
victim Gary Phillips, 10 East and Yorkshire. . Calais right in front of us —
Power, 12.13 Filots were paid £15 expenses by the corporation and sponsors, we landed at the hoverport
Clubman's Mere, 1518 | printers M.L. Scott who also gave each pilot a digital clock. by Bleriot Plage.” rpo

But the event was also a “shop window"™ giving pilots a chance
to “sell” their sponsorship potential to focal firms.

Mr. Wigget described the weekend as “very much a success”
and said it had been a useful “bridge-building” exercise.

“It would be nice — on the basis that there is nothing formal
arranged for these people — if we can jump in on the ground
floor and organise something, " he said.

“I think it's important for the triking community. "

XC League, 20-21

Women and hang gliding debate, 22-23
Good Old Days, 25

Drogue chutes, 27

Hot gossip from Hermes, I
messenger of the hang gliding gods, 29
Prize competitions, 31

Flight time for the cross-

ing in unfavourable condit-
ions was 50 minutes -
compared with Bleriot's 39
= with flying speeds of up
to S0mph.

Front page picture shows James, left,

and Johnr

Report and picture, page 13.




Johnny’'s amazing
month!

September began for
Johnny Carr with a superb
53-mile XC which made him
King at Clubman’s Mere.

Then — already selected
for the British team for this
month’s world championships
— he gave himself the best
possible send-off at the
Abergavenny League when
he pipped them all to become

WBRITISH

By Derek Evans

BHGA Competitions Chairman

AT very short notice Chris
Johnson “volunteered™ to set
up and run the League Final
in the Abergavenny area.

And with considerable help from
his wife Alison, Ewart Jones,
Martin Hann and John Ievers, the
stage was set for a fascinating

battle for the League Champion-
ship.

Many thanks to you five for making it

all possible —
again.

It was fascinating because only 100 points
separated the top six pilots at the outset
and only 200 points covered the top thirteen.
Would Graham Hobson hang on to his
slender 20 point lead over Johnny Carr
or would the dashing Andrew Wilson
surprise them both with his first League?

I hope you will host us

Pictures by

Mark Junak

Graham Hobson has flown brilliantly this
yvear following his individual success in the
1980 American Cup — he has won two
Leagues, been runner-up in another but did
notl take part in the Lakes League,

In missing that meeting he then had to
fly in lower seeding groups until the fourth
task of the Pennines meet he got into the
top five.

GLIDING
CHAMP

HANG

He then came up against Johnny and
Graham won that heat!

Johnny on the other hand had been
there or thereabouts all season, third in
the Lakes, second in the Dales and has
always been up amongst the leading pilots
after the North Yorks meeting. Similarly
Andrew Wilson has always been in the top
two heats without winning an individual
League. His brilliant sixth position in
Owen's Valley at the first attempt would
surely boost him for this LEE.E‘LIE Final.

But what of Bob Calvert? — what did
he have in mind, lurking down there at
sixth place exactly 100 points behind the
leader! He came armed with a large
Alrwave Comet, a ton of ballast, a book
full of theories and enough determination
to dispose of all five above him. The
positions at the start were as follows: —

1. Hobson, 1115 (Demon); 2. Carr 1085
(Comet); 3. Wilson 1048 (Comet); 4. Bailey
1048 (Comet); 5. Freeman 1023 (Typhoon);
6. Calvert 1015 (Comet); 7. Slater 954
(Comet); 8. Hughes 988 (Comet); 8.
Harrison 947 (Demon); 10. Ellison 945

{Demon).
—ﬁ 3
Turn page




continued

If two tasks a day proved possible there
would be 600 points to go for and any one
of these aces had a chance of winning,
The first task in a three-day league is
always a wind-up and one almost had the
feeling that the first at Merthyr Common
would decide the entire Championship.
In the event it provided all the drama of
a Hitchcock thriller as a gusting cross wind
gathered strength and the heats went off on
a 2%-mile ridge race — only the marshals
enjoyed this one!

The first two heals got back safely
averaging 13/14 minutes flying time, with

Pete Hargreaves and Mark Southall

notching up 100 points apiece. Tony

Beresford won the next in 10.46 but

Graeme Baird had to turn back in the

rough conditions. Another pilot lost it and

: \ = ; A o & landed out and then the League leaders'

P Pr{a .o | o e e heat took off. The winner's time was

o : R < Ll - L+ 9.33 but disaster for Graham Hobson and

Robert Bailey — both were taking extra

- 't‘ chances close to the ridge in the rough,

e crossing wind and resulted in Graham's

” - . s kite being impaled on a tree and Robert
“ A iy WL being downed in the valley.

' ) ) - Zilch for each of them, and Johnny Carr

\ _ p leapt into the lead. Bob Calvert's heat

v : el LN followed and he lost two of his

Johnny Carr, left, and Andrew Wilson, téte-a-téte and still first and ?&W;:&t&t%mfr:ﬂm& [!ru;};yhegiﬁhizuﬁﬁ

second after two tasks Graham Slater.

Thankfully, Graham was not hurt but
his kite was a virtual write-off — in one
task the League Championship had been
blown wide open as Hobson and Baliley
slipped into 4th and 6th positions.

Michel Carnet recorded the fastest time
of 6.03 on the English version of the
American Comet aided by his now
infamous “French (hang point) Connec-
tion"'.

Retrieval problems delayed the start of

the second task and as the wind eased

Mark right off, we had to settle for the old
Silvester faithful of Duration and Spot. Johnny Carr
— placed and Andrew Wilson retained their first and

1Bth second positions but Ron Freeman on his

on Typhoon and Graham Slater had two very
his good wins and slipped into third and fifth,

Sabre making a neat, but unsavoury, sandwich

of Bob Calvert.

Tony Beresford on his Demon had
another win, narrowly beating Chris
Johnson, and ended the day leading the
field for the Abergavenny trophy. John
Duncker very generously lent his large
Demon to Graham Hobson but poor
Graham was not at home on the borrowed
kite and he dropped to sixth position,
102 points behind the leader.

2y

Saturday’'s weather was a little kinder
and in some light wind conditions we got
in another two tasks at Merthyr Common.
Still only 10 points separated the top six
pilots — Carr, Wilson, Freeman, Calvert,
Slater and Hobson in that order — and a
good win for Johnny Carr in a Speed
Range and Spot task took him into a
comfortable 87 point lead. Bob Calvert
took over second place, and Tony
Beresford continued to lead the competition
for the Abergavenny Trophy.

Task four was a beauty, for some.
Thermals were popping by early afternoon
but not with any great regularity so the
pilots were asked to fly straight out into
the valley, timed from take-off, where they
passed through a ‘'gate’'. Maximum
duration was then the aim with a 30-
minute limit to touch down but, during that
period, they had the option of going
cross-country, minimum 10Ks to score.

The XC result took precedence over
the duration task which meant that if only



Above and below... Michael
—Carnet — 4th at Abergavenny —
demonstrates his “low drag” flying
profile

Bob Calvert — switching to a Comet after his poor showing in the Pennine League

Of Scots, scotch

and scotched!

one got away he would win the 100 points.
If you were still in the air after 30-minutes,
you had to go XC or you had blown
it and zilched!

In the event, only six were able to go
for it, two of whom failed to do the
minimum 10Ks and four others zero-ed
out by taking more than the maximum
30-minutes to get down.

It was great to see Chris Johnson on
his home patch do a superb 43.5K flight
with Sandy Fairgrieve not far behind,
and I am sure even the most hardened
competitor did not begrudge our over-
worked league organiser this successful
flight.

Duration times varied from five minutes
to over 30 so nothing was certain and
Andrew Wilson took over second spot by
winning the aces group with a margin of
15-minutes! Tony Hughes blobbed out in
the second group and his 100 points took
him into the top five for the first time
in the weekend — third place.

Johnny's lead had shortened to 68 points
and a new name was emerging in the fight
for the secondary competition, the Aber-
gavenny League Trophy. Donny Carson
from Inverness had started snapping at
Tony Beresford's heels, aided and abetted
no doubt, by his ‘'team manager'' Charlie
Mac-something-or-other.

What a great pair those two are — I
hope they keep coming back for more.

Saturday evening usually sees a
continuation of the competition in one form
or another and this one was no exception.
Chris Johnson had laid on a party at the
Lamb and Flag and it soon became clear
who was not in contention for the League
Championship!

An ugly rumour suggested it was Audrey
Evans who started frisbee-ing the beer
mats, but I'm sure it was really another
of those failed Scottish rebellions.

As the evening drew on, most seemed to
have persuaded themselves that there was
a beneficial relationship between beer,
ballast and speed runs.

Sunday dawned bright and clear, for
some, and a it was Merthyr Common
for the final deciding tasks.

Calm conditions at the start meant a
duration and spot competition with a 15-
minute maximum, the nearest flight time
to the maximum being the winner — no
penalty this time for exceeding the 15.-
minutes.. Nothing was moving in the
valley for the first six heats and only a
few seconds separated the competitors’
times.

Tony Beresford slipped up with a fourth
place and Donny, the flying Scotsman,
overtook him with a good second to take
the lead for the League Final Competition.
This comparatively serene task then
exploded as a vast cu-nim came through
for the benefit of the last two heats.

John Fennell sailed over the marshals’
heads shouting ''Oh dear' or something,
as he yawed in the downdraught and then
proceeded to wop his heat and thus secure
his position in the League for another year.

The last heat to go was the leading
group — Carr, Wilson, Hughes, Calvert
and Slater — and what a spectacle it was!
Johnny and Graham somehow just missed
the best of the lift and it was then a
three-cornered fight at cloudbase, up
among the wispies as Charlie would say, in
the driving rain.

15-minutes was easily attained but great
skill would be needed in getting down in
those conditions in the closest time to the
15-minute deadline. It was the Old Master
who eventually triumphed putting his
Comet down only three seconds adrift with
Tony Hughes and Andew Wilson only 14
and 48 seconds away respectively. Bob
Calvert was making his "'charge’’ and had
slipped into third place, 22 points behind
Andrew Wilson and 63 behind Johnny.

And so, into the final task of the 1981
League Championship. The wind was
blowing alternately 15 to 20mph during
this task, off to the north a few degrees,
and a race down the ridge was therefore
set — outward bound, with the wind, would
be easy but coming back was the problem
a8 the Finishing Line had to be crossed
above ridge level. Some heats were asked
to cover the run twice, depending on
conditions, to make it more meaningful
and great skill was needed by all in judging
the line to take on a very uneven ridge,

Turn page a
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& Handling

Test Flight Today,

Phone AIRWAVE

GLIDERS 0983 295576

Auld Lang Syne...

the speed to fly at and, therefore, the
height to maintain above the hill.

The battle for the Abergavenny League
Trophy was settled in the first seven heais
when Donny Carson won his group by
15 seconds over two runs of the course and
Tony Beresford looked a probable second
45 seconds behind.

Michel Carnet had finished strongly with
200 points from the last two tasks, staking
a place in the top ten and Dick Brown, on
his new Typhoon, had his fingers crossed
for 10th place. We saved the leading heat
until last to savour the wind up for as long
as possible and then asked them to fly
the course three times in each direction,
about 4.8 miles in all. At takeoff, and
ballasted to the eyebrows, their positions
were Carr 1424, Wilson 1383, Calvert 1361,
Hughes 1350, Slater 1324,

What an amazingly close finish after
effectively 25 tasks — if Johnny finished
the course for a minimum 20 any one of
the next three could win.

They took off about 30 seconds apart
and there seemed to be little between them
in the air — Johnny had some *“steering’’
problems going flat out, and almost lost
it in the rought stuff at the far end, but
at last it was over. Just sixteen seconds
separated the top four: Slater 10mins 4 secs,
Calvert 10 mins 9 secs, Carr 10 mins 17 secs,
Hughes 10 mins 20 secs, Wilson 10 mins
36 secs.

Johnny Carr had won the coveted
Alvin Russell Trophy from the holder Bob
Calvert by 43 points. Congratulations
Johnny on a great season — a very worthy
Champion! Commiserations to Graham
Hobson who finished the season on a
borrowed kite.

The Mainair Sports Trophy was awarded
to the highest placed “newcomer’ to the
League — Andrew Wilson, and the Ulira
sports Trophy for the most-improved pilot,
year on year, went to Ron Freeman.

Alongside the men this year, three
women have been battling away against
each other, flying the same tasks as the
blokes, and they finally called it a day in
the following positions: — Jenny Ganderton
1502 points, Natalie Wilson 1189, Judi Leden
1076.

Well done! — let's hope a few more join
you next year and/or you can qualify in
the XC League for a place in the National
League.

The Old Master's final performance in
the 1881 League cannot pass without
mention — we asked Bob Calvert as the
outgoing Champion to present the trophies
to this year's winners and the
result was hilarious. Only a peaked cap
was needed to complete the Norman

Wisdom image — what a comedian! His
solo muppet show with the Cups was a
great finale and had us all in tears. Bob,

you are on my jobs list for next year!

Watching the heats go off

.
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Results
Abergavenny top ten

Donny Carson

Tony Bareatord Damaon
Graham Slatar Comat
Bob Clavert Comat
Michal Carnat Comat
Tony Hughas Comat
Graham Laason Typhoon
Johnny Carr Comat
Travor Birkback Typhoon
Johin Hudson Duarricen
Final table
Johnny Carr Comat
Bob Calvert Comat
Graham Slater Comat
Androw Wilson Comat
Tony Hughes Comat
Graham Hobson Damon
Michal Carnat Comat
Ronnia Fraaman Typhoon
Aob Bailay Comat
Dick Brown Typhaon
Lastar Crusa Typhoon
Chris Ellison Comat
Graham Laason Typhoon
Travor Birkbeck Typhoon
John Hudson Damaon
Mike Macmillan Comat
Boh Harrison Daman
Mark Silvastar Sabra
Patar Hargraaves Comat
Kaith Raynolds Lightning
Danny Carson
JohnStirk Typhoon
Tany Barssford Damon
Jahn Morth Damon
Chris Jahnson Dramon
Steve Goad Lightning
Sandy Fairgrieva Typhoon
Richard lddon Typhoon
Mark Southall Typhoon
Mika Atkinson Typhoan
Jim Brown Sabra
Mick Mahar Lightning
Pater Harvay
Lan Hull
Gaoff Ball Saalandar
Roy Richards Darmon
John Fannall Typhoon
Brian Milton Typhoomn
¥ L
Relegated
Graama Baird Typhoon
Calin Lark Damon
Kaith Cockroft
Bob England Damon
Mick Pollard Damon
Jahn Dunckear Daman
Andrawe Hill
Jaramy Fack Damon
Gaoff Snapa Damon

Brian Edmeoados

Women's final League positions

Janny Ganderton Typhoon
Matalia Wilson Comet
udi Ladan Storm
Ann Maclean Atlas
Sue Seymour

GRRBRERS

387

#

1
1108

1061
1061

1013

1502
1189
1076
3105

132
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Beach landings
and the law

Landing on crowded beaches could bring
pilots in breach of air law.

This is the view of the Civil Aviation
Authority following a complaint from a
member of the public “narrowly missed"
by a glider landing at Chideock, West
Dorset.

At question is whether much-used
beaches fall under the definition of
“congested areas’ where aircraft can
not fly lower than 1,500ft.
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ohn irk —
the first pilol fo
gain  his Della
Silver in Britain
.and all on one
flight — was
presented with
his award by
Dales Club Chair-
man Noel
Whittall. John
Julfilled all three
requiremenis —
duration, allilude
gain and distance
— on his Euro-
\';li pean record
= =~ breaking flight
from Hawes to
Hawick in April.

John's belta

LATEST
Fatal crash

An 18-year-old trainee pilot
was killed in an accident at
the IBIS South Wales Hang
Gliding School when he
impacted with the hill side.

He was Andrew Redfern, from
Sheffield. A full investigation
involving Fatal Accident Invest-
igator John Hunter and Training
Officer Bob Harrison is under
way.

This is the second fatal this
year and the first ever of a
pre-P1 pupil at a school.

Milton
for US?

Former Wings! Editor and
Competitions Chairman Brian
Milton — dismissed by BHGA
Council after the loss of the
Newton Aycliffe sponsorship
deal — is reportedly considering
an offer to work for the United
States Hang Gliding Association.

Danger

Bewara — all Simond 10mm
oval Spelo 1500Kg Karabiners
have been withdrawn after
breakages in use by potholers.
They are marketed by Lyon
Ladders, of Dent, Cumbria

gliding's

The
Oectober
Newry

Molloy,

office,

FLIGHT | _ me 1w
BRIEFS

US Cup
for UK?

Competitions
man Derek Evans has
suggested Britain stage
the American Cup next
yvear as first move In
plans to alternate hang

competition
the countries. left

Next AGM

Annual
General Meeting of the
BHGA will be held on
March 21st, 1982,
Members and clubs are

requested to submit
formal resolutions/
proposals for the
meeting to the
Secretary by the end of
December. This is to

enable the printing in
Wings! of an agenda
with wvoting slips, in
advance of the meeting.

Mere theft

Three pilots ate grub
at a hotel in Mere and
without paying.

Chair-

premier
between

- - They know who the
II"Sh fll"lﬂl are...and so do I Pag
lrish League
final takes place on
245 in the
area, with
leading positions at
September 4 as follows:
1054, Rossiter,
601, Kirker 513.

Handbook

Copies of the BHGA's
new Instructors Hand-

book by Ann Welch and
Eohb Harrison are

available from Taunton
price £2.50

up quietly and save the
honour of the BHGA,
AND, make sure we're
welcome In Wiltshire
next vear.

Conference

There will be a
Delegates’ Conference
in early November at
Cranfield for school
proprietors, manu-
facturers and two
delegates from each

including postage. Club.

VERY NASTY ROTOR

SOUTH East

Wales HGC shaken and thought about

chairman Martin Hann has landing.

filed an airmiss report

“However 1 picked up

after a close call with a another thermal which took

helicopter.
about 1,5

Merthyr Common.

me up to 330" ATO, but

The incident happened only eight miles was

ATO at available!"

“He was flying straight
at me from the north west
and obviously hadn’'t seen
me.

“I did two highly banked
360s so that he did see me
and he turned smartly right
about 10 yards away. 1
was by this time heading
north hoping that the
turbulance wouldn't make
me use my parachute.

“Fortunately there was
none but 1 was badly

Avon call
the tune

Avon Club beat Thames
Valley in the traditional XC
duel — an ‘'‘out and out
go-for-it'' contest.

Conditions were poor,
with only one Thames flier
leaving the ridge to make
five miles. Four Avon
fliers claimed about a
dozen miles to take the
comp.

[ COMMENT
What's In
a name?

READERS may hawe noticed & change n policy on the
naming of accident victims under my editorship,

On the othe: hand, to judge by the goeneral lack of comment,
they may not. ..

However, a note to me from our Secretary, Chris Corston,
suggests that this i as good a time as any to spell out my
policy and the reasons for it

Chris — my fullest respect o him — points out that tho
non-publication of names of accident wvictms 5 a “long-
standing tradition’” in aviation circles.

“Disclosure of names discourages the reporting of accidants
grd can lead to the ridicule of those involved.™

It = mot Hghtly that | take the decision to break wath this
tradition, but | believe the arguments for doing s0 to be
owienwhiming,

L] L] []

A number of things are certain when a hang glding accident
takes place. One is that owr “dare-dewil” image ensures
disproportionate Press coverage of accidents.

The media in the bég wide word beyond cosy BHGA
citcles are not bound by polite aviation accident reporing
traditions.

Their bread-and-butter = twelling stones about PEOPLE
and people have names,

S0 you hava the crary situation in which accident wvictims'
namas — and often a lot mome — are revealed in the local and
national Préss while they remain strangely incogito in the
sport’'s own news publication,

It = interesting to note, too, that club newsletters — which
arg themselves awviation jourmnals — do not, by and large,
foliow the traditional code.

So should we publish just becauss they do? s that not a
negative reason for publishing names?

Well there are soma vary positive reasons (oo,

The all-important one is tha duty of Wings! 1o INFORM the
hang ghiding fraternity of events and naws in the spor, .

Suppase vou have just returned from o oleasant week s
flyinig a5 @ guest of the Bogshire Soaring Club. Yoo strike up
g close hilltop friemdship with a handiul of Bogshee MHers
and extend 8 warm imvitation for them to come up any teme and
try the magnificent flying to be had on your own Ridge
County sites,

You are alarmed and distressed 10 read in the next issus
of Wings! that a leading member of the Bogshire club is
seriously il in hospital after a downind landing. You wondar
whao it is but daren’t phone up the secretary to find out.. it
might after all have been him who crashed.

You have a right to know.

Names also lend credibility to accident repors. It is the
differance bebesen the credibility you would afford 1o a sigred
lEtter on an @mporant subgect dear o your heart and a
clandesting anonymows missive that casts aspersions and

and makis allegations without its author having the guts 1o put his
name to them

[] L] L]

Does having his-her name in print lead to the rdicule of
the individual mvolesd? This MAY be the case with 8 small
minorty of people. But who would not want to be big enough
to m-"?iluw thair prede and lat others bearn from their mistakes,
il A

And amyway, what 5 there 10 be ashamed about in hdwving
an accident? I | had ong | would positéely wanl my
name publshed — | would want the masimom symipatiy and e
wishes of my hang ghding inends.

To pose a ndiculous exampie. In this issue it s reported
that Graham Hobson wrote his glider off in the League final
after hitting a8 tree. According fo tradition, the report
should have said that “'a pilot™ hit a8 wee and finished the
League on a borowed glider — and readers swoubd newved
know just wiy the likely British champion slipped down the

totde at thi last burdle,
Stan Abbott




Dear Ed,
I must

the Northumbrians for

retaining the Club Shield

congratulate

alt Mere., As organiser
of MERE 81, I must also
take this opportunity to
thank those members
that did come forward
and offer assistance in
response to my request
in August WINGS!.

L] O O

The commenis I made
in that article to the
effect that, “The North-
umbrians were the only
team compeling
seriously”, were wmade
in the hope of creating
interest in  the event,
and competitiveness
befween clubs.

I wanted a successful

and reasonably well-
iattended event. Mere
was  successful  and

fairly well attended.

0 0O O

I apolagise for upsett-

ing an  oversensitive
Michael Mavin, from
Northumberland, with

my comments (see Sept-
ember letters, page 22).
Not only did Michael get
his facts wrong but he
unforgivably put them in
writing which leaves me
with no option but to put
the record straight. ..

“Dear Michael,

n answer lo
indirect questions
wrong statemenls,
a. I have flown a hang
glider.

b. I am not a member
of the Southern Hang
Gliding Club.

. I am not a Council
member,

d. I am impartial.

Your
vl

I am only a telephone
call away, (0235) 834033,
please ring me at any
time if you require any
further information or if
wou feel I ecan be of
any assistance to your
club.’

BHGA

Barry Blore
Principal Exec-
utive Officer.

8

Dear Stan,

I realise
reading Wings!
that Barry Blore
already has enough
work to do but
would like to
appeal, through the
magazine, for Barry
to allocate some of
his time to solving
the problem of the
equivalence of
English pilots’
licences with those
on the continent,
notably Germany.

I have just returned
from one year spent
working (and flying)

from

in Germany. I was
lucky to be *‘adopted"
by a friendly small club
near Cologne, and flew
all their sites regularly.
However, on visiting
larger clubs production
of licences is required,
and it is irritating to
have your licence down
graded to the status of
complete beginner and
only be allowed to fly
after a lot of argument.
The German licences
are Lernausweis,
A-schein and B-schein.
With Lernausweis you
can only fly with an
instructor present. Most
normal pilots have an
A-schein; about 20-25

per cent or so have a
B-schein, and the very

All letters should be sent to the Editor at

72 Hartley Avenue, Leeds LS8 2LP

and should be

signed and written CLEARLY on one side of the

paper only.

Dear Stan,

Measuring XCs

In two different places, in the Wings! July issue,
it was stated that Larry Tudor flew 181 miles on

July 7, 1881.

Tom Kreyche, who has become the expert on
measuring the length of hang glider flights in
Owens Valley, gathered the facts from Larry and

measured the distance.

It was 183, not 181.

Larry

has not applied to the FAI for an official record.

It is recognised that Wings! and my very good
Iriend John Hudson were given the 181 figure, and
they naturally passed it on, and are not to blame

for the error.

Is this another example of why pilots should carry
barographs and apply for official records, so that

distances ecan be

correctly?

measured

accurately and

I we measure them by adding pilot-claimed
straight line distances, between many segments of
one flight, the result will be a reduction in measur-
ing value, accuracy, and interest.

May I add that Wings! has improved remarkably
over the past year. Keep up the good work.

George Worthington
5024 Maynard St.
San Diego,
California 92122
fnote new address)
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ACHTUNG!

‘FLYING’
VERBOTEN

best sites are restricted
to B-schein only. The
Germans, in their
wisdom, have obviously

worked from the top
downwards, thus:
B-schein equals Pilot
Three, A-schein equals
FPilot Two, therefore
Lernausweis equals
Pilot One.

I have studied their

requirements for these
licences and 1 am
positive the comparison
should be: Pillot Three
does not exist (C-schein),
Pilot Two equals B-
schein, Pilot One equals
A-schein, student under

instrucation equals
Lernausweis.

Pilot Two require-
ments are closely
comparable with
B-schein requirements.

Pilot One has a slight
discrepancy with A-schein
as they require a written
test rather than a verbal

one.
We do not have a
learner's licence like
their Lernausweis

although perhaps that
might be an idea to go
with the temporary
membership and *I
have Flown'' certificate
ie. a Provisional Hang
Glider Pilot's licence
allowing people to fly
under supervision of an
instructor — if they
don't quite make a P1.

I realise that perhaps
all this will not seem
very important to most
pilots, but let them
tangle with the bureau-
cracy In Germany and
find how galling it would
he to be told that
P Two is not good
enough to fly the better
sites.

I would also like to
thank Barry for the
work he is doing on the
C of A recognition in
Germany and Austria —
it really does maltter
over there.

Paul Haines
aky surfers Club,
Portsmouth.

Barry says he would
be only too pleased to
take on this extra
responsibility and
attempt to solve this
problem. He requests
that any member with
relevant information or
constructive suggestions
contact him in writing
before October 31 — Ed.

Dear Sir,
I Was
disturbed by the Flight

somewhat

Report on  the Sea
Lander which appeared
in July Wings! and
would be grateful if
vou would allow me
space to comment on
some of the points made
by Mr. Jefferson.

1. I find no noticeable
increase in adverse yaw
associated with the Sea

Lander over other
gliders.
2. Pulling on speed

does not make the glider
more controlable, in fact
I have found it quicker
to turn when slowed
down a bit.

3. The co-ordination of
pitch/roll in 360s is very
straight especially one
with which the pilot is

unfamiliar, 1 consider
foolhardy.
3. 1 find the glider

more ready than most to
pull out of multiple 360s
with very litte weight
shift required. I there-
fore find it difficult to
believe Mr. Jefferson
managed to induce a
spiral dive.

6. If Mr. Jefferson
considers the Sea
Lander’'s sink rate to be
the same as the Atlas,
then should it not also be

very similar to a
Demon's?
7. Once one has

become familiar with
the glider it is very light
and responsive to fly
and in turbulant
conditions has the best
handling of any glider I
have flown.

I suspect not many
people outside the Avon
club know of Mr.
Jefferson or his ability
as a pilot, but when one
reads that he normally
flies a Midas E, which
has been out of
production for over
three years one wonders
how familiar he is with
modern machines.

Paul Henry,

Berkhamstead,

Herts

Many people ask why
Wings! does not carry
comprehensive flight
reports  — this letter

ilustrates just one of the
many problerns — Ed.
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All Abroad! for the continental gravy train...

BRITISH pilots

sampled

the continental

competition circuit this summer — some came

home

pockets bulding,

some laden with

silverware, and others just tanked-up with

whisky!

At Sansicario, Italy, BHGA Training Officer
Bob Harrison came seventh. JOHN FENNELL,
too, collected a prize, as he tells here.

The Italian mob

SANSICARIO is

purpose-built ski wllage
5,600" above sea level on
the slopes of Mount
Fraiteve in northern
Italy, near the French

border.

Its third annual hang gliding
competition was held from
20-23 August and attended by
40 pilots including Jenny
Ganderton, Bob  Harrison,
Graeme Baird and myself.

The remainder of the field
were Italian or Swiss. The
event was organised by Giorgio
Ferraris, a previous Italian
champion and a real nice guy.

It was planned to have two
days open XC and two days
time trial with a spot landing
for bonus points.

Take-off for all tasks was
from the peak of Mt. Fraiteve
(8,500" ASL) and excellent
organisation delivered gliders
and pilots to the launch point
via a ski-lift. During the
practice days, the management
of the complex provided a
vehicle and driver for the
British contingent
as the ski-lift was not opened
until the competition started.

On Thursday and Friday the
weather was clear and blue on
launch, although the wvalleys
around were filled with cloud,
and the XC tasks were run.

was apparent that
E.‘-i[JEr'lEI‘IEE of mountain flying
and the local geography were
distinct advantages bul even
s0, Bob Harrison emerged In
seventh place.

Less experienced pilots found
that staying up wasn't the
problem but on both days while
going for distance found
themselves in valleys offering
not only no thru' road but no
landing areas, which meant
flying back towards take-off for
a landing.

0 O O

An early favourite for the
competition, Davide, reached
13,000°ASL. — got iced up,
but clocked less than 10 Kms!

During the XC days several
pilots managed over 30Ks and
the eventual winner, Didier
Favre from Switzerland, set a
new site record of 4Tks. One
[talian pilot went down in trees
in one of the no-landing valleys
and was rescued by another
Italian who top landed and
climbed down. The Saturday
brought the weekend crowds
into the village and a timed
gpot landing event was called.
Landing in Sansicario was
interesting to say the least.

If wyou could ignore the
buildings, the trees, the ski-
lift towers and the 100' crane
(gulp!), and were used to

Take-off at

landing on a sloping field, then
you had no problem. There
was a sink-generating ravine
just short of the field and an
additional problem was that
there was only one possible
approach, whatever the wind
direction. The wvalley wasn't
working that day and typical
flight times were 12-13 minutes.

sunday brought a change
in conditions. Still basically
blue, but with much more
wind. On the mountain, it
was 18-22 mph and 60° off to the
right. The local pilots
indicated that conditions were
unsafe and after much
discussion via CB the
compeltition was called off with

the results up to Saturday night
being the final score.

However, throughout the
event there had been the offer
of a case of whiskey for the
pilot making the nearesl clean
landing in the field in Sansicario
and most of the pilots elected
to fly down for this prize.
There was a crosswind in the
field as well as on the mountain
and from the performance of
some early fliers, a lot of rough
air in between.

Sansicario,
pictured, centre, by Graeme Baird

Jenny Ganderton

The conditions persuaded
some pilots to derig but those
more accustomed to turbulence
had some of their best flying
of the competition. This final
event — won by myself — was
followed by a tremendous
presentation where it transpired
that everyone who had flown
had won something! The
trophies were magnificent with
the winner's cheque measuring
five feel by two feet and Bob
Harrison's seventh place cup
being nearly two feet high. The
whisky was pretty good as

well. |:| D D

After Favre, came Erminio

Bricoli, of Italy, then Marc
Burge, Switzerland.

Apparently next year's
upgraded comp could see
320,000 prize money and
national five-strong teams
from around the world.

The accommodation and

hospitality were of very high
standard.
For the pleasure of staying

there we paid about £10 per
day which included full board.

...wWhile over the border, in France...

IN the French Coupe des Orres —
with £800 prize money at stake —
British pilot Keith Cockroft came
second.

Winner was France’'s Gerand
Thevenot, while JOHN
DUNCKER - who wrote this
report — came sixth.

SITE of the comp. was a purpose built
ski station in the high alps called Les
Orres Pramouton. A lake bars the south
west direction, but all others are open for
XCs. The takeoff is reached by a two-stage
chairlift and you have to get on holding
your harness in one hand, glider in the
other and your vario between your teeth.
You find that the slogan ‘‘Have you
hugged your hang glider today' takes on
a whole new meaning. Take off is at
8, M) feet and the summits are another
900 feet above.

Thor threw thunder, lightning, terrential
rain, hail, snow and wind squalls down all

day Friday but it all cleared up for the
competition weekend. Cloudbase as we
know it in England as a fairly fixed thing
just did not exist. Clounds above the
peaks at 10,000 feet could suddenly form;
along with another cloud half way up the
mountain leaving you in bright obligue
sunshine with clouds above and below.

At take off on both days there was the
slightest breath of wind which flicked
around. Above the peaks, a strong north
wind was blowing (25mph) while in the
valley a 20mph wind from the SOUTH
blew in the landing field — rotor, wind
shear turbulance, convergence??

When we registered we were given a
map of the valley showing pylons around
the landing field and we were expecting
some kind of Mickey Mouse task. On
reaching the top we were told to “go for it"
— open distance. This was a surprise to
almost everyone and some pilots were
dressed in T-shirts and shorts!

After the first day Gerard Thevenot
was in the lead with 59K, Fouchier second
;rithﬁ 38K and Keith Cockroft third with
1.0,

I managed 25K and was totally
bewildered when 1 landed. Mountain flying
needs its own special brand of weather
lore which I have not yet acquired. Twice
I went to a ridge face expecting it to be into
wind and was hit by rotor. Each valley
has its own climate and when two or three
valleys intersect things are often wvery
rough indeed.

I remember clutching my parachute and
shouthing “Mummy’’. However as this
was followed by a 12,000 feet height gain
in convergence to reach 14,800 feet perhaps
it was not so bad after all.

On the second day conditions were not
s0 good and getting up and out of the first
valley was very difficult, about half of the
competitors only managed a glide down the
valley for a few Ks.

But Keith landed on the Italian frontier
at Isola, 51Ks — where was Thevenot?
The excitement was eleciric and French
honour was at stake.

It was a big one — but was it enough?
At first it seemed not; but when exact
landing points were established he got it
by 3Ks.
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towing accident.

yet he still yearns to fly.
BARRY BLORE writes:

South Wales.

career in power unit design.

Those of us who were at this year's
AGM and remained till the end, will
remember the sympathy and emotion that
Gary awakened when he haltingly spoke
to the meeting with great determination
and courage in an effort to get his
message across.

He had written several articles for
Wings! but had not been successful in
getting them published, due, I'm sure, to
the difficulty Gary is now experiencing
in communicating either verbally or in
writing.

B. Gary, in view of your aecident what
kind of a career are you seeking
now?

G. I still wish to become a mechanical
engineering designer and am working
towards completing my H.N.D. I also
want to fly again and have purchased
a self-assembly Mitchel Wing.

B. Are you experiencing any difficulty
assembling it?

G. Yes. 1 have spent nearly 400 hours

| on it so far and it is nowhere near

Bale-out |
at ten
grand

saves life

A YOUNG Spanish hang glider
pilot *‘baled-out’ at 10,000ft. after
his Atlas was sucked into a cu.
nimb,, reports skydiver Alan James.

He is said to have been only
lightly dresses and was in danger
of freezing to death as he climbed
into his A-frame, chipped the ice
from his carabiner and released,
carrying his altimeter.

He deployed his Bennett Mark 11
canopy al 3,000ft. and made a safe
landing. The glider was found more
or less intact two days later.

Now Gary is painfully trying to rebuild his &
life despite completely losing his memory —

Over the weekend of August 25-27 1979, a meet was held
at Little Snoring in Norfolk to demonstrate various methods
of tow launching hang gliders and exchange knowledge on the
subject. Gary Phillips had spent considerable time and effort
designing his system and was keen to show the results.

His accident happened while he demonstrated his system.
This article is not intended to investigate the cause of the
accident, which has already been reported on, but to give Gary
the opportunity to express his views and offer advice to fellow

fliers.
He is now 26, single, unemployed — due mainly to his
medical condition — and living with his parents in Tenby,

Before his accident he had almost completed
his H.N.D. in mechanical engineering and was hoping for a

It couldn’t happen to me

NEVER ignore the caution of other fliers. That &5
Is the advice of GARY PHILLIPS more than two W
years after suffering terible head injuries in a

complete. It took me 284 hours to get
a third of the way through.

B. When did you begin hang gliding?

G, 1976, my first hang glider was a Hiway

220 and I flew at Rhosili and other

local sites. In 18977 I bought a Falcon

IV which became my main mode of

air transport until my accident.

Are you self-taught or did you attend

a school?

G. I attended Mike Adam's IBIS School

for initial training and continued with
the school wuntil I obtained my

elementary certificate, equivilent to

todays Pilot 1.

When and why did you

interested in tow launching.

(. My first short tow launch hop on 150
line was in November 18976. The
reason for becoming interested was
due to my previous experience of
conventional gliding. I thought that
hang gliding would progress rapidly
in this area, especially in the flatlands,
and wanted 1o contribute to its
development. I believe that there will
always be a shortage of hang gliding
sites until we master the art of tow
launching as a method of getting
airborne.

B. How much tow launch experience had
you prior to your accident.

G. About 45 launches, my highest height
gain being 1040°

B. Was the system designed by vourself?

G. Designed and built by myself with the
assistance of previous knowledge and
experience.

B. According to my information, on the
day of the accident you were strongly
advised not to fly by other pilots.
In fact Roy Hill has stated that: *1]
now wish I had cut Gary's wires."

Gi. I disagree with the phrase “STRONGLY
ADVISED". I do admit, however, that
I was advised not to fly, but after
travelling 300 miles to demonstrate
my knowledge of tow launching I
declded to *"go for it"". '

B.

B. become
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(rary at home with “Beau the bear”

B. Is your present medical condition likely
to improve?

(. According to the doctors, ves. It will
be a very gradual process and could
take another 18 months to regain my
recall powers, i.e. memory.

B. Had you got personal insurance?

G. No. To be honest I did not consider

it necessary as I had few respon-

sibilities, no dependants and thought
tow launching was a reasonably safe
method of getting airborne.

To summarise Gary, in view of your

experience, what advice can you offer

fellow pilots?

I wish to make several points.

FIRSTLY —

fly within the manu- |

facturers’ recommended speed limits. |

Too fast can be as dangerous as too
slow. I now believe my accident
was caused by excess speed.
SECONDLY — in my opinion, personal
accident insurance cover is a must.
I am fortunate that I have no
responsibilities and live with my
parents. My potential earnings ability
in the short term is small. If I had
been insured the income would have
made my suffering more comfortable
eased some of my past, present
and future worries. I have much to
thank my parents for.

THIRDLY — 1 firmly believe that
manufacturers and the BHGA should
do all in their power, through the
airworthiness scheme, to make hang
gliding safer for all pilots. I blame
neither for my accident but have no
wish for others to suffer as I have
if it can be prevented.

FOURTHLY — ALWAYS, ALWAYS,
ALWAYS listen to advice from other
fliers and CONSIDER that advice
before making a decision.

B. Thank you Gary. 1 feel sure some of
our members will heed your advice.
Who knows, you may have just saved
a life.
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FLIGHT
BRIEFS

Carnet
trouble

Michel Carnet 1S
oeing reported to the
BHGA after an alleged
incident in which
forced fellow pilot
Vince Hallam to land at
Devil's Dyke by flying
close to him.

Tony Fuell, of the
southern Hang Gliding
Club claims to have
“"bopped'’ Carnet on the
nose after  another
incident when Michel,
who doesn’t like
=oldiers, allegedly
“buzzed” a pgroup of
them on the South
Downs.

-
ne

Lottery
winners

~ Winners of the
september 500 Club
lottery are as follows,
with prize money
totalling £138.50 and a

like amount for BHGA
funds:

P8, Coyme £55.40, P.B. Farley
£27. 70, P.H. Cranshaw 1385,
AM. Tawlor £8.31, DM,
Humphreys 692 DA Jordan
i.52, C W [ark £5.5§ AJ
Wiseman £3.54, P.R. Kurylo
£5.16, M.3. Southall £§.16.

Ron’'s
comp

Ronnie Freeman was
comfortable winner of
the Northumbria Club
competition which was

a time and precision
event in the Cheviots.
second Was Alan

Christie and third John
Wallis.

Transport of
-delight!

WOULD

SHOCK

ABSORBERS

SAVE LIVES?

DID Otto Lilienthal pioneer
a life-saving shock absorber
nearly a century before
today's high technology
super ships?

This is the question posed
in a letter to the Australian
hang gliding magazine, Sky
Sailor.

The writer, Steve Cooper,
states:

““As a spectator, I have
noticed the frequency of
hard landings, notices ot
death and bad injuries, and
in cases where there was no
real injury, severe damage
to gliders.

“In this regard, I have
wondered why (o my
limited knowledge) no-one
seems to have revived Otto
Lilienthal's shock absorber.

“You will remember that
it saved his life in 1895 from
a 65ft. vertical dive into a
field, and that he was killed
in a fall when he didn't
have the shock absorber
incorporated.

“The new thing about
such a device is that modern
technology, wusing plastic
and carbon fibres, could
provide an even better and
perhaps lighter absorber
than uncle Otto’s.

“It could have a very
simple form, and attached
to the leading edge and/or
A-frame would add very

little weight and
resistance.”’
Anyone interested in

working on such an idea?

LONELY flier Stan Moodie likes to

let his bike take the strain.

The 175 Yamaha trials machine makes
light work of the 1,000ft. Drynoch Hill
above Stan’'s farm in Sutherland where he
claims to have been the only resident
flier for years.

Z) L 2

Now he has sparked an interast from the
local vet but still extends an open invitation
to visiting fliers to the 5.000-acre farm,
where trials bikes are the shepherds stock-
in-trade.

“l regularly use this ridiculous-lookin
outfit to get me Lightning 195 up Drynoc
Hill,”" said Stan.

“It takes about 20 minutes and | try to
get a young lad to come with me on
the bike and he takes it back down

“So | arrive at the top quite fresh, and
being the wrong side of 50, this appeals

to me!”
O O

Stan is Pilot Two, "self-taught” and began
flying in 1977. He is a member of the
Inverness Osprey Club and flies with them
as well as the RAF Moray Eagles.

Mambers of both clubs visit Stan in
August when they put on a show for
the local Golspie Gala.

Stan’s novel wheels make for easy
carrying even without the bike. Can anyone
better his "“transport of delight”. Edgar
Jessop, perhaps?

Services do battle again

The second Army Hang Gliding

Championships take place
October 1518 in the Abe

area, courtesy of the Mid-
Wales HGC.

The competitors assemble at
the Bay Hotel, Aberystwyth on
the 15th and the competition
flying starts on the 16th.

The area offers exciting hang
gliding in all wind directions,
including a progression back
over four parallel ridges, on to
Cader Idris (2000ft.) and

cliff run from Aberystwyth to
Aberaeron and back.

The same weekend sees the
Castrol Car Rally in the town,
s0 in the event of non-fl
weather, there will still be
some exciting entertainment.

There will be flying tasks to
suit all abilities, from student
to expert and will include an
Open Cross-Country during the
whole three days, the Timed
Precision task, min sink, roll
rate and speed tasks too.

The following prizes are

Bowl and Tankard — Winner
and Runner-up Army
Championships, the
NATOCARS of BRIDGEWATER
Trophy — Overall Winner and
Runner-up, best guest pilot and
runner-up, 1st, 2nd and 3rd
Student Pilot, 1st, 2nd and
ard P1 Pilot, 1st, 2nd and 3rd
P2 Pilot.

Last year's Army Champion,
Overall Winner and Best P2
FPilot, Maj R. Macdonald RE,
will be defending his titles and

will be defending theirs.

All the trophies will be open
to all competitors regardless of
their service, (what about
civvies? Ed) except the
Rhine Area Rose Bowl which is
open to Army pilots only. The
results from the best four pilots
from each service will count
towards the Team Competition.

ruruer details will be sent
lo entrants on receipt of their
£4 entry fee at AHGC, Senny-
bridge Camp, Nr Brecon,

beyond. There is also a 26-mile offered: the Rhine Area Rose the winning team — the RAF — Pu“a. LD3 8PN.
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Special Introductory Offers

HORNET TRIKE. . ....... £895.0
HORNET SUPER TRIKE WITH
‘NIMROD’ WINGS. . .... £1,798%

(NIMROD® WINGS TESTED TO 6G WITH TRIKE UNIT)

PROPELLORS (3 LAMINATE). ............ f65.0
TRIKE TRAILER

TOP QUALITY FLYING SUITS
THERMAL WELLIES. . . . £18s0c WHEELS

MOON BOOTS. .. ..... £10.= "B" BARS

PLUS...

@ LIGHTNING MICROLIGHT ® PARACHUTES (Various)

® CRASH HELMETS ® HUNTAIR PANTHER UNIT

® GLOVES e NUTS & BOLTS @ WIRE @ HEAT SHRINK
@ FPIP PINS ® KARABINERS @ BUNGEES @ SWAGES @ TANGS

GOOD, FRIENDLY AND RELIABLE REPAIR AND BACK-UP
SERVICE FOR ALL REPUTABLE MAKES OF TRIKES

Hornet |\ 270l 500s

BANKFOOT MILLS  WIBSEY BANK  BRADFORD
(400 YDS. FROM ODSAL STADIUM OFF

MANCHESTER ROAD) TEL (0274) 308642
SHOWROOMS OPEN MON. TO SAT. (LATE NIGHT WED. TILL Spm)

Picture shows the Buckle-May spray gear fitted to a trike

Spray 1t with fliers!

FARMER Trevor Buckle-May was

quick to spot

the potential of microlights for slashing the cost

of aerial crop-spraying.

It took him a little longer to
track down a suitable micro-
light pilot to help develop his
ideas — ““A lot of them are
just like flying beatniks who
don't like getting up at 5am
like the farmer needs!'" he told
Wings!

Now — with help from Nick
Wrigley, designer of the Storm
Buggy — Mr. Buckle-May has
held a series of demonstrations
of his spray equipment in the
south of England.

And a demonstration for a
major chemical company was
due to be staged in Somerset
by pilot John Long — the man
who flew for the James Bond
film Moonraker — as Wings!
went to press.

Buzzards

take-off
In Wessex

THE Wessex powered hang
gliding club is in its “birth
throes", writes ADAM
JEFFERSON.

Interest in power is strong,
with several people regularly
flying trikes.

A new company called
Airbourne Lid. has been set up
by Malcolm Smith and Peter
Mounce to trade microlights
and give tuition to the new
BMAA pilot standard.

These people have a vested
interest in a strong club, so
I expect to see better
organisation in the near future.

A name for the club has not
been finalised, but the
“Wessex Buzzards' has been
suggested as it has a nice ring
to it, and removes the word
“‘power"’ from the name.

The initial aims of the club
would be to coordinate
members, locate friendly
farmers (knowing that a route
has been flown before will add
to the confidence of a budding
microlight pilot), and meet in
a local pub to have a few
jars.

“It was received very well
by the farmers,' said Trevor,
51, from Godshill, Isle of Wight,
“A lot of them fly micro-
lights already and 1 tnink we
shall get some sales later on.”

Demonstrations were held
last month in sSomerset,
Dorset, Wiltshire, Kent and
Essex and were watched by
representatives of both the
Civil Aviation Authority and
the British Minimum Aircraft
Association.

The current licensing
position means farmers can
spray their own flelds, but can
not do it for commercial
reward.

About a dozen microlight
fliers also watched the demos.

Trevor reckons using micro-
lights can halve the cost of
crop-spraying while at the

same time improving its
accuracy.

Safety
Present costs wusing light

aircraft or helicopters are iIn
the £4-500 an hour range to
cover B0 acres. Storm Buggy
tests show B0 acres can easily
be covered In an hour for
£200.

And flying speed is cut from
90mph to 30mph, bringing
accuracy and safety benefits.

Normal payload is ten-acres
worth of chemical, or around
110lbs — well within safety
margins on a two-seater trike.

Trevor is himself awaiting
delivery of a two-seater
Chargus and will shortly be
learning to fly.
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Aycliffe ta Kkes « ff'

by Grayam Priestley,
of Hornet Microlights

ON the occasion of the “fly-in"" at the
Aycliffe Industrial Estate on Satarday and
Sunday, September 12-13, we witnessed a
display of very skilful flying.

Saturday was a bright sunny day, with
very little wind and lots of curious onlookers
who were treated to a continual display
of aerial ballet — with one notable
exception.. Noel Whittall, did a respectable
imitation of a Oomogooley bird on hot
bricks, but a guick stop at the pits soon
had him away in his usual style.

Lunchtime saw no respite, with at least
three units in the air throughout, ably
assisted by yours truly providing bright
and informative comment on the public
address. (The staff at Hornet Microlights
were asked at the last minute to organise
and marshall the event).

Camera
They flew on and on, much to the delight
of the rapidly expanding crowd and dare
I say enjoyment of the pilots!
Richard Wolfenden was seen flying his
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Hornet Nimrod “Black Widow'' rig to great
effect, with Len Gabriels and his contra-
rotating prop. dual wunit taking our
sponsor's secretary for a spin.

Brent and Peter (from the frozen north),
did some marathon flights and must have
used five gallons of fuel — “"Howay the
lads!™’

Tony Greenbank, Harry Unsworth and
Ken Wilson, all had a rat time and

dusk saw a gaggle of six rigs, all flying
in from the setting sun in a line across
the horizon, to provide plenty of camera
work as they landed by their caravan
accornmodation for the night (provided by
the organisers).

We were given the run of the sports
centre for amenities and inevitably ended
up in the bar for drinkies

Sunday saw the great British climate

doing its best to blow us out, but our
intrepid heroes were not to be denied.

The general consensus of opinion was
that the event was a great success and the
sponsor has asked us to arrange a repeat
— only bigger — next year.

Our thanks go to the sponsors, M.L. Scott
(colour printers) and all the participating
pilots for making it a memorable weekend.

Tri-flyer

e Soutr EAsT

MicroricaT CENTRE

surprise
market

MAINAIR Sports — long assembly kit with export
the biggest name in particularly in mind — is also
hang gliding stockists — appealing to manufacturers

The bits and thl!- Imx

themselves.
have found a surprise Said John Hudson, of Main-

new market for their air: ‘“We have been surprised
first major venture into &t the number of manufacturers

. . who are interested in buvin
the microlight field. thi Wit Prors Gu madid ¥ g

The new Tri-Flyer — it into a ready-to fly machine.
designed for sale as a self-

FOR ALL YOUR

FLYING NEEDS
-PARTS - RDVICE

OR //VWUC’T/WV

It allows the small
manufacturer — of which there
are a great number — to add
a trike to his range without
enormous work of getting
together the hundreds of small
pieces of equipment needed.

Big fines

Failure to register a micro-

light with the Civil Aviation
Authority renders the owner
liable to a fine of E150-£5,000,
as from October 1.

Meanwhile, the British
Minimum Aircraft Association
has introduced two standards
of pilot rating.

“*Although a trike looks a
simple piece of machinery, In
ours alone we have over 230
separate items."’

Mainair reckon the Tri-Flyer
with its 250cc Robin engine,
holds added attraction for the
DIY enthusiast. It retails at
under £800, including VAT.

0622 59878

oR 0303 69005
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Mere's here...

Photomontage — Tony Fuell

Once a year the BHGA lets its hair down and throws
a three-day fun event for members.
backing from the chap who controls the weather as the sun
smiled on the Northumbrians as they lifted the Club Shield

for the third successive time.
still its only holders.

tells:

SIGN OF THE TIMES No. 1
Chris Johnson is over 30. He has shaved
his moustache. ..

A SMALL boy came to our
tent as we were having break-
fast on the Saturday morning.

He was selling bumper stickers,
and one of them had a nice
picture of a hang glider with the

words ‘‘Mere’s Here!"

I fell in love with it immediately — with
its total, marvellous illogicality. Here?
Well, I know it's here — we're here too,
aren't we? On the back of my van?
[s Mere there? A million questions sprang
instantly to mind, and I bought one on
the spot.

It must have been a good thing to do.
because the 1981 Mere event turned out to
be a considerable success, and my ‘"Mere's
Here'' sticker will be a continual reminder
of a very good time.

This year the event took place in the
Rifle Range bowl, as the other field was
still mainly under crops. A small collection
of bent bullets was on display in the
BHGA tent, mute witnesses to the fate of
those who talked back to the Chief
Marshal...

The late Bob Wills, who attended the
very first BHGA event in 1975 said then
that despite its small size, the site was
good for a competition, as it made a nice
arena, where everyone could see whatl was
going on. [ get the feeling that he would
have approved of the 1881 event — the
weather was SO perfect this time.

I mean, if you were running a competition
which was basically a Mickey-Mouse
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You don’'t argue with the Lord Chief
Marshal!

downhill thing, PLUS an "Open XC'' task,
what you'd be praying for was the kind
of weather that allowed one or two
XCs to keep everyone's interest up, but which
was largely unsoarable, so that everyone
else was happy to get on with the downhill
events, and didn't want to go off free-
flving.
Well, of course, with Bob Mackay being
the Lord Chief Marshal, that was exactly
the weather we got. In order to make
ABSOLUTELY certain that this happy
state of affairs would continue, the BHGA's
Religious Affairs Sub-committee decided to
send up a burnt offering to intercede with
Big G on our behalf.

The choice fell on one Johnny Carr,
and he was duly positioned at 300ft over
a nice big stubble fire, from where he

This year saw full

Their hatrick leaves them
All this and more, as TONY FUELL

ascended into the heavens, to descend,
coughing and slightly sooty, some 53 miles
away, to tell us that it would be all right,
the good weather would continue...

Report, page 20.

SIGN OF THE TIMES No. 2:—
Jenny Ganderton came second in the
Knockout Distance event. She is under 30...

There were two competitions underway
most of the time, the evergreen L/D
knockout distance event, and the Timed
Precision event. I think that the
popularity of the L/D event stems largely
from the fact that most hang glider pilots
can actually understand this one — two
people clip into gliders at the top of the hill.

Below them is a nice long field.

They take off at more or less the same
time, and fly straight and level away from
the hill. The winner is the one who gets
the furthest. No tedious hassling over
scores, no complex in-flight decisions.

Even the most brain-damaged aviator
fand quite a few habitues of the Talbot
Hotel's bar were in this category on
Saturday morning) could get to grips with
L.

As it happened, the duelling became
quite intense at times, and given that,
in the first few rounds, you had to select
your own opponent, the owners of
uncompetitive machines were being
subjected to some unsubtle pleading from
“state-of-the-art'" pilots to fly against
them.

The inevitable happened, of course, and
the final consisted of three double-surface
CFX gliders, one Comet and two Typhoons.

The only surprise for the assembled
chauvinists was that one of the Typhoons
was flown by a woman, Jenny Ganderton,
who had flown steadily and consistently



and here...

Johnny
Carr
— chosen?

throughout the early rounds, and had won
through on sheer merit.

However, Michel Carnet, sporting a
“Sun, Sex and Soar' tee-shirt (I wonder
what he means by that?) eventually got
the better of her, and notched up his
first competition victory on his brand-new
Magic Airwave Comet II.

As he admitted at the prizegiving, he had
been helped considerably by the fact that
a careless free-flyer had top-landed on
Tony Hughes's glider, as he was lining up
for the semi-final. Bob Mackay was
forced to take the luckless wight to one
side and gently explain that when BHGA
said it was a knockout event, this did
not mean that hang gliding had become
a physical-contact sport!

Tony had to borrow a machine to make
his flight, and was obviously upset by the
whole experience. However, Tony didn't go
away empty-handed; being one of the only
two pilots to actually get away from the
hill, he took second-place to Johnny Carr
in the XC event, with a 24-mile flight on
the Friday.

Jenny
(Ganderton
= shock
for
chauvinists

SIGN OF THE TIMES No. 3
Northumbria won the Club Shield again.

They're MOSTLY under 30...

The Timed Precision event was a very
different kettle of fish from the KO's
simplicity. Ewven now, I'm not sure what
the rules were, I just remember it as
being blindingly complex.

But the main thing about this event was
the fact that it was the only one which
produced points for the BHGA Club Shield
— which has NEVER been won by anyone
except the Northumbria Club. After last
year, there were dark mutterings in the
SHGC that we couldn't let a lot of sheep-
shafting Geordies get away with it again,
and in 1981 we'd turn out a strong team.

Well, SHGC DID turn out a strong team...
I mean, Michel Carnet, Graham Slater,
Johnny Carr, Peter Day, me, there ought
to have been no contest.

But this is an event where teamwork
counts. And Northumbria put in the
teamwork, and they duly won, despite the
fact that they had no-one in the top three
places, which were taken by Graham
Deegan, Michel Carnet, and Johnny Carr.

In fact, not only did the Northumbria
‘A’ team win, but the Northumbria ‘B’
team did well too. Where were all the
other clubs? The only other teams 1
remember hearing about were Dunstable
and Dover and Folkstone; are you all going
to let the Newcastle Brownies get away
with it in 1982 as well? Shame on you!

The bog-rogs (Bog-Standard Rogallo
Hang Gliders to you, Virginia) had their
annual unwrapping. 1 took Mrs. Fuell
over to look at one, and we reminisced
happily for a while. About how you could
gel the entire SHGC underneath one when
it rained. About how light they were to
carry around. And how lethal they were
to fly, stuff like that.

But there's no fool like a bog-rog fool,
as they say, so down they duly went.
Actually I love bog-rogs, but you wouldn't
get me up in one now... Chief bog-rogger
{Boggrer?) was J. Porter.

Michel Carnet and THAT T-shirt

SIGN OF THE TIMES No. 4
NYYVAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA!!!!

Yes, lots of those trike things were ripping

apart the peace and quiet of the Wiltshire
countryside. Actually, to be fair, they
are MUCH better than they used to be,
but some genius had set up the trike take-
off area so that they all came more-or-less
over the tents at about 50 feet or so on
their climb-outs.

It didn't do much for my Sunday morning
hangover, I can tell you! However,
mastering my dislike for ‘‘things
mechanical', I scrounged a ride in one on
the Saturday, and found that the pace of
change in triking is, if anything, hotter
than that of hang gliding.

Mate a lightweight chassis, with lower
air-resistance to a reliable, powerful motor
unit, hang the lot on a CFX hang glider,
and you've got a VERY impressive little
set-up. And, what’'s more, with sufficient
power that you can throttle back and still
maintain both height and airspeed, they
are quite acceptably quiet. And, as Mike
Hurtley proved on both days, they can cover
the ground at a very respectable rate —
he walked away with the prize for the

trike race, having completed two triangles
at an average speed of over 50 mph.

Points to watch on future events — many
US organisers have given up running
events which depend on competitors
maintaining max. speed around a course,
it's too easy for people to get themselves
into situations where the ‘“‘never-exceed"
speed GETS exceeded.

Also, the general public were STILL
being allowed into the running-up area.
How long will it be before a kiddie gets
eaten by a prop? You tell me...

Well, Mere was here, and now it's gone.
Next year, hopefully Council will make
its decision to "'goforit"’ a bit earlier, so
that people can plan on being there —
attendance was down on previous years.
Next year, hopefully, the Rifle Range will
be available again, it made a big difference
having proper toilets... thanks to Jim
McMenemy, I think. It also made a big
difference having the campsite next to the
display area.

The Mere Carnival was fun, the Mere
people have obviously come to tolerate,
accept, maybe even welcome this horde of
tee-shirted weirdos which descends from
above every year to drink in their pubs,
dance in their streets and fly in their
skies... Big G has to have a mention for
the weather yet again. And modesty
forbids me mentioning the fact that after
six years of trying, I finally got a prize
at a BHGA event, even if it was only
for the Cartoon Caption comp...

See you next year.

(Glossary of terms... all references
to age are an in-joke among those
who went to Mere — if you don’t
get it, ring Bob McKay on 0792
— 813318, £d)

Results
Cross Country

1st J. Carr 53 miles

2nd A Hughes 22 miles
Distance K.O.

1st M. Carnet

2nd J. Ganderton

3rd P. Bowdon

Timed Precision Flight

1st G. Deegan B0 points

2nd M. Carnat 75 points

3rd J. Carr 70 points
The Club Shield

1st Northumbria 216 points

2nd Southern 188 points

3rd Sheffield 163 points
Bog Rog Trophy

1st J. Porter 25 points

2nd G. Drinkwall 20 points

Trike circuits

Triangle A Mike Hurtley
Triangle B Mike Hurtley

How we won the Cupl!
Turn page
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..and here

‘We came, we saw, and we conquere

by Lindy Turner

THE Northumbria Hang Gliding Club
came to Mere in 1981 determined to
show all clubs south of the Tyne

that our 1980 win was no fluke and
anyway the landlord at our head-
quarters — The Plough — on whose
wall the shield had hung for the past

two years — didn't want to redec-
orate.

Following our victory last year we have been
accused in some quarters of being arrogant
and aggressive. This simply is not true —
it's just that we know we're the best and
we'll fight anyone who disagrees.

Nine gliders, nine people, tents and
equipment (plus Alan Christie's overnight beer
supply, no small matter) were packed on and
into a crew bus for the eight hour drive to
Mere. This passed surprisingly quickly despite
the appalling singing, political diatribe and
general din emanating mainly from Paul Quin
in the back. He was to become know at
Mere as the Voice of Northumbria.

We arrived at 4am on the Friday (sorry
about the noise), had a few hours sleep and
at 10am set off up the hill for some pre-
competition practice.

There was virtually nil wind but the constant
sunshine provided lots of thermal activity which
all our team members skilfully managed to
avoid. By the end of the day, having watched
many other pilots skying out, our spirits were
very low.

A few gallons of Badger bitter at the Ship
Inn helped to change this negative attitude
and Saturday morning found us feeling rather
ill but determined as ever to win. Alan Christie
consumed an astonishing amount of bacon,
eggs, beans, tomatoes, slugs etc. and the rest
of us ate a more civilised breakfast, after
which we walked (slowly) across to look at
the task which was to be flown from the Rifle

Range Bowl.
L R

The usual fiendishly subtle Mere triangle
time precision task had been set by Bob Mackay.
It tests a pilot's flying skill, knowledge of
his/her glider's performance and judgement
of the weather conditions on the hill. The
time limit for completing the task was three
minutes and as few people, apart from the
Bog Rogs, seemed prepared to have a go,
we applied our massed brains (total 1IQ 14-)
to the task and initially got it completely
wrong, mistakenly thinking the ridge was just
soarable, so that our pilots took off early and
incurred massive time faults.

This wasn't too much of a disaster as the
rules permitted any number of attempts with
a five-point penalty for each successive try.
The spol proved easy for nonked landings, as
several League pilots demonstrated, but very
difficult to get for a 30 points stand-up score.

L] U L

Later in the afternoon the problems caused by
the buoyant alr over the field plus the ground
effect and the constantly shifting light wind
meant that points were hard to come by,
but of our ‘A' team, Paul Quin and Mike
Mavin actually got several line crossings and
and stand-up spot, scoring 66 and 59 points
respectively and with John Wallis gaining 0656
and Alan Christie also getting a respectable
score we had the lead in the team competition.

It was now becoming apparent that the main
opposition was to come from the Southern
Hang Gliding Club especially when, at about
6pm, Michel Carnet (pas bete, ce mec) took
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‘Aw shucks, fellas... it was nothing really!’
Pictured right, the modest Geordies, from
left, Paul Quin, Alan Christie, Michael
Mavin and John Wallis.
Below: other people won things, too:
from left, rear, Mike Hurtley, Michel
Carnet, Jenny Ganderton, Alan Christie,
J. Porter, Johnny Carr, Paul Quin,
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Pictures by Alan Metcalfe,
Tony Fuell, Lindy Turner
Aerial shots by Mark Woodhams

The trike park

denny
Ganderton
— probably
the
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pictured
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(October
Wings!

Michael Mavin receives
Shield, watched by B8
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d ...again!” by the Border marauders

he coveted Club
> A Chairman

Right — the site
from 1,0004t.

Below — trike
take-off

off and scored a superb 75 to take the lead
from Paul Quin in the individual competition.

On the Saturday evening we weren't very
confident as we knew the Southern Club would
be flying again on Sunday and it was (just)
possible that they might wipe us out.

We consoled ourselves with further quantities
of Badges bitter at the Ship which had an
astonishing effect on some members of the
team. John Wallis, giving his well known
imitation of a gorilla, was terrifying and when
Rob Turner got out of our tent by the simple
expedient of bursting through the wall, I
decided it would be safer to move my sleeping

bag elsewhere,
O O O

The flying conditione on Sunday were
identical to Saturday's and after a quick wash
and shampoo in the trough (luxury facilities
are avallable at Mere) we drove up to the
top so that our pilots could get in as many
flights as was necessary to improve their
already excellent scores.

A five-gallon container of water proved our
most useful piece of equipment as it helped
counteract the dehydrating effects of the
scorching sunshine (and the Badger bitter).

Two of the Southern Club teamn had a flight
and we watched with admiration some very
skilful flying by Michel Carnet and Johnny
Carr which gained them high scores. So this
was what we had to compete against — it
certainly raised our fighting spirit.

Mike Mavin, flying a newly-acquired Typhoon
for the first time, scored 100 points, highest
of the competition, but lost 85 time faults when
the glider didn't want to come down. (Thanks
for the bargain Sandy).

Our 'B’' team, Paul Moore, Dave Porteous,
Gordon Proudlock and Dave Tweddle flew well
although on his second flight Gordon nearly
wrote himself off with a downwind takeoff. At
this point the marshal decided we needed a
windsock to monitor the rapidly changing wind
direction. Mike Atkinson revealed his amazing
strength straightening Gordon's uprights —
what an awesome sight that was.

The remaining members of the Southern
Club team - Graham Slater and
Steve Goad — flew next but I will magnan-
imously refrain from comment. With time
running out it was gradually realised that we
Northumbrians had triumphed again,
deservedly we thought, and out most satisfying
win yel.

Johnny Carr wept bitter tears at the
presentation ceremony but peace was made and
he shook hands with Paul Quin, who has
crushed fingers to prove it.

O 0O O

Our lasting memories of Mere 81 will be these
— our third win in a row and no fluke —
the sight of Johnny Carr specking out over a
burning stubble field at the start of his 53
mile XC — some truly superb flying from Club
and League pilots alike — the Bog Rogs —
the helmetless pilot who flew unerringly into a
flag pole — the drastic effect on one's innards
of trikes taking off directly overhead of the
portaloos — the extraordinary patience and
endurance of the marshals — the horror of
Badger bitter for people accustomed to decent
beer. All in all a fabulous three days with
our ambition achieved and the Shield to take
home again. See you next year — we're going
to make it four in a row.

P.S. This quote from Michel Carnet (speaking
to the Northumbria team) sums it all up:
“I want to join your club, I am seek (sic)
of being on ze losing team, I want to win"
— this man must have northern ancestry.
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SMALL ADS

All small ads should be sent to Sylvia Howard,

Commercial Editor

Wings!, 4

Somerwood,

Hodington, near Shrewsbury, Salop.
Ads sent to any other address will be redirected

and therefore delayed.

For your own safety, if you are purchasing s secondhand glider,

st il test  Mown,

from the Club Safety Odficer.

i e e 2
ADVERTISING RATES

Classified ads: 12p per
word, minimum charge
£2.40,

Business ads: 15p per
word, minimum charge
£3.50
e

AlL1LOY TUBES, HT-30-TF
as used on hang gliders
and trikes. 1", 1, 1%
and 1. ELECTRONIC
INSTRUMENTS.
Combined A.S.1., Audio-
visual stall alert and
variometer with audio.
Tested for accuracy.
Good condition. Cost
£185, bargain at £80. Ring
(037 45) 53227.

TRIKING, Cross-country,
or ridge soaring? You
need an altimeter. Buy
the best. The THOMMEN
1,000 and 2,000 or the
DIMPLEX. Phone:
Huntingdon 72225,

Bailey's YORKSHIRE
HAND GLIDING and
MICROLIGHT CENTRE.
Courses all year round.
Hiway 160 Skytrike,
excellent condition, £750.
Sunspots, Spirits, Wills
XC, Moyes Maxi, ete.
2 Denton Ave., Leeds 8.
Tel: (0532) 662518.

DRAGON HOTEL, Crick-
howell, central for all
South Walem best soaring

sites. Already popular
with hang glider pilots.
Tel: 0873 810362.

SUSSEX COLLEGE OF
HANG GLIDING, 18B
Queens Rd., Brighton.
Teaching. Prone and
top landing. Spares,
repairs and sales.
F.L.A.C. Hiway.
Lightning. Sigma 12
metres, £350. Light-
welght Mini Floater, £575
Superscorps etc.
wanted part ex. Brighton
609925/24151, ext. 171.

TRADE INS. Altas 16,
£475. 12m Sigma, £400.
Cirrus, £2865. Beatiful
Storm, £475. And lots
more plus Mainair

Marts. Hundreds of s/h
gliders. Send s.a.e. for
list. Subscriptions to
HANG GLIDING AND
GLIDER RIDER, £17
each. Lots more —
MAINAIR SPORTS LTD.,
Shawclough, Rochdale,
Lancs, Tel: (0706) 55131.
Telex 635091 MAIN.
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test My i, and
damage or wear fo critical parcts.

inspect it thoroughly  for
If in doubi, seek adviee

MAGNOLIA HOUSE,
274 Dyke Road, Brighton
BN1 5AE (East Sussex),
on ring road A23 to
London. Small, select
(3 star) hotel at budget
prices, located 10
minutes by car to the
Devil's Dyke and the
sea front. Easy free
parking. (Town map E4).
Tel: 0273 552144.

FLY IN THE ISLAND,
10 yards to the sea,
lawned garden, sun and

lounge, licensed.
Use of workshop for the
pilot. FPhone or write
for brochure. Keith
Brettell, Saunders Hotel,
Coastguard Lane,
Freshwater Bay, Isle of
Wight, PO40 9QX. Tel:

0883 752322, Farty
bookings, children and
pets welcome. Any day,
any stay.

The B.M.A.A, is the
Association for all
seriously minded

MICROLIGHT
AVIATORS. Our
magazine FLIGHT
LINE is full of the latest
informadtion. For
further details, please
send s.a.e. to Secretary,
B.M.AA., 20 Church
Hill, [ronbridge,
Telford, Shropshire,

GET ORGANISED!

MAGAZINE BINDERS

Wings' Aeroplane Monthly
E.'l-.['..'l.'--l' & |.3|;|1||||;
Popular Flving

Hang Gliding
Flighi él’

£3.00
EACH
INC
P&P

" ——

EACHBINDERHOLDS 1 2
A4 SIZE MAGAZINES
MEAT TRANSPARENT
SPINE POCKET HOLDS
ALL DETAILS

H-l:n.nulT Sporis Lid,
"“I e lowgh Hochdale Lar
Te l.'ll 3313 Telex BINF1 'l'|..l’|."i|

CYCLONE 180 Mk II.
Immaculate condition,
purchased new September
1880; financial situation
forces sale at ridiculous

price £450 ono. Contact:
M. Thorne, Newbridge
246758,

TRIKE for sale. New
large SOLAR STORM,

with Hiway Skytrike,
only 1 hour's testing
flying. Absolutely

perfect. £1,350. ono. Tel.
London (01) 586 T047.

SPIRIT (Large). Good
condition. Inecl. seated
harness. White, blue and
black sail. Ideal for
11st+, P1 pilot, £225.
Phone Nottingham 620771
after work.

SUPER SCORFPION C.
Rigged seated. Very
good condition. Mk II;
nose catch; new front

rigging; low air time.
£390. Tel. Sandbach
60T8E,

Hiway SUPER

SCORFPION (B). Very
good condition. With two
spare uprights (new) and
Hiway seated harness,
and B bar. Bargain at
£385. Maidstone 676717.

Birdman seated
HARNESS and Birdman
HELMET, size 2. Very
little used, excellent
condition. E£25. Devizes
6559.

SUPER SCORFPION C
Mk II. Sliding box ete.
With B/bar and seated
harness. 6 months old.
£500, AVON SWIFT
(large). In excellent
condition. £50. Tel:
Lilangennech 820404.

DEMON Hiway £690.
The actual glider which

won the 1881 factory
competition. Test flight
willingly arranged,

073782 Nutfield Ridge
2749, Surrey.

SAFARI Floater 195. @
months old. Ideal P1 —
Intermediate. Soars
well. £500 ono. COLVER
vario, £85. SIGMA prone
cocoon harness, used
once, £80. Suit taller
pilot. Tel: P. Wignall,
01 540 4403.

PARACHUTE, £100.
GRYFON G180, excellent
condition, hardly flown,
£325 ono. COMET
Medium, top performer,
£685 (quick sale). Tel:
04446 42324 day; 04446
47654 eve.

EIPPER { American
manufacturer). 18ft Flexi
3. Almost new. £300 ono.
Linda Colenda, 7, Christ
Church Oval, Harrogate,
N. Yorks. HG1 5AJ. Tel:
D8384 (after Spm).

SKYHOOK
Medium.
prone harness, both in
good condition. £525 ono.
061 681 2238.

CUTLASS,
SKYHOOK

FOR SALE. VORTEX
120, very good condition.
Rainbow coloured wings
+ prone harness +
helmet, £330 ovno.
phone Leicester 551551,
ext. 2233, daytime;
evenings — 864609.

SUPER SCORP ‘B. +
Hiway harness. Low
flying time, immaculate
condition. £450. Tel:
01-570-2371, ext. 337; 0830-
1400. ask for Chris.

CHOICE of two SUPER
SCORFPION ‘C’. £399 and
£350. Oxford 40292 or
69492 evenings.

RAF ALTIMETER, £20.
Alrstream prone
HARNESS (red), £20.
Wings'! No3 March 1975
to Sept. 1980. Offers.
Glos. 417014,

AVON HUSTLER, sail
red and yellow. Needs
two new uprights, hence
only £65. Mike Brouse,
8 KEast Crescent, RAF
Swanton — Morley,
Dereham, Norfolk.

SUNSPOT (medium).
Excellent condition. Ideal
first kite. Fitted with tip
rods. Must sell, hence
ridiculous price, £250.
Telephone Forton T92083
or Newport (Gwent)
BSTO40.

SUPER SCORPION C.
Very good condition. B
bar, ideal P1, £375. Also
Romer helmet, £15. Ring
Albrighton 3093, Staff-
ordshire.

Large ATLAS, red and
white, £475. 1 set battens
£20. 1 upright, £5. WILLS
WING XC 220, white,
£175. Retiral from sport
forces sale prices.
Telephone 0592 742882 or
write to J. Rankin, No. 1
Cottage, Newton of
Strathenry, Leslie, Fife.

I'M IN CROYDON but
want to get out. Penniless

fliers in or around
Croydon ring  Peter
Hevezi on 01-858-2211,

ext 491/492 (day)
share the petrol ete.

and

SKYHOOK prone harness
with parachute, £195 or
will split. THUNDER-—
BIRD wvario Mk II, £180.
Len Hull, Tel: (0298)
BT1289; (07T09) 20686,
FLEXIFORM SPIRIT,
(Medium). Superb
condition. Low milage!
Ideal for beginner/P1.
£225. 08956 38131 or
write: Dave Smith, 14
Richmond Park Rd.,
(lifton, Bristol.

MIDAS SUPER E KD.
New multicoloured sail,
X-booms, L.E.s and A-
frame recently replaced.
Bargain £120. Must sell.
Leatherhead T6081.

SPECTRUM (small) for
sale, together with B bar
and seated harness. £225.
Fhone Jim anytime on
051 ( Merseyside) 427 40658,

SUNSPOT (small).
pilot up to 175lb.
prangs. Yery clean.
Bargain at £250, ‘Tel:
Blackburn (0254) 29482,

Suit
No

Large SKYLINE.
Customised sail. Excell-
ent condition. £375 ono.
Will demonstrate with
one day's tuition (from
Filot 2 BHGA observer),
Phone Burntwood 74043,

WILLS WINGS S8T 180B.
Very good condition.
Seated, prone or dual
control. Highly tuned.
Suit  heavy  pilot.
complete with kite bag.
£300 ono. Telephone
Bannockburn 815884 after
6pm.



Fantastic BARGAIN for FLEXIFORM SPIRIT Small COMET (135). Only SUPER SCORPION B. VULCAN, excellent

new P1 or expert. This (Large). Ideal first four months old. Sail Yellow with purple condition, going cheap to
glider will perform with glider. Little used, hence light blue/dark leading edges. Complete a competent P1 who
everything but double good condition. Including blue/Black. Excellent with B bar, seated and needs L/D. Offers to
surface. Medium bag and seated harness. handling. Will suit pilot prone harnesses. Can Ian Trotter, 031 552 7738
STORM plus all equip. £225 ono. 0254 65847. of 11 stone (flying deliver. £400 ono. 02602 evenings.

BT it R weight) or less. Quick 3945.

sale necessary, hence

Harness, B bar, Anemo, £695. Phone Judy Leden, Large SUNSEOT.

very accurate, Helmet, CHEROKEE — Medium. Crawley 542064 Excellent pedigree. Ideal
Spare upright. All Good condition. Recent : ? DEMON 195/ Tripacer. P1 glider, Seated
properly maintained. C or A. Pre-formed WANTED: Altimeter, Brand new condition, 3 harness. Sensible offers
£500 or sensible offer. battens. Ideal Pilot 1 Thommen or similar hours' flying time. £1,650. near £270. Phone Stan
and above. £375. Tel: type. Phone Scotby Firm. Tel: Edinburgh Abbott, Leeds 448701 or'
Harry, Tidworth 3480, Graham, Wargrave 4665. (022872) 502. (031) 331 1919. Bradford 308511 (days).
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. LAND ON |

WITH A

LIGHTNING

THE SPOT ON
GLIDER ,

g
. \_-l'-h.-u.l.'lu".
- . };‘ f"'.l\.-lhu.rhu \rp_f-lq..l_._. -

FOR FULL INFO. ‘PHONE SOUTHDOWN SAILWINGS ON BRIGHTON 732007
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s FLEXIFORM SKYSAILS

Flexiform Skysails, Beddingate Mill, Leigh Street,
. ER Patricroft, Manchester, Lancs. Phone 061 707 1389
L

NO MATTER HOW YOU
LOOK AT |IT YOU
KNOW |IT MAKES

SENSE ~

Dick Christon (North East) 0642-781749
Paul Bennet (Midlands) 0455-32931

Pete Jackson (Peaks Sheffield) 0742-585644
Kev Moloney (Southern) 052-554703

Seottiste /‘_lmﬁtzs‘ Centre

DISPLAYS = TRAINING -SUPPLIERS
15, SOUTH LOANHEAD, LIMEKILNS, FIFE. TEL.0383 872292
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Pos'n club
* 1 ROBERT BAILEY DALES
= 2 JIM BROWN DALES
* 3 JOHNNY CARR SOUTHERN
4 PETER ROBINSON  WESSEX
# & MICHEL CARNET SOUTHERN
= § BOBHARRISOM DALES
= 7 COLIN LARK AVON
* B8 RICHARD BROWN  PENNINE
= 5 JOHMN STIRK DALES
= 10 SANDY FAIRGRIEVE NORTHAMPTON
11 NEIL ATKINSON W. COUNTIES
12 ALl MILNE ANGUS
= 13 DOMARLD CARSON OSPREY INVERNESS
= 14 JOHMN FENNEL DUNSTABLE
= 16 MARK SILVESTER PENMNIMNE
16 BILL WALKER LAMARKSHIRE
* 17 JOHN NORTH PENNINE
18 CHRIS TAYLOR CUMBRIA
* 19 PETE WATERWORTH AVON
20 DOUGAL SCOTT ANGUS
21 HOWARD ROCKLIFFE AVON
& GORDON HOLMES GEQORGE CAYLEY
23 GRAHAM BELL PEAK
24 P. HUDDLESTON SHEFFIELD
= 5 TONY HUGHES —
» M= RICHARD IDDON PENMIME
26=BRIAN GODDEN M. YORKS
28 DONALD MacKENZIE LANARKSHIRE
29 DAVE BLUETT SOUTHERN
30 JOHN CLARKE PEAK
* 31 MICK POLLARD =
1? CARL TOMKS W.COUNTIES
33 NICK STANSFIELD DALES
34 RICH. ARMSTRONG LANARKSHIRE
34 ALLAN SMITH WESSEX
35 RICH. ARMSTRONG LANARKSHIRE
36=MARK ASQUITH MERCIAN
* 3&6=GEOFF SNAPE PENNINE
38 TOM HARDIE RAF M. EAGLES
39 MIKE HIBBIT THAMES VALLEY
4 ANGUS PINKERTON LANARKSHIRE
41 LEN HULL SHEFFIELD
42 PHILIP HIGGINS SHEFFIELD
431=JUDY LEDEN SOUTHERM
43 = JOSEPH CULLEN LANARKSHIRE
45 PJ MASON W. COUNTIES
#5=NATALIE WILSON SKY SURFERS
46= |1AN RAWSON PENNINE
48 JOHMN HARTMAN SHEFFIELD
49 DAVE CATANACH G.CAYLEY
50 ROBIN SMITH ABERDEEN
51 JOHN WILKINS DALES
62= RICHARD FLAHERTY G. CAYLEY
62=JENNY GANDERTON DUNSTABLE
B4 CLIFFORD FOSTER SHEFFIELD
55 BAUCE GOLDSMITH
86 PETE MACLENNAN DALES
57 NICK GOODYEAR GEORGE CAYLEY
B8 JOHN HIGHAM SHEFFIELD
59 MAL:ﬂLm CLEF SKY SURFERS
- DUMNSTABLE
E = DIGBY ROLR DALES
E2=MARK DALE GEORGE CAYLEY
684 PAUL WITTY GEORGE CAYLEY
65 COLIN GRAHAM W. COUNTIES
88 NEIL CLARK LOUGHBOROUGH
67 ALAN DAVIES LOUGHBOROUGH
68 JOHN HEWITT SOUTHERN
63 PJWOOD

National XC League
September placings

All distances in miles
* denotes British League pilot

112/3/ Ave.
532 346 508
.1 3r3 2.7
500 351 M6
294 504 430
434 31.9 286
182 435 343
20 229 401
270 185 39.0
H_E = 5
289 236 2686
258 36.7 14.0
3.1 181 222
2.4 287 N3
124 258 29.3
307 173 173
143 265 232
174 158 281
228 183 174
298 134 154
298 134 154
229 178 127
19.8 230 103
346 175 -
17.1 16.1 184
206 299 .
17.7 163 155
16.6 258 135
126 9.0 264
124 128 2286
201 166 948
10.7 338 .
240 112 71
148 271 -
13.3 202 B3
264 151 -
133 M2 B3
11.3 160 112
136 249
8.7 153 lz-?
I8 124 -
118 229
7.7 B8 79
119 309 107
83 132 66
12 74 87
12 150 -
B3 66 93
61 82 -
71 78 80
123 102 -
B8 73 61
Biilﬁ -
20.0
20,0
17.8
17.0
16.0
15.6
149
14.4
139
12.4
11.8
118
108
10,0
BA
8.4
B

B B el 2 b i = Y

SEBNUNELNENEEERES6S
MaE=E0 &

19.0
19.0
17.8
17.7
174
17.2
16.8
16.5
16.5
16.0
15.9
15.2
148
141
14.0
133
138
133
128
128

121
1.6
1.6
1.0

£ 11 GR LN AN AR O O S e s s 6 0D 00 LD 0D
B L 0 B S e O O = e
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All XC League entries should be sent to
Dave Harrison, 96 Shelfield Lane, Norden,

Rochdale, Lancs, Tel. 0706-53755.

Include full name, address, club, date of
flight, 6-fig. OS Map refs. of T/O and landing
lincluding prefix letters), name, address and
phone number of T/O and landing witnesses,
restricted

approximate
airspace circumnavigated, if any.

All entries MUST be despatched within

distance

ONE MONTH of each flight.
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and

S0 the Solent has been crossed — a long-cherished ambition

in the Wessex Club.

big

ger ultimate XC promise.

But crossing the Humber holds
They may have built a

bridge but it doesn’'t help hang gliders a jot as two
leading North XC pilots found. The following reports are
real, but the ““£1,000 prize'' is a flight of fancy!

I arrived at the Model ridge
about 12 o-clock to find plenty
of people but nobody flying.
The wind was well crossed
from the left, and blowing

15-25 and rather gusty. I took
off from the less turbulent

end expecting a bit of a

thrashing.
The Iiﬂg was good and not too PEter
broken to work, so before long I had HargrEﬂUES

flown up to Carlton Bank to join one

or two other pilots.

The clouds were
streeting slightly and
despite the wind being
much stronger with
height, it was possible to
work the thermals up
past the sailplanes and
reach cloudbase at
4000ft  ASL.  without
leaving the ridge.

Having reached cloud-
base and seeing no sign
of Jim Brown laking off,
I decided to leave on my
OWTIL. I followed the
cloud street I was under
all the way to Bilsdale
TV mast, but I was
slowly losing height all
the time. I flew directly
over the mast, just for
fun, probably about 500ft
above the top.

Wierd

It was a weird sight
seeing the massive mast
vitually disappear for a
second or two. As 1
passed over the moors
that I had landed on a
few weeks before, 1
could feel the sweat
pouring off me and the
steam coming out of my
ears as I had walked
back across it, glider
rigged, in the blazing
sun and enough clothing
to climb Everest.

I was at about the
10 mile mark now with
Kirkbymoorside and
Helmsley in view. I
began to think I might
break the 20-mile
barrier that had been
eluding me all summer.

I worked hard over the
moors but could only get
back to 3000ft. before
setting off on a glide
towards Kirkby-
moorside. I was much
lower than I needed to
be arriving at Sink City
with only 2000ft. The air

" from the moors falls into

the flat lowland of the

Flight
Report
One:

: 5-‘:3 rborough
Pickeri t
] Malto
=
-
- 5
=}
F
Oy, York
IDnncnsta

The route to the South...

Vale of York tending to
suppress all but the
keenest of thermals, so 1
had virtually resigned
myself to landing when
the air started to bubble

again.

As [ drifted the next
few miles circling in and
out of odd lumps of air
pretending to be
thermals 1 could see
Wombleton aerodrome,
the Windsports centre,
but no sign of activity.

Robots

It was directly over

the Slingsby factory
where they make deep
sea robots and

sailplanes (both out of
fibreglass) that I started

o gain height. There
was a building with the
word Slingsby written
across it in big white
letters, and a sleek
white high performance
glider sitting at the end
of a deserted runway, it
was waiting for its pilot
to arrive for work on
Monday morning, jump
into it and go for a wizz
roung the sky. I'm sure
if I had looked hard
enough [ could have
seen a deep sea robot
about to go for a paddle
in the test pool.

It was an elusive
worm of a thermal and
as I was passing my
20-mile barrier at about
3000ft., it was blossoming
nicely when I stumbled



climbed to 3200°

too far!

CARLTON Bank, Sunday.
ASL.

Jim Brown and I left the ridge,
Very low cloud base, picked our

way down spines of ridges over North York Moors.

Vale of Pickering — on my own now.

half way across the moor.

Clouds 100ked to bDe
lining up and I make a
run for some good-
looking clouds at the far
side. Reach there -
they're not working, I'm
very low, this could now
be a final glide which
should end up with a
landing near Malton and
perhaps 28 or 30 miles...
that's not what I need
for the League.

Low in to Malton
rewarded with a real
00" to 100" up thermal.
Straight out of the
houses very low, gets
me to about 3800°.

the Wolds 1
can see lots of clouds
lined wp, it looks
REALLY good. Press
on fairly quick, keeping
high, check on my watch
— half past three now,
and 1 had set off at 1
o'clock. Had a long
flight already, feel fine,
not tired at all. But
thoughts of the 100-mile
flight are in my mind
and if I can keep some
ground below moving

Across

Flight
Report
Two:

By
Robert
Bailey

fast there might be
enough power in the sun
to do it.

To the west in the Vale
of York is totally clear
blue. I am working a
sea breeze that's pushed

Jim had lost it

in. It's not a front as
such, but just tufts of
cloud here and there —
not in a straight line but
ragged, more like castle
walls, .. flying in and out
round the turrets.

Occasionally
cores, most of the time
just flying in dead air.
Now 1 can see the
Humber Bridge but it
is all over-developed
over the Humber as
though there is a
massive shower cloud
sitting over Hull.

Best chance here is
going to be to try and
tack inland to where it
is atill blue and possibly
working. Make another
glide to a cloud. Get
there as it is disinte-
grating — oh for that
15 to 1 glide.

Can’'t make it. Cross
Beverley racecourse,
land out on the golf
course, Beverley. A
couple of golfers witness
my landing. Measure it
out — looks about 51...
Great!

AL S AL DAL A A A A A A A O OO OO

out of it. The scene
was set for my first big
error — 1 should have
searched around for the
lost thermal, then
implemented the
reserve plan that 1
didn't have. However a
big juicy cumulus
caught my eye about a
mile or more into wind,
so like a drowning man
and his straw I set off
after it.

It was a long
glide and my heart sank
(at about 400ft./min.) as
the cloud started to
crumble in front of my
eyes. So I had just
burnt off 1000it. gliding
into wind to find myself
below 2000ft again but
with no lift. As 1
turned down wind again
my error became
apparent — a couple of
miles away was a
massive column of
smoke, from a field of
burning stubble, rising
straight into the clouds.

Smoke

I half-heartedly
headed towards the
smoke, dreaming of

what might have been if
I'd seen it earlier, but
there seemed no chance

of reaching it now. |1
watched the altimeter
winding down 1400, 1300,
1200, 1100, 1000ft ASL
and as the air became
warmer my glide angle
levelled out. I started to
notice activity on the
ground as [ tried to
analyse the crops for a
possible landing field —
farmers working the
fields, the odd village
pensioner propping up
the garden gate, and an
old banger driving down
a country land. “T'll
never get a lift back
from here,”” I thought.
“It's In the middle of
nowhere''... 800, 800,
T00ft., ASL and the long
forgotten vario groaned
a bit.

I started a ritual turn
to the heavy side and
was intrigued that it
resulted in 50-100ft./min.
all the way round a
rather wide 360. It
wasn't until the third 360
that I started to take it
seriously, thinking I
might just be able to
make that burning
stubble. I soon had
visions of gliding into
the burning stubble
field, landing downwind
in it and being

cremated along with the
glider in a last
deperate attempt to get
back up.

I stayed with the
thermal as it drifted
towards the smoke and
after about ten minutes
it began to strengthen,
but, despite the fact I
could now glide into the
smokey probably
turbulent, lift, I stayed
in the silky smooth area.

Screaming

Another ten minutes
and I was screaming up
towards cloudbase at
almost 1000ft./min. in
leisurely wide 360s. As
I approached cloudbase
I chechked the escape
route by flying out of
the thermal and back in,
as I didn't particularly
want to disappear into
cloud. I reach cloud-
base for the first time
since Carlton at 4000ft.
ASL over Malton and 30
miles into the flight.

The clouds were
looking good, lots of
nice chunky ones and
deciding to be a little
more careful this time,
1 adopted the policy of
keeping beneath clouds
and above sunny

Then as

4300 A 5L, Soon I had

that wasn't the problem.

Hayling Island,

to Weymouth at 1.45am!

patches on the ground.
By watching the map of
cloud shadows on the
ground I could see the
extent of the streets and
which gaps were the
narrowest ones to jump.

Several times I
headed into wind along
a street to get to a link
across to the next street.
The system worked to
a certain extent but the
patterns tended to
change faster than I
could fly out the plan.

With ﬂﬂl}" occasional
cores of lift under the
cloud it was still a
precarious experience,
On one occasion I lost
1000ft. flying into wind
along a street only to
have to turn round and
lose another 1000ft.
going back.

Fantastic

It was a fantastic
feeling when 1 realised
I could see the coast
towards the FEast and
the Humber to the
South. I was drifting
towards Spurn Head
even though I'd been
tracking to the South
when possible.

A COMET'S
HOMING
INSTINCT?

by Allan Smith
Sunday September 13, Glider — Comet
The day started well down on the coast, with the
moderate SW wind giving us 1200 ATO, bul this
wasn't to last as it veared to WNW.

We packed up and headed inland.
very unstable, with large dark clouds and showers.

As we rigged, a shower came through,
seemed to damp down any activity upwind as our
first flights didn't prove anything special. After an
hour it started to Improve with strong lines of cloud
about bul, naturally, not over us!

As a few clouds started to appear upwind I
gquickly launched at 3.45pm and five minutes laler
I was circling over the back.
me to 31000ASL., 2250 ATO.

The cloud street to the east looked out of reach,

s0 [ set off downwind towards the sunlit Needles
and more clouds. No luck. Down to 800" AGL.
I approached Blandford I picked up a
big one that whipped me up to cloudbase at
reached Wimborne with
Hurn airport in sight down my flight path.

To keep clear, I swung east lowards Ringwood
and was pleasantly surprised to find a sink rate
of only 34 as 1 crossed the gap to reach the
cloud street over 36, Ives without problem.

I followed the line until I found something stronger
and circled up to cloudbase, laking care lo stay
clear of cloud as [ flew over Hurn 3.R.A.

The Isle of Wight was now looking much bigger
= but so0 was the width of the Solent.
was now ticking over working out the minimum
required to cross the four miles of the Solent.

Theoretically, you only need about 1200° with a
Zomph tailwind in stable air.

I started to cross with 4,000°, then [ caught
another big one which had me with the bar past
my walst just to stay oul of cloud.
the coast 1 threw in a couple of tight 360s and
headed off for Newport as the Cloud Street I'd
been following went over Cowes, then headed for

1 looked around the island before finally landing
at Havenstreel, south east of Ryde al 5.20pm.
Average speed 31lmph. Height gain 3400°. Returned

The alr was

this

This thermal took

My mind

As It happened,

As [ crossed

Eventually I spotted the
Humber bridge and
became obsessed with
the thought of flying
over it even though it
would mean paying to
get back!

Conditions were
becoming overcast as I
flew past Driffield then
over Hutton Cranswick
airfield, and as I passed
over Leconfield aero-
drome I was flying over
the last patch of
sunshine. [ recognised
the changing conditions
but failed to moderate
my flying decisions. So
after searching the
wrong end of a patch of
sunshine, I slowly lost
height over Beverley
with its church bells
pealing and market in
full swing. The air did
bubble slightly at the
other side of town but
I soon left on a glide
along the main road
towards Hull, landing in
a disused playing field
in the village of
Woodmansey, just a few
miles from the Humber
Bridge and the £1000
prize offered by the
Daily Mail.
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\Women and hang gliding 1

IN August Wings! | posed the question:

women hang glide?”
resultant debate.

Flying IS for birds

by Kay Simpson

Who made the national press by rushing straight from
her wedding for a dual flight with husband Dave.

I WONDER how many lady fliers will write
answering Stan’'s observations on 'gals in the
air'’, Well as this is probably the only way
I'll get out of helping Dave with the decorating,
I guess I'd better think of something.

More ladies certainly seem to be taking up the
sport over the last year or two, but that may
be because I've got to know more of the ones
that were around already. It would be interesting
to know how many are actively flying in the UK...

““*Jo public" (Josephine?) still seems to regard
us all as a load of "head-bangers' and doesn't
seem to differentiate between the sexes. "I mean
if you ecan't control the things you wouldn't need
to be particularly strong anyway would you?"

['ve worked very hard on attitudes of parents
and work mates to such an extent that my folks
are convinced it is safer than playing tiddlywinks,
and my friend's eight-year-old son regarded me
as some sort of Wonder Woman before he ever
met me.

However there are still the odd male chauvs
around. I was up at the Long Myndd one
Sunday rigging up when an obviously indoctrinated
six (going on 45) -year-old exclaimed to his father
“Daddy, there's a LADY driver!" His father
said “yves" in such a way that you could almost
seg¢ the bubble coming oul of his head saying
““and I bet they're as bad up there as they are
on the roads''.

Lots of girls tell me they's love to learn to
hang glide but don't do anything about it, and even
if they get as far as training they probably find they
don't progress as fast as the fellas and get
discouraged. Once you've passed through the school
it'’s odds on that you'll stick with it but I think
glider weights these days really require a dedicated
spirit. (Manufacturers PLE ASE take note).

I can't really comment on the general attitude
of the male hang gliding populus but I've certainly
never had comments like “"Woman's place is by
t' sink other than by hubby and I don't take
any notice of him... he is, after all, a Yorkshireman.

I've found more of the fellas very helpful and
considerate and not at all condescending in their
attitude. Attitudes probably wvary throughout the
couniry and may also depend on how many lady

fliers there are in the clubs (if you see what I
mean).

I realise we are mostly outnumbered but I ean
think of one occasion when there was a ratio of
4:1 girls to fellas on a Welsh hill. Admittedly
there was only one male flier... well actually there
were two but one sprained his ankle.

In fact the next day found three girls spending a
solitary and extremely wet couple of hours lying
under my glider at the top of some God-forsaken
hill “waiting for it to clear'" ...it didn't.

As far as competition is concerned, views will
obviously differ as to whether to separate the men
from the experts, I mean girls. I think some
girls will make it into the League ‘‘proper'' on
merit but I think the ladies event as it stands
has proved to be a useful platform in introducing
girls into competitive events.
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“Why don’t more
Here are the opening shots in the

Cross-country is slightly different I feel, because
apart from skill it is largely down to stamina
and here the fellas generally have the edge. It
was nice to read of Jenny's first XC and it would
be encouraging to have similar reports in Wings!
The British record is a long way off for us lasses
but it would be interesting to know what the
longest ladies XC is.

Theirs merely to

I READ with interest your article in Wings,
Women and Hang Gliding — and to a certain
extent 1 do agree with the comment made that
women and  hang gliders are mutually
incompatable.

I say ‘“‘read" the wished to try it myself

and I think that women
are perhaps not quite fit
enough to do the sport,
hence only a few women

article, as only a few
months ago I would not
have even flipped
through its pages.

My husband has been pilots.
a hang glider pilot for In general most men
about four years so I are stronger than
feel I know a little about women and 1 know

how other wives and lugging a kite up hills
girliriends feel about would put me off. Most
their men doing this women can kick a ball

sport. I have never

or play a bat and ball

DISCOURAGED

MY husband could be referred to as a hang gliding
fanatic. He owns a medium Cherokee.

Throughout his hang gliding career I have
endeavoured to give him my full support and
co-operation, and now I feel that I probably know
ALMOST as much about the sport as he does.

The only thing that I could complain about is
that I have taken so much interest in it that If
would like to have a myself. My husband
understands my feelings but insists that I would be
an absolute failure from the start because the hang
glider is too heavy for me to carry up hills,
or indeed to carry anywhere.

However, after reading the July issue of Wings!
I see that there are ladies that are quite able
to tackle this problem. I would just like to know
how they manage to cart their gliders about, or
is it that I am just simply a weakling, or do they
achieve their aims purely through hardwork and
determination.

Mrs. L.M. SEELEY, Stonehouse, Gloucs.

Five of the best —
Pictured at the first

national women's
comp, North York-
shire, April, from left,
Ann MacLean, Natalie
Wilson, Judy Leden
and Sue Seymour.

admire?

game but there is an
awful lot of skill
attached to hang gliding
whether powered or non-
powered. Also hang
gliding is like no other
sport — the men and
women that do it are
OBSESSED by it, and
I think most women take
their  hobbies much
lighter.

I have learnt over the
past that a wife or girl-
friend to a certain
extent comes second
place in a man's life who
does this sport and 1
think if yvou can realise
this, then you can cope
a lot better and not feel
so bitter when you get
left alone at weekends
or abandoned at the top
of a hill for hours on
end while he soars the

ridge.

Since 1 have taken
more interest in my
husband’'s sport 1 feel
very proud of him,
especially when you
hear others talking

about boring football or
cricket. Feople are
always interested when
hang gliding is
mentioned. Men also
like to do a sport which
generally women do not
compete in, so many
things today are for
equality, men do not like
that too much, I think
they like their ego too
much... signed, “‘one of
the converted."
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Women and hang gliding 2

Stip
tIt!

WE NEED
LIGHTER
GEAR, BUT,
TIL THEN. ..

DURING the Bleriot Cup I was
encouraged to see two women
pilots up in the Dales really going

some cross-country flying.

There they knew that there would be
some of the best cross-country pilots
around whose “how-do-they-do-it"’
techniques should be worth studying. 1
admired their tactics for getting their
equipment up the hills tooe — as a team —
as I struggled along with mine, accepting
gratefully any passing help that was
offered.

[t's no joke getling 40Kgs of equipment
up a hill when you only weight H0Kgs.
(I refrained from carrying ballast up the
hill')y But if nothing else 1 was certainly
a lot fitter by the end of the meet.

(1 [ O

Having a separate competition league
for the girls is a good idea to get the
ball rolling and to encourage other women
to wventure into hang gliding and to
compete amongst themselves on their own

terms.
I understand that the British League

is pretty searing competition now, which
has to be good for evolution in competition
format, glider design, and pilot skills and
has already formed a large number of top
line pilots.

It would be a great shame to exclude
the girls from entering the League on a
merit basis because of their sex, because
it is well known that the best way of
improving one's own performance is to fly
with better pilots. Being a big fish in a
small pond is not very evolutive for
anyone. There may even be some
untapped potential there.

Given a good glider that you can handle
and comfortable harness, 1 am convinced
that women are at no disadvantage in the
air, and , if you get the *‘go-for-its'" then
just do it. There is no limit to how far
you can fly — just imagine that!

The qualities of a soaring pilot are a
working KNOWLEDGE of meteorology and
aerology, basically knowing where and how
the air goes up, and how to use it.

3 o
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Top US woman flier Page Pfeiffer, left, with Caroline de Glanville at
Owens Valley — picture Bettina Gray.

by Caroline de Glanville

® OBSERVATION of the clouds and other
indicators on the ground and in the air
(if what's going on.
AWARENESS of when it
happen where and how.
EXPERIENCE, accumulated hours of
air time and miles flown.

It's your attitude and determination, the
gualities of your own head, that get you
up there not how strong you are, or how
brave or macho.

If you want to know more about it read
Cross-Country Soaring by Helmut
Reichmann, or Meteorology for Glider
Pilots by Wallington, two excellent books
that are wvery relevant to hang gliding
and which will leave you ever gazing at
the sky and trying to work oul whatl 1s
going on up there.

The next step is just to work out how
to use it to your advantage, and you're well
on the way to success.

There is a great deal more lift around

begins to

than the average hang glider pilot
generally realises.
Women may take a little longer to

progress and to build up experience in
the air, partly due to the weighty and
oversized equipment they usually have to
train with and perhaps in part due to
the fear of knocks during the first stages
of training.

They have to come to terms with this
without the previous conditioning most
men have had at some stage in their lives
of playing rugby, football and onther games
that encourage them to hurl themselves at
the ground, usually via a ball of some sort.

Also 1 fear there is a possibility that
some aspiring or would he pilots may
allow themselves to be discouraged by the
people around them who don't hang glide
themselves and don't want them to do it,
probably because they consider it
dangerous.

I have been flying hang gliders for seven
yvears and was ski-racing downhill for three

years previous to that, and have never
had a serious accident.

With certified schools, glider testing and
research, and the observer system, there is
no need to be a lunatic or kami-kaze
bent on self destruction to enjoy learning
to hang glide.

As for the problems for the girls with
ground handling — or for anyone for that
matter — a certain degree of fitness is
definitely required during the early stages,
but once you have acquired that and are
able to soar, or even go cross-country,
then the amount of glider lugging in
relation to air time is substantially
diminished, and it"dll becomes worthwhile
anyway.

I'm told that not all British sites are
1000ft walk-ups through bogs, so0 a wise
choice of site may solve some of your
problems. The other solution is by careful
{diplomatic) organisation of your frienas
and relations, or teaming up with other
pilots who share the same problem.

(1 OO O

There are undoubtedly times, however,
when you find yourself on your own and
just have to be prepared to transport the
lot by yourself or you don't deserve tlo
fly.

It is not fair on the already established
hang gliding community to impose upon
people to the point of leoking for help with
your equipment, or women in hang gliding
will make a bad name for themselves as
helpless.

And there's no such thing as a helpless
hang glider pilot. I have seen advertise-
ments for some sort of wheel contraption,
presumably developed in America, to aid
in the carrying of a hang glider. It may
be worth looking into.

Times are changing. It is more difficult
now to be a good pilot and yet learning
has never been easier. 1 would like to see
progress in towing and tandem technigues
for learning, and in equipment for small
pilots.
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If you're into power, Demon 15

the natural partner of Skytrike,

No mods, no fuss, just more
el Time

H:wa? Hang Gliders Ltd
LI!I"-. WY |:E.'.I. 'T"'l |'|_-~"' T4

|lr= Tl I-\Jl.l '_I:."F

Tl

I.I'-\.'.'-\.-jt.'Lr-\.l.r (049 525) 4521

StI'ElthI'l

Jemon gives a whole new
meaning o the word
demonstration. Just one demo
flight will persuade you that
now 1s the nght time (o move
up 1o the top pertorming
Demon

Incidentally this glider has just
beenawarded its' Cof A by
The United States Hang
Ghiding Association. This is
probably the most rigorous
certification programme
'.'IJITHII'.H" 81 "'IIE'I'-.'I.Il.' I

Demonisan .'1l'-~'r.|!.;;tr- maftch

WINnNer as shown by our

Current run 'h.i'[ I.'ZIZJ!Z'.FEI'!TIJ 1T

successes. Grab a flight fron

yvour local dealer and you'll be
converted instantly




The Early Days, No.3

Ing of the
razy Gang!

The third in a series which
looks at the early days of
hang gliding in Britain.

by Stan Abbott

FATE has a very fickle finger
indeed...how does it decide who

survives and who snuffs it?

You can do everything by the book
all the time and get wiped out by the
untimely intervention of some million-
to-one quirk.

While on the other hand, guys like
NICK REGAN can throw the book out of
the window, take ridiculous risks and
suffer not a scratch.

Nick is one of the people who jumped
on the hang gliding bandwagon for one
over-riding reason — it WAS dangerous.

He and his pals made a home-built
kite with only a photograph to work from.
A few hairy hops were enough to
persuade Mr. Regan to discard his crash
helmet as superfluous.

The same Mr. Regan has not only
survived the last nine years, but went on
lo play a major role in the setting-up
of the BHGA as the first editor of
WINGS!

Now he fulfils a similar role for the
infant British Minimum Aireraft Assoc-
lation with its Flightline magazine.

“I have always done active things,'" he
told Wings! *“‘Anything new or dangerous
I will get into."

Nick and his pals had milked water
skiing for all it was worth over the
previous four years. ‘‘We would go out to
sea if there was a storm brewing so we

could wave-jump... which was pretty
ludicrous.
““And we had tournaments on water

skis where the last person to remain
standing behind the boat won." Argy-
bargies and just about anything else
went in that game.

The nascent sport of towing flat kites
behind a boat had the appeal of adding
a new dimension to water skiing and

Top — Mr. Regan himself. Below — it actually flies. Note the very bent uprights!

Nick and friends went to see a demo
at Fairford — and pronounced it ‘‘too
tame’. Among those involved in the flat
kite scene at the time was Ken Messenger
who became a leading southern figure in
hang gliding.

Those at the demo, it seemed, knew
knothing about the new “free fall delta
kites"' that had hit California so it was
with nothing more to go on than a picture
of Bill Bennett standing with a kite that
Regan and Co. set to work:

“I tried to get real information from
structure and aerodynamic people,' said
Nick, now 32, who works for the Royal
Aircraft Establishment as an electronics
engineer,

“We wanted something designed that
would take a long time to kill us, but
they wouldn’'t help. They said ‘we don't
want to be reponsible for you killing
yourselves'.

“We were a bit uncertain about the
bending loads on the leading edges, so we
Eshifite-:i the crossboom back to ease the
oad."

They ended up — for the princely
sum of £25 — with a 16ft. keel, 65 degree
nose angle rogallo, that by a lucky quirk
was pitch positive thanks to a slight reflex
in the keel.

In place of the customary rigging wires,
the Regan rogallo had metal bracing
struts and — in common with the vogue
then — no king post. The finishing
touch lay in the sail seams... sewn
laterally instead of fore and aft!

The HRegan team's efforts in the
summer of '72 coincided with those of
the men who were arguably the fathers
of hang gliding in this country — Geoff
McBroom in the South and Len Gabriels
in the North.

Ken Messenger had moved into hang
gliding from flat kites and Gerry Breen
— another name of today — was also on
the scene.

The original intention was to fly the
rogallo in tow behind a boat but that idea
was forgotten amid the new era of hill-
launching.

First test flight was at Farnham Park,
surrey, "'in a ludicrous cross wind'' when
“1 seem to remember, I managed to do
a complete barrel roll".

“The lovely thing about this machine
was that it was virtually indestructable.

“We didn't really learn how to fly it
s0 much as crash it in a maultitude
of different ways."

The bizarre machine visited other sites
in the South Downs and elsewhere.

Regan ‘‘the scrounger, the getter and
maker of things'' — found his friends
losing interest after they had all learned
to fly the craft, at least in a manner of
speaking.

Among the crazier moments was one at
Hankley Common when Regan hit a gust
40ft. above the slope and did a complete
backward somersault. ""All you did was a
backward somersault yourself and you
landed on your feet in the sale,'" said
Nich nonchalantly.

Although It was never soared — the
WORD had scarcely been invented, never
mind the actual art — the Regan rogallo
saw good service to which the hideously
bent A-frame sides bore grim testimony.

Dedication saw those involved with the
project even flying on Christmas and
Boxing Day. The quest for new hills
fearlessly to leap from took them further
afield to places like the Berkshire Downs

where HKen Messenger was actually
SOARING.
And later to Rhosili where current

BHGA council man Bob Mackay was the
resident lone bird man... and where
Regan himself learnt to soar (not his own
kite), and where cliff flying was invented
and proved to be not a killer.

® Next month: The storm that spawned
the BHGA.
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TYPHOON MOST POPULAR
LEAGUE GLIDER

TYPHOON
AWARDED
FULL BRITISH C. of A.

MARLBOROUGH, WiLTS. JOILA
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Happy landings

...using a drogue ‘chute

| DONT suppose | took any longer adapting
to my Demon than anybody else taking
delivery of a fifth generation glider.

The only area of concern seemed to be
developing the necessary landing technique. |If
there was any wind in the landing area, then
no problem. However, in very light or nil —
wind conditions | tound like everybody else,
that the Demon ground effected much further
than previous gliders and that the final flare
had to be judged pretty accurately.

Too early and you shot up about 20 ft. —
too late and you were left sprinting along

trying to catch up with a glider which
‘nvariably nosed in.
I'd read an article in an old Glider Rider

about drogue chutes, which if it was to be
believed provided the answer to easy nil-wind
landings. | began experimenting with various
shapes of chute based on the surface area of
a 36" diameter Hemisphere.

| tried both a cruciform shape and a 36"

diameter flat disc but neither provided
sufficient drag and | resorted to the
conventional parachute shape, 36" diameter,

with a 3%"” diameter vent, made up of eight
panels and lines, attached to an 8ft., bridle
which packed into a plastic tube, 2" dia., =
7%", clipped to the A-frame side.

| attached the bridle to one of the bottom
rear rigging wires by means of a small stainless
steel yachting clip. On deployment, the clip
slides up the rigging wire to the keel causing
the drag generated to be exerted through the
line of the keel.

When about 30ft., above the ground on the
final approach the chute is deployed by pulling
it from its container and releasing it into the

by Andy Christian

slip stream. As it inflates, the nose of the
glider rises slightly which is corrected by pulling
on a touch of speed. At "min sink” the
glider continues to fly quite happily but with
a slightly steeper glide angle than normal.

Pull on speed and you can reduce the glide
angle to around 3-1. The more speed you
pull on the faster you come down.

At full speed there is a slight tendancy for
the chute to oscillate causing a minimal yawing
in the glider. It should be borne in mind
that even with a drogue chute deployed,
pulling the bar in increases the glider's air
speed so when about 3ft. above the ground
start easing the bar our and as your feet
touch push right out.

This should result in a dead stop stand up
landing. The drogue kills ground effect and
almost totally eliminates the tendancy to gain
height if the flare is initiated too early. With
this ability to drastically reduce the glide angle
there is the added bonus of access to smaller
landing fields.

I've only noticed two adverse effects in the
five months that I've been using the drogue,
both of them minor.

®Vith the drogue deployed it is more
difficult to initiate a turn. This isn't normally
a problem as the chute shouldn't be released
until the glider is lined up correctly on final
approach, It s, however, possible to incorporate
a deflating line running from the A-frame to the
centre of the canopv, so that the chute can
to be deflated if radical manoevres are necessary.

® The drogue is primarily intended for use
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in very light or nil-wind conditions but in the
event of it being deployed in stronger winds
the effect of wind gradient on the glider's air
speed becomes more pronounced and maore
speed than normal has to be pulled on to
compensate,

Although I've referred to 36" dia. chutes
throughout, | have made a 40" dia. chute
for pilots in excess of 13st. flying weight
on large size gliders.

Making the canopy I've used low porosity
Rip Stop parachute nylon and Coats Drima
polyester thread. All the lines including the
bridle are 2mm. 200lb breaking strain nylon
yachting cord.

The clip is an
yvachting “eyed"” clip.

If anyone is interested in making or using
a drogue chute and wants more information,
they can contact me at 94 Fulton Road,
SHEFFIELD S6 3JN. Phone 348860 or Eckington
432984,

Inox AISI 316 stainless

NORTHERN GLIDER SALES

WANTED

new (stock) glider

FLEXIFORM,
SOUTH DOWN,
SKYHOOK.

Good part exchange
offered on SKYLINERS,
SUPER SCORPIONS,
CHEROKEES, VORTEXES,
SILHOUETTES against a

HIGHWAY, SOLAR,

FINANCE @ SERVICE

CONTACT US AT —
061 973 4085 or 061 434 3364 |

Ll

from

and

Mainair Sports Lid.

Tel: (0706} 55131
Telex &3509] MAIN

8 BRENCON AVENUE, BROOKLANDS, MANCHESTER

Shawclough, Rochdale, Lancashire

OUR STOCK MAY
 SURPRISE YOU

lenclose 50p pluslarge S A E
Please send your illustraled accessory calalogue

NAME _ - - — -
ADDHRESS. _ _ o =
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MAGIC PERFORMANCE!

PLANS

READY TO FLY

ulacturers,; [rom wham you can buy | TEd i'l. to-Ily |

MICHRA T [ mis
Flexi Form Skysail

Ptilip Robinson fiying the Tri-Flyer on

Sealandar from Flexi-Forrr i

BASIC SPECIFICATIONS

OVERSEAS PRICE £674.00

WMWMM mainair £77 INC. VAT

PRICE ON

_ I DELIVERY EXTRA UK VAT £101.00

APPLICATION DEALERS INVITED
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ICARUS has been in all sorts of
difficulties — it's the new floating
sealing wax wings he's using —
and Daedalus has lost his
oddments.

All in all the ancients haven't
been out collecting the gossip on
the hill too much lately. But
Hermes the aging aviator did have
a bit of up to the minute crack
when he passed me going up in
a six down the other day...

Hermes has taken the wraps off
the secret device Rob Bailey's been
keeping in a black bag on his
A-frame side.

Everyone THINKS the ton-
chasing Tyke's got himself a slip
and turn indicator for blind flying
when he says “I'm not saying
what's in this bag but everyone'll
have one in a year.”

In fact, the cat is now out of
the bag and in Hermes's unsafe
hands. Truth is, he's carrying an
“insta-thermal” napalm kit.

End of the day XC, ten-down,
300ft. on the clock, a dose of
napalm on a handy village or
cropped field and Rob’s your uncle
— insta-ten-up-thermal. ..

Hot Gossip from...

Buzz from over the water is that
the Comet, much loved by Bailey
and so many others, has been
ousted as no.1 choice of
competition fliers.

Rich Pfeiffer, first and Jeff
jBurnett, second, were both flying
Sensors in the US Nationals. ..

Guess who were landing judges
at the comp — British pilots Bob
England and Peter Harvey who
were also at Canada's Grouse
Mountain comp. where they were
early pacesetters. And Brian
Milton, no less, ran the public
address em.

Bob England has PROMISED
Wings! his very own Letter from
America. Hermes tells me he'll
believe it when he sees it. ..

Also on the overseas flying trail
is Avon chairman and BHGA
council member Colin Lark, off
looking for a job at Lachens,
France. Anything for a lark, Mr.
Laugh.

And North Yorkshire's John
Bowman has persuaded Air India
to allow him free passage for the
new Typhoon he's acquired during
a recent return from Bombay —
land of the bamboo and polythene
bog rog, it is said. Hermes
reckons we could be hearing more
soon from Mr. B. in this land of
hills and heat...

Talking of far-off places, Barry
Blore's implication in  August
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Wings! that no-one takes
Clubman’s Mere quite as seriously
as the Northumbrians do has gone
down like moonshine at a
methodist tea party on the Hills
of the North.

“MNo-one enters 8 comp. if they
don't want to win,” say the
jubilant Georgies, club Shield
holders three years running.

And they've got a thousand
Press cuttings and 50 tapes of radio
interviews to underline the point:
“"We ARE the champions.”...

Still in God's Own Country,
safely north of the Tees, another
skirmish has been brewing around
THAT place Newton Aycliffe.

. Northumbrians lake Mere Serfously...
The trike show reported on
elsewhere in Wings! was a hush-
hush job arranged with Aycliffe
Development Corporation by Peter
Hargreaves and Jim Brown.
When the event clashed with the

League final, the organisation was
handed over to Richard Wolfenden
of the newly-formed Hornet Micro-
ights, of Bradford. Richard
handled the invited guests-only
fliers list, much to the apparent
umbrage of some of North
Yorkshire's barnstorming  trikers
who thought the whole do had
fallen into the clutches of some
“southern” outsider...

On the subject of trikes, Hermes
reminds me about the triker at
Mere whose identity shall remain
undisclosed for a further small
consideration,

One resident of a sleepy
Wiltshire village is still suffering
severe shock after a mysterious
voice in the silent night sky shouted
down in the pitch dark and asked:
“Which is the way to mere?”’

.4 deepy Wiltshire village ...

INSURANCE

Claims experience has forced underwriters to increase premium on all new Personal Accident Insurances — but a lower renewal
premium applies to those previously insured without claim.

PERSOMNAL ACCIDENT BENEFITS IN THE EVENT OF A HANG GLIMNG ACCIDENT

arranged.

The following Personal Accident Insurances are placed at Lloyd's and
are applicable to United Kingdom based BHGA Members. They are
effective throughout Europe. Extensions beyond that can however be

CAPITAL 5UM WEEKLY BENEFIT )
IN THE EVENT OF DEATH, LOSS OF EYE/LIMB {OR USE PAID UP TO 104 WEEKS (EXCLUDING FIRST 14 DAYS) FOR 50 LONG AS DOCTOR
THEREOF) DR PERMANENT TOTAL DISABILITY CERTIFIES YOU TOTALLY UNABLE TO FOLLOW NORMAL OCCUPATION
MNew Renswal Corle Weekiv HBenefur New Rerewal
Code Copital Sum Benefie Premium M inirrien Fremium  Premirm NOTE: Benefits are normally paid at end
AS £ 5,000 £ 25,00 £20.00 D2 £20 per week £15.00 £12.00 of Disablement period — but in cases of
Ab £ 6,000 £ 30,00 £24.00 D30 L3 per week £22.50 £18. 00 hardship we can normally arrange a
Al £10,000 £ 50.00 £40.00 D4 £40 per week £340, (W £24.00 cheque each four weeks after benefit
AlS £15 000 £ 75.00 £60.00 D51 £50 per week £37,.50 £30).00 g
A0 £20 X0 £100.00 £80.00 D) £ per week £45. 1K) £36.00

FOR COMPETITION PILOTS ie. THOSE TAKING PART IN NATIONAL OR INTERNATIONAL COMPETITIONS OR THE LEAGUE — OR COMPETITIONS
ABOVE CLUB LEVEL, UNDERWRITERS HAVE INSISTED ON THE ABOVE RATES PLUS 23%
FOR MANUFACTURERS, THEIR EMPLOYEES AND INSTRUCTORS PLEASE ADD 5% TO THE ABOYE PREMIUMS

Mo Proposal Form required, provided you are between 16 and 65, can warrant you are fit and declare any serious accidents or illnesses duning past five years, we can normally give
cover immediately we receive your NAME, ADDRESS, AGE, OCCUPATION, GLIDER DETAILS, BHGA OR CLUB MEMBE RSHIP NUMBER AND CHEQUE

PLEASE GIVE YOUR WIFE'S FULL NAME IF YOU WISH HER NAMED AS BENEFICIARY IN THE EVENT OF YOUR DEATH.

GLIDER ALL RISKS (GROUNDY COVER LK. ONLY
Palicy excludes Flight Accidents but covers every accidental ground risk that we have yet thought of e g. Thefi, Damage resulung from Car Acadent, ete. (Excluding first £5 ()
cach claim. But £10 when ngged for fight). Includes 30 days i Europe cach year

GLIDER VALUE £400 PREMILIM £8.00 GLIDER VALUE £400 FREMIUM L1000
GLIDER VALUE £350 PREMILIM  £9.00) GLIDER VALLUE  £450 PREMILIM £11.00

EACH ADDITIONAL £50 VALUE — ADD £1.00 PREMIUM, RATES FOR SYNDICATES CLUBS ETC.. ON APPLICATION
LIFE, ENDOWMENT, HOUSE FURCHASE AND PERMANENT HEALTH INSURANCE

We can still offer normal terms for most Life, Endowment, House Purchase and Permanent Health Insurance.
D3 comee to us first if you contemplate any form of Life, Endowment, Ulnit Linked House Purchase or other insurance

THERE NEED BE NO PREMIUM LOADING TO COVER THE HANG GLIDING RISK.

We have arranged special terms for BHGA Members and we will gladly gquote il you will write or telephone
REGGIE SPOONER INSURANCE BROKER FOR THE BHGA, CLIFTON HOUSE, BATH ROAD, COWES, L.LOW. PO3 TRH. TELEPHONE: COWES (0983) 291305

SOTE: Incontrast to Personal Accident
rates, two or three major Life
Companies, with good Profit Records.
are now offening Life, Endowment and
House Purchase Palickes at normal raies,
DO LET USQUOTE

POWERED HANG GLIDING AND TOWING QUOTATIONS GLADRLY GIVEN OM REQUEST
HOLIDAY COVER — including the Hang Gliding nsk readily arranged. Details on applicaton

TOWING and/or POWERED Hang Gliding is NOT COVERED by any of the above, except by previous wntten authority. 1 in doubt, ring REGGIE SPOONER on (983-292305
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BRITISH C. OF A.
APPLIED FOR

THE REVOLUTIONARY NEW GLIDER

* Superior Sink rate
* Better glide * More penetration
* High stability * Superb handling
* Aerodynamically ideal for power

Southdown Sailwings. 82 Goldstone Villas., Hove, Brighton
Tel: Brighton (0273) 732007



L. .0 .0.9.0.

MPETITION PAGE

£20 credit from Mainair Sports to be won!

Editor — Stan Abbott,
72, Hartley Avenue,
Leeds LS6 2LP
Tel. 446701

NOVEMBER DEADLINES

Final deadline, October 31
Advertising orders by October 23

CHARGUS T250

A versatile, quiet, efficient aireraft available in
single and dual seat versions from £1,476 + VAT.
Duel seat Aircraft available for demonstrations.

The Trike Unit is available separately — £950 +
VAT and CHARGUS will be pleased to convert

any modern glider to power standard. Send
large s.a.e. to PRYCARDAN LTD., 28 BAGDALE,

WHITBY, NORTH YORKSHIRE. Tel: Whitby
604353.

THE monstrous mix-up in
the September cross-
tubeword means there
are two E10 competition
prizes to be won this
month.

Frustrated crossword
addicts can complete the
September puzzle using
these revised clues:-

Min sink: 6) “"Degree Five"”
— song from Germany (7)
8] Of backward student
and depressions he goes
after (7)

Luffing: 1) Insulate map-

makers in Nigeria (5)
The October contest is

a fun one — fill in the
“bubbles” on the picture
and the entry judged
most humorous by the
Editor wins!

The picture, by Mark
Junak, shows the new
British champion Johnny
Carr, left, with fellow
British team member
Andrew Wilson.

The shot was taken at
the Abergavenny League.

Entries to both compet-
itions should be sent to
Stan Abbott, 72 Hartley
Avenue, Leeds LSE 2ZLP,
the crossword by October
25 and the caption
contest by the end of
the month.

Back next month with
a new Crosstubeword by
a NEW compiler!

Wings! is typeset by Leeds Alternative Publications Ltd.,

and printed by Arthur Wigley and Sons, of Leeds.
Lay-out Mary Sarmuel
Additional artwork by Harry Hammill and Mary Samuel.
Commercial Editor: Sylvia Howard, 4 Somerwood., Rodington, Nr. Shrewbury
afhropshire (Lipton Magna (074-377) 365)
BHGA Council: President: Ann WelchOBE ; Chairman: Roy Hill ((865-73520);
Freasurer: Percy Moss ((926-59924)
Members: David Bedding (08444-7186), Howard Edwards (029671-2086 ), Diane
Hanlon (051-652-5218), John levers (049-525-4521). Clive Smith (0582-26229),
Colin Lark (0453-46592), Bob Mackay (0792-813318), Ted Frater (0929-480634)

Council (fficers and staff: Principal Execurive Officer: Barry Blore (0235
R34033), Secretary: Chris Corston (OH23-BER140), Traming: Bob Harrison {((I7(-
A3755), Medical Adviser: Dr Dunstan Hadley, BHGA Solicior Anthony
Maclaren, Membership Secretary: Janet Haves, Record and FA @ Award Claims.
Rick Wilson, Welfare Acviser: Liz Squires, Radio Communications (ficer: Dave
Smith, verseas Travel Advizver: Len Hull

BRITISH HANG GLIDING ASSOCIATION: 167TA Cheddon Road, Taunton,
Somerset TA2TAH. Tel: (1823-85140)

WINGS! may be obtaned regularly by joiming the BHGA. or on a subscription of
L12 pan the UK. Those outside the UK are requested 1o send Sterling International
Monev Orders E12 {surface mail) or £24 {airmail) for an annual subscription
Detnls of membership will be sent on request. IN ALL CASES WRITE TO
FAUNTOMN, Wings! s published by the British Hang Gliding Association. The
Views expressed an i are not necessarily those of the BHGA Council, its (Officers,
Members or the Lditor

Contributions are welcome. Articles should be typewnitten if possible. Photo-
graphs und cartoons should be uccompanied by the appropriate captions. and anmy

matertal which is 10 be returned should be accompanied by a stamped and address-
ed envelope

Fhe Editor reserves the right to edit contributions where necessary

Il members or subscribers change address. or copies of Wings! do not arrive,
please contact the Membership Secretary at the Taunton Office. In all correspond-
ence give vour Tull name, address and MEMBERSHIP SXUMBER iif applicable)
Please give live weeks notice for changes of address if possible. If you, vour club, or
any local |'|-.|.I'|!_' ghding activily gets writien up in a local paper, natonal paper, or
magasne, please send a copy to the Taunton Office for the BHGA Press Cultings
collection. This applies to the UK only ‘
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