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16,600' over Lancs!

BOB Calvert is claim-

ing a world microlight
altitude record after

climbing to 16,500
feet over Lancashire
on Januray 27.

The flight marked the
successful  culmination of
weeks of planning by Bob
and John Hudson, boss of

Mainair Sports, Rochdale.

Bob was flying a Mainair
trike unit on a Solar Wings
Typhoon and was carrving a
harograph. The previous
record of 12,300 ft. was sel In
the USA on a Mitchel Wing.

Take-off was from 300 ft.
ASL., just north of Blackburn
and took an hour and a quarter
and two gallons of pelrol.

Standard

Much of the height gain was
in wave lift which took the
aircraft somewhat higher than
the normal ceiling for mosl
light aircraft.

The first 6,000 ft. were gained
in an amazing eight minutes.

The unil was powered by
330cc Robin twin with adapted
carburettor, but was otherwise
standard.

John Hudson, left, with Bob, the trike and the

precious barograph

“1 could see both coasts, east
and wesl — [ could see from
scotland down to Snowdonia,”’
sald Bob after the flight, I
was jusl skied-out with wave."

“*In the morning I went up
to 1.400ft., and was still climb-
ing fairly rapidly but I came
down and messed aboult with
the engine. [ got up there
again and realised it wasn't

trace.

golng up as fast so 1 adjusted
the engine in flight.

“Fventually 1 ran out of fuel
and was still going up. 1 went
through lavers of wave.”

Bob was nol carrving oxygen
but said: "1 was in no danger
— 1 have been trained Iin
hypoxia,™

His sights are now set on the
big wave al 20-30,000ft.!
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CONTACT:

EXISTING

that some major U.K.
NO LONGER REGARD HANG GLIDING AS A
RISK SPORT

LIFE, ENDOWMENT,

REGGIE SPOONER -
119 High Street, Newport,

In spite of those heavy losses
RATES FOR PERSONAL ACCIDENT COVER
will be maintained throughout 1982

In fact through us they offer special schemes
MEMBERS OF THE B.H.G.A.
PROTECTION OR HOUSE PURCHASE

INJURY

Insurance Companies

for

INSURANCE

that Insurance Underwriters have paid
AS MUCH TO HANG GLIDER PILOTS
as a result of

HANG GLIDING DEATH OR
than we have paid to them in premiums

HIGH

FOR LIFE, PERSONAL ACCIDENT AND GLIDER INSURANCE

INSURANCE BROKER TO THE B.H.G.A.
I1.0.W.

or telephone him or Tim Saul on 0983 522676

Goodbye
Chris

BHGA Secretary Chris
Corston has announced
his impending resig-
nation after many

years service.
Bob Mchay adds:

“Yes... Chris Corston has
resigned.
No... this is not a formal

appreciation full of obligatory
cliches. There will be a
beiter time and a better way
to express our feelings at the
A.G.M.

Something like 25 per cent
of our membership changes
every yvear so there can’t be
all that many who can recall
the pioneer days from 74 to
77 when Chris flew with us.
My log book for Sun Oct 19th
1975 reads. ..

‘Bryncaws, wind ESE 13
mph — Glider, Breen King
Kite 1) 5 mins 2) & mins

Breen Hi Fli 3) 4 mins.

Too many visitors and not
mudch lift band so only short
flights.

Chris Corston got up high
and stayed up and managed
to ground loop on landing..
later vwisitors pgot further
along and really got high.
That's the way to fly this site
and they showed us.. '

From which you will gather
that Chris was a good deal
better than I was even if he
did ground loop on landing.
It was 4 much more comimaon
event in those floppy sail days
that now.

The B.H.G.A. was in |ts
infancy, the work load for
Chris was extreemly heavy.
He  flew whenever and
wherever he could until that
fateful day which Reggie
Spooner reported in March 97
Wings!...

Dear Sir,

O SR Felirddryg, 1977, Chos Corslon
wrole, o fRe mildie of o very o
{etfer dealing with School, Flying Sites,
BHGA s Airunrthiness  ond
Regulrafion, Okl Avabion  Autheorily,
Aecidents amd o fos! af mther malfers —
“wsarry for scribble, bwi @i s 230 in
T L T iR i I"r'-'r.'ln'lc'u”.l.l rr.uin.u
ta get cverygthing done before leaving
for Frefond af 12 neon foday'

Chris wuwrx on duly for ux af 230
in the mormtng, was going (6 Ireland,
il the Treish Hang Gliding Associalion
vEiib e foiedi, 0F (FE r.l.l':.l'u'qrrf vl oa Phedr
gl o behalf, to furtker the inferests
il rr ."-‘.p.ur'r

Tragically, on Sunday I13h Febiruary,
fepdetniey off Rowr arFr [t |rff T hix
dutiecs, af the sport he loved, he hed

il acedent — and ey never walk
(AP NEy]

But that wasn't the end of
Chris nor was it the end of his
personal tradgedies... how he
has kept going I'll never
really understand and vyet
talking to him after last
Sunday’'s Council meeting all
I got was a gquiet determined
appreciation of his plans for

the future... setting up his
own business... selling his
ldeas and expertise in
systems... concern for the

B.H.G:.A.... I journeyed home
with a light heart... I mean...
What the hell have I, or any
of us, really got to worry
about?




FLIGHT
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Roy's
move

BHGA Chairman Roy
Hill has moved to

“Rimes Yard,"
Kingston Bagpuize, near
Abingdon, Oxon. He

was still waiting to hear
his new phone number
when Wings! went to
press.

Rhigos
out

An approach by the
South East Wales Club
to the Forestry

Commission to formalise
flying arrangements at
Rhigos, Mid-Glamorgan,
has resulted in the
suspension of flying
there!

The sile has been
flown unofficially for
about five years and the
approach was made to

facilitate negotiations
with the commission
OVEer other sites,
explained chairman

Martin Hann.

Anyone flying
the northerly site
pending the outcome of

negotiations risks
prosecution.
Lost & found
corner
STOLEN -  White

Sigma glider with gold
trailing edge and keel
pocket. This glider

“disappeared’ from the
roof of the owner's car
outside the Three Horse-
shoes pub, Headingley,
Leeds, and was in a
bright yellow Southdown
bag.

Owner Phil Blakeney
was refurning to London
from the Dales and asks
all members to be on the
look-out for the glider.
Any information gladly
received on 01-788-21486.

‘'owzabo

JIMMY Saville had the tables turned
on him when he held his ‘open day’

at Stoke Mandeville Hospital

to

receive the donations for his Spinal

Unit fund.

He was presented with a

“We'll help

Jim to Fit It'" medallion by Peter Harris

of Hastings,
Hang Gliding Club,
in October raised
£1,020.00 for the
appeal fund.

He was as delighted
as he was surprised and
wore it to receive Santa

Claus (Tony Fuell),
who travelled from
Thame airfield, seven
miles away, in a
powered Lightning trike,
piloted by Keith
Reynolds.

We had earlier

recruited the local ATC
squad to clear a runway
free from snow,

Flare

The problem was Lo
get Jimmy away from
the reception hall in the
hospital to the landing
field at the edge of the
hospital grounds, He
had, after all, some 300
other guests as well as
the dozen hang glider
pilots present. So, whalt
did he do?

He brought them all
out with him, where

Aycliffe
pay-off!

Peter Hargreaves,
who lost sponsorship
worth several thousand
pounds in the Newton
Aycliffe fiasco, has
received the final
insult...

Aycliffe and Pelerlee
Development Corpora-
tion wWas insensitive
enough Lo send a
Christmas card
recording its hest
wishes!

representing the Southern
whose charity fly-in

the
waiting
the
permission o

they all watched
aircraft circle
for Jimmy to fire
flare for
land.

Jimmy had trouble
triggering off Lhe flare,
s0 Peler wenl 1o assisl
him — both were
unprepared for the loud
bhang which followed and
the tracer shot up 1000
feel into the air before
the flare parachuted
gently to earth,

Publicity

After touching down
gently on the snow, the
microlight taxied across
to Jimmy and his large
entourage, when Santa
alighted to present him
with the cheque,

by Peter Harris

suitably mounted in a

large coloured Hang
Gliding landscape
folder,

This was greeted with
a spontaneous round of
applause and the whole
amusing and
spectacular sequence
was filmed by the ITN
News film crew who
came along for this
purpose, Unfortunately,
this was not screened as
the Spanish World Cup
football draw fiasco
overran its time and
there was nolt Llime Lo
show us,

So, what would have
been good publicity for
the Hang Gliding image
and for Jimmy's Stoke
Mandeville fund was
missed by a potential 12
million viewers.

¢ Cover picture by

Dennis Thorpe
shows Santa’s
Puma about 400ft.
over Stoke
Mandeville.
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Jimmy Saville with medallion tries the Puma
for size — picture by John Hunter.

It’s quicker by trike!

THE scene — an ex-RAF
wartime airfield
somewhere in Bucks., A

by Dennis Thorpe

Hen does a circuit and reports

a couple of low passes for the
Press and TV
southern

cameras -— the
club had informed

battered grey (once white)
Triumph pulls up.

Inside five heavies (apologies
to Keith Reynolds, Tony Fuell,
Dave Bluett and Steve Goad)
are still sifting through crumpled
newspapers for the remains of
their fish supper lunches.

The security guard lets us
through with a grin — he has
been told to expect a bunch of
lunatics who are going to ly a
microlight aircraft into Stoke
Mandeville Hospital.

The weather is perfect — the
sun is shining through a haze of
mixed high altitude cloud. A
light south-easterly is blowing —
the ideal direction for landing
approach. IDave has assured us
that RAF Brize Norton says to
expect turbulence higher up.

that it seems guite smooth. Tony
bundles nervously into the back
with a walkie/talkie and the gear
he is presenting to J.8. He
informs us that this is the first
time he has been up in a two-man
microlight.

Try and remember what it was
like the first time you rode pillion
on a motorbike — once it has
started you can't get off!

We dash over to Ren's car,
sling everything in the boot and
hurtle off in pursuit.

Ren later reported that the
hospital became visible as soon
as they had gained any height,
eliminating the earlier navigation
worries. It was indeed wvery
turbulent above S00ft.

The trike begins to descend as
we get closer to the hospital,
the plan being for them to make

everything from Nato downwards
of our intentions.

We enter the hospital itself,
which spreads over several acres
in a maze of buildings. As we
try to find our way to the sports
field at the back, we realise the
trike is making its final approach.

With faultless timing Dave
pulls into a dead end, and
cursing, we all leap out and speed
through the hospital on foot.

Thanks to Stoke Mandeville,
Southdown Sailwings and
Ultrasports for their Puma, all
of the Southern Club who turned
up, and anyone else involved,
including Debenham’'s for the
Santa Clans outfit and Alan

Hustwayte who designed the
“We'll help Jim to fix it"”
medallion.

« See also story on p2i.
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Towing
drive
begins

BHGA  Council has
thrown its weight behind

a4 major Initiative to
promote towing in
Britain.

The aim is the perfec-
tion of a safe towing
system — robably
based on the established
systems used by Andy
Brough ( Wings!
September 1980) and
Howard Edwards — to
win approval by the ins-
urance companies.

Council sees towing as
opening the door to
increased hang gliding
activity in Britain's flat-
lands and hence a more
healthy membership.

BHGA Training Officer
Bob Harrison has been
briefed to make towing
his major priority work
area.

" Lachens
trip

The Western Counties
Club has arranged a trip
to Lachens for the 23
27 May, hiring a mini
bus and leaving from
Southampton on a night
crossing.

Due to several last
minute let downs the
club urgently requires
fliers/non-fliers to fill
the bus. Estimated cost
£100 per person for ferry,
petrol and hire of bus.

Will anyone interested
please contact Colin
Graham on Plymouth
333611,

_Important

A5 a result of recent
fatalities it has come to
the notice of the
Training Committee that

some training gliders
have been modified
from  their original

specification without the
authority of the Manu-
facturer. This practice
may impair the air-
worthiness of the glider
and may invalidate
insurance,

_Enwn under

steve Moyes is report-
edly working on
Australia's answer o
the 100 percent double
surface Shark from New
Zealand.

4

Shanklin bound!

“WE shall return' said
the hang gliding and
microlight pilots after the
1981 Shanklin Festival —
And they are — the phone
lines to Shanklin have
been buzzing with pilots
wanting to return for the
1982 event.

For the uninitiated 1981 saw
the first Shanklin Festival and
National Hang Gliding and
Microlight Rally. Jointly
organised by the Isle of Wight
Hang Gliding Club and Shanklin
Hoteliers, the object was to
provide a week of flying for the
pilots plus lots of fun and games
to entertain the rest of the family.

From all accounts, it was a
success — despite unusually bad
(for the Isle of Wight that is)
weather, both hang gliders and
microlights flew every day.

The Festival with the Red
Arrows display team, R.A.F.

BY Viv Rayner,

Shanklten-Hotel and Guest
House Associalion

Static Display, the NDN
Firecracker (a display not unlike
a Pitts Special,) Peter Stuyvesant
Water Sports — ski-ing, jet-skis,
parascending and wind surfing,
plus the usual bands, majorettes,
stalls, side shows etc. kept every-
one amused.

Every evening a different
location provided free entertain-
ment of various kinds — veterans
will recall how morning briefing
sessions revealed the toll taken
by the night before!!

For 1982 even more fun and
games are planned — additional
events already include: crazy
boatrace, organ competition,
greasy pole, water tournaments,
doughnut eating contests. Many
others are still in negotiation but
we understand that a certain

1 said it didel sughter e allowed

~them Hand Gliders with engines on

“down under'
be included.

The Festival itself runs from
Friday April 30 to Tuesday May
4. However, as flying officially
starts on April 24, so does the
entertainment.

Apart from the Festival,
families will find lots to do on
the Island. There are over 50
different places of interest to visit
— from Osborne House — where
even Queen Victoria was amused
— to a Dolls Museam; [rom
Oshorne Smiths Waxworks —
where they actually move! to
Blackgang Chine with enormous
dinosaurs; and from a life size
Wild West Village to Robin Hill
and its commando assault course.

During the 1981 event, veterans
remarked on the warmth of their
welcome —  this is normal in
Shanklin and on the Island and
not just because the event was
encouraged by the Council.
Indeed afterwards, locals
commented how empty the skies
looked and how much they were
looking forward to 1982 and the
hang gliders' return. Ven
including one old dear who, on
the earsplitting arrival of The
Red Arrows, remarked that she
liked hang gliders “*but them red
ones with engines didn't ought
to be allowed.™

NOTE: Accommodation details
and reduced car ferry rates are
available for both participants
and non-participants. When
booking your accommodation
please state whether or not you
will be bringing your “wings"
with you. To receive those
details write to S.H.G.H.A., 6la,
Regent Sitreet, Shanklin, Lo.W.
P37 TAE or phone (098 386)
3364,

sport may well

Still some places

PREPARATIONS for the first Foster's

Draught —
British open are
writes BARRY BLORE.

and still achieve the with the running of the

£1 . h number of tasks competition then this
000 first Prizé — required to justify a could be the first and
WE"“EdUEnCBd, prize of £1,000. last BIG competition

s WE MUST also ©rganised by the BHGA.

attempt to limit the We need events like this

Last month’s article on the Shanklin
Festival and Foster's Draught British
Open may have left the membership
ill-informed on some points as some

information was
unfortunately edited
out.

The following should
clarify the situation:
* THE COMPETITION
Is open to ALL pilots
of P2 standard who are
members of the BHGA
and club members also.
* THE COMPETITION
Is international and
therefore must be mean-
ingful. If more
applications are received
than there are vacancies
then obviously the better

qualified pilots will be
selected. At the time
of writing there were
still some vacancies —
see January Wings! for
method of entry.

* APPLICANTS for the
competition who have
not received a refusal or
competition rules by
March 30 should contact

Derek Evans on 0R92.
J6026.
* WE MUST limit the

number of competitors
to 100. This is the max-
imum we can cope with

number of fliers on the
island throughout the
competition period for
the following reasons:

—some of the sites are
delicate and overcrowd-
ing by pilots — some of
whorm will almost
certainly break loeal
agreements — could
result In these sites
being lost.

— sites used by the 100
competitors must be
closed to all other fliers
s0 as o achieve the

requisite  number of
tasks and avoid
confusion.

—It is hoped to make
this an annual event, If
we lose sites or interfere

to altract sponsorship.

* THE SHANKLIN
Festival will be in full
swing from April 30 to
May 3 — see -story on
this page.

* THERE will be a
minimum of ten prizes
for the British Open,
plus a elub prize if

sufficient clubs are
represented.

HELF..HELP: 1 wili
require a few more
marshals, four wind

dummies and a couple
of commentators i
accommodation and
some other costs paid.

Contact me on 0235-
834033

Barry Blore



It's that man Bailey

National Cross Country League organiser DAVE
HARRISON reviews the 1981 season and looks

forward to the coming XC months

LAST year, the League's
second, was going to be
make or break. Was there
a place for a National

Cross Country League?

Did pilots of all abilities
want  it? Would  the
Competition Committee still
support it?

Thankfully, I think the answer to
these questions was '"'Yes'',

The number of entries grew by an
astonishing 350 per cent and closed at
75 — and that's an awful lot of work!!

But what really was interesting was
the standard of the flights. The
averages for first and second places
were improved upon slightly,

In 1980 they lay in the
and are now in the upper 40s.

But the main differences however
have shown from third place
downwards.

For example, Sandy Fairgrieve
earned himself a third place in 1980
with an average of 23.6 miles. The
same average this yvear would put a
pilot into 14th place — that's 11
lower!!!

The first flight of 1981 was by Dick
Brown in late February with an
astonishing 12.2 miles. March
brought better weather and entries
poured in. Hob Balley got straight
to the top but found he could not
dominate the table this year.

John Stirk did his big one with Jim
Brown and later Jim clocked up more

low 40s

miles, only to find Pete Robinson
up in front.
Michel Carnet and Johnny Carr

pushed Robert right down the table,
but with the crafty deployment of
midweek thermals he doggedly fought
his way up again, took the lead in
August, and there he stayed.

Another thing I have personnally
watched with interest has been the
development of the Scots. They have
been creeping up all year, partly
due to a good Scottish summer! (I
don't want to experience a bad onej,
but mostly due to a fresh confidence
that has overcome fears of 15-mile
walkouls in case of a single mistake.
That's commitment!!!

To the other extreme of the country
— the South has come in strongly
and taken four of the top ten places.
Johnny Carr just pipped Pete
Robinson to third place after Pele's

Pietures — Mark Juna k

'é‘i-

First — Robert Bailey
(Dales)

early lead.

In fact it is Pete who is the top
non-League Pilot — congratulations.

Also featuring for the first time
have been female entries, which is
fantastic. It is something our sport
lacks and therefore I find it a pleasure
to welcome Judy Leden, Natalie
Wilson and Jenny Ganderton to the
table and here's wishing all female
fliers every success for this coming
vear!

It is slightly embarrassing for me to
reiterate last month's news that the
Dales club have, for the second time,
won the Club award (total 154), with
Southern (104.6) and Pennines (84.0)
runners up.

Can they manage the hatrick? I'm
sure Johnny Carr has something to
say about that.

50 what of 18827 Well, there are
going to be a few changes. Firstly,
this lot is going to be computerised.
I'm afraid this year has seen the end
of my calculator and (nearly) my
index finger.

Secondly, I'm going to drop the
averaging of your flights. Instead,
League positions will be quoted as
TOTAL MILES of the best three

submitted. KEssentially it is the same
thing, (just a bigger number) but
it means a fairer result. le. the

difference between pilots would not be
reduced by a third. Also, it is less
work.

Thirdly, and I am afraid this has
to be, only the top 75 names of the
Cross Country League will be
published in Wings!. This does nol
mean that 1 shall only accept 75
entrants, on the contrary, I shall
accept every single one and you will
all be put on to my own copy of the
table.

Well, that's just about it but, before
I sign off and await the first XC
results of 1982, I should like to stress
that although the XC League is here
to provide friendly competition
between pilots and clubs, it is open not
just to the top bhods but to every
BHGA member, including you.

It is also here to reflect the ‘‘state-
of-the-art’” of cross country skill in
this country. It is a useful indication
of how our exciting sport Is
developing and what, with a little
practice, can be achieved by anyone
once he has his or her bum off the
deck.

Chow,
Dave.

A |
23
24
25
18
27
28 Graham Ball
29
30
K |
a2
KK |
4

|

Second — Jim Brown

(Dales)

— Holting Qray

Profure

National XC League

Final 1981 placings

All distances in miles
¢ denotes British League pilot

Aober Bailey
Jirm Brown
Johnny Carr
Fater Robinson
Michal Carnat
Bob Harrison
Colin Lark
Allam Smith
Richard Brown
10 John Stirk

B D LT B Ll P

11 Sandy Fairgriave

12 Meil Atkinson
13 Al Milna

14 Donald Carson
15 Marc Asquith
16 Jahn Fannell
17 Mark Silvaster
18 Bill Walkear
19 = Jahn Narth
19 = 3rian Goddan
21= Chris Taylor

21 = Chris Taylor

= Pater Wataraorth

Dougal Scott
Philip Higginsa

Howard Rockliffa

Gordon Holmes
GaoH Snapa

Davin Bluatt

P. Huddleston
Tony Hughes
Richard Iddon

Donald MacKenzia

Tam Hardia
= 35 John Clarke

35 = Angus Pinkerion

37 Mick Pallard
3 Dave Bryant
33 lan Rawson |
40 Carl Tonks

41 MNick Stansfiald

42 Richard Armstrong

43 Paul Wity

44 Mika Hibbit

45 Len Hull

46 Dave Wood

47 Dave Catanagh
48 Ralph Bygott

49 = Judy Ladan

49 = Josaph Cullan
51 Richard Flaharty
52 P.J. Mason

53 Brent Richardson

B4 Matalie Wilson
55 Colin Graham
56 John Harthman
87 Robin Smith

58 John Wilkins

59  Jenny Candarton

B0 lam Currer
61 Digby Rula

Dales

Dalas
Southerm
Waossax
Southem
Dalas

Avon
Wassax
Panning
Dalas
MNorthampton
W. Caountias
Angus
Ospray Invarnass
Marcian
Dunstable
Pannine
Lanarkshira
Pannine
Marth Yorks
Cumbna

Cumbiria
Avon

Angus
Sheftiald
Boan

Gaorge Calay
Panmino

Paak
Sautharn
Shaffisld

Pafifing
Lanarkshira
R.AF. Moray Eaglas
Paak District
Lanarkshire
Pannina

Fanning

Wastern Countias
Dales
Lanarkshire
Georga Calay
Thames Vallay
Shaffisld

South West Walas
Gaorge Calay
Lincs

Southarm
Lanarkshire
George Caley
Wastarn Countias
North Yorks

Sky Surfers
Wastern Counties
Shatfield
Aberdeen

Dales

Dunstabla

Dales

62 Angelo D. Theodorakis Northumbria

63= Dava Chaason
63 = Clifford Foster

65 Bruce Goldsmith
66 Pater Mclennan

67 Mick Goodyaar
683 John Higham
63 Malcolm Clea
0 Grasme Baird
F1 Mark Dala

72 Tony Spirling
73 Meil Clark

74 Alan Davias

75 John Hawitt

Shafiiald
Dialas

Gaorge Caley
Shaffiald

Sky Surfers
Dunstabla
Georga Calay
Dales
Loughborough
Lowghborouwgh
Southarn

532
mi
50.0
204
484
18.2
2.0
6.4
270
B2.6
289
258
A
1.4
113
124
30.7
143
174
166

228
X8
16.6
12.9
22.9
19.8
136
ME
166
17.1
206
12.7
126
184
201
115

8.6

Bagalaszsl =288
DD LN a0 O e = T DD

= =

BepuauaBonm

PR —-L-.-n-.l-gﬂ—-t ﬂﬁ-.q-—n —
£ & = £ 0 bl i D e B N ER AD B ol | :
e | mumlﬁammnunm| MHﬁ-ﬁ-ﬂ-H—lHHI EBEMLOWD =0 MEeD DLW i L

w e RuNLDowloND Domow

|~

=SRIRIZNEE SF8ENLBEE
e B N STARAY. . AR Y. B = A =1

=
e -]

—

—l
;o W o, s R L
| | el el | e | tonitn | v | sl |

Third — Johnny Carr
{ Dales)

= ) B Ll A O S Y

REBBRRNSEBERE26S
o S = G5 AR B DN



FLIGHT
BRIEFS

Lottery
winners

The winners of the
January 500 Club lottery

are as follows:

LD, Entwistle E55.00; T.J
Hosprd 2750 M Ladamisalien
fi3.%5; R Kinder [8.25; B.G
Poage DERT) P.R. Wilsan [6.87

LA, Archer £550: A, Geldert
Loy Ihid. Mureay £5.03; LA
Maeiregar L5048

‘There was a total of
£137-50 prize money and
a like amount went to
BHGA funds.

Calling
E.J. Weaver

Would E.J.WEAVER,

— last known address
H.M.S. Falmouth

— please contact the
BHGA Treasurer Percy
Moss as the BHGA
wishes to pay you £15-75.

Southdown split —

SOUTHDOWN Sail-
wings Ltd. and lan
Grayland — designer of
the distinctive Lightning
glider — have parted
company.

A statement from the

directors of the limited
company which
superceded Southdown

Sailwings cites a ‘‘finan-
cial conflict’" between Mr.
Grayland and the firm's
major suppliers as reason
for the break.

The statement
Reynolds and
Walters reads:

**This reorganisation Was
necessitated by a financial
conflict between lIan Grayland
(trading as Southdown Sailwings)
Bob Wisely, a director of RMW
services, Litd., the primary
supplier of Southdown Sailwings.

“We had hoped that by this
time Ian and Bob would have got
together to find a solution to their
problems bult to date this has
proved not to be the case.

“It is therefore with regret that
the new company, Southdown
Sailwings LIMITED, must relec-
tantly but absolutely disassociate
itself with Ian Grayland and his
activities.

“IL 18

from Keith
Roy Venton-

hoped that the new

Great Bores

Of The Hill

No. 3 The barnstorming triker

“...well so far as I'm concerned the issue's
entirely to do with the question of personal
freedom I mean I ask you just what right
do these pinstripe pinkos have to come
along and tell US what we should and should
not do I mean an Englishman's home is

his castle and all that and there's few
enough places left on this earth where

a man can do as he pleases so I say fly

on chaps I mean damn it all back in the

old days they didn't go around inventing
rules to stop chaps flying I think it's a

load of ballyhoo this business about needing
a private pilot's permit or whatever they

call it to fly

a microlight would Alcock

and Brown have flown the Atlantic if they'd
had to go and fill out a load of stuffy

forms first damn sure they wouldn’t and all
this silly talk about airworthiness 'course

the ships

are
otherwise would they and this talk about

airworthy wouldn't

dangerous for people on the ground
poppycock I say and anyway no-one's
stopping them having a go too and anyhow

no-one's going to get hurt if they
off our backs NYYYYEEEEEEEYOWRRRR
e *$ICRUNCH,
BOOM!!!...... I say wasn't there a house over

RNGGGGG!!!!!

just get

there a minute ago..."

fly

WHAM,

TWO NEW
GLIDERS
FROM NEW
COMPANY

company, once fully established,
will offer a better and more
reliable service than hitherto. In
particular we shall be looking
for a closer liaison with our
agents and will be taking more
note of the feed-back with respect

to the marketability of our
products.””
These new products, writes

Roy Venton-Walters, include the
Lightning I1.

‘*After several months of devel-
opment work during which
variations on the ‘Lightning
theme' were studied (ineluding a
101 percent double surface
version which we rejected,) we
have brought out the new
Lightning 11.

This wing has vastly improved
speed as a result of lower trim
drag and washout. The sail has
been re-cut to provide a degree

of control and feel which our
competitors will find hard to
malch.

“In fact, after a trial flight,

on our prototype, Lester Cruise
the machine the

dubbed ‘best.-

handling glider' he had ever
flown. Meticulous attention has
been paid to detail finish of the
airframe and the sail, so it not

only is the part, it looks the
part as well!"’

Looking further ahead, he
adds: “The hang gliding market

has always been a ‘winner-takes.
all' game. It is now clear that
the sixth generation of glider
must overcome the performance
controllability barrier. It must
also be lighter and easier to rig
than the current generation.

A computer study of the aero-
dynamic parameters has clearly
defined the necessary path to
make a quantum jump in perfor-
mance, The new design
therefore, which is at its
embryonic stage, is technically
a high risk development, but this
is a gamble we feel we must
take, rather than whittling away
at  the last few percent in
performance, probably to the
detriment of handling.

“We are nol prepared to say
a lot about this new concept at
the moment other than it will
not look significantly different
from the existing fifth generation
and that it will not have a floating
cross tube airframe or a high
span. Iis internal control system
is hydraulic, and pilot control
by normal weightshift. We will
keep you informed on progress,
but do not expeet to launch the
product, even if totally
successful, before May.



Michel Carnet — one of hang
gliding’s most flamboyant
characters — begins his own

monthly round-up of overseas
news under his adopted name,

MICHAEL CARNET
FRANCE
September. Sites are in
El.ll'Opeall average 1M feet high and

Championship
1982

The 1982 European Hang
Gliding Championship will be
held in the south of France
at Millau near the platean of

there is one for almost every
wind direction. There are no
big mountains around and the
French call the flying they do
there ““English cross country”
because during last year's
French Nationals at Millau,
some flew to the coast
(Mediterranean sea 60 miles
away) just circling in zeros

Picture Vol Libre

The Dietl parachute in its container
in the keel pocket (see Germany)

Larzac, the first week of pushed by the wind.

Azur La
Mouette

After having three Azurs in
the top ten in Japan, La
Mouette is very busy;
dpparenlly their order book is
full until April. The Azur is
also used with the Ultra Sports
Tripacer power unit which La
Mouette is importing to
France.

Picture Vol Libre

Picture Val Libre

Gerard Thevenot on his
Azur in Japan

GERMANY
ROGI(Et canopy is connected to the

rocket by a cable.
Contact is made with an

The rocket on the keel

USA
Club of 100 miles

deployment cectric swiich on  the
chest of the pilot. That's what George Worthington calls the group of pilots who have flown
One  second  after more than 100 miles: they are 34 and here is the list. The two British

pressing the switch the
canopy is completely
outside the container and

names are Joe Binns and Keith Cockroft.

parachute

g ; 1977 Jerry KATZ............ T veeeeess 103in: USA
ﬁ:ﬂﬂwaysfg‘;imd?e g]‘fﬁg 1980 Larry TUDOR.............. S ... 109 USA
P&!"':l{:hulE is 'lJ'lfliHE:d and 'I...:Um H“-lr.l'l CHE. Akt g AR SRR E AL LRSS 113 [JE.“.
the kite is hanging below George WORTHINGTON. ....... 105 and 111 USA
it. Eric RAYMONIY. .....oeivsessssivesssee 121 USA
i  f J“E B]-N HE llllllll B EF R EEEEREE AR EREERRE lﬂ'ﬂ USA
. Mathias Dietl is
g working on a system to Keith COCKROFT . ...oovvvinenennnnnnn 104 USA
2 a6 nEEmal - hRrneas. Bteve MOYES. .....ccouvvinsecssnsnnnses 109 USA
% mounted parachutes with 1951 JIMLEE........... errasssasssesasesess 168  USA World Record
:':"' his I'IDE]:{'ET. r.['he I‘_.:[.,.i'::E r-llfll? ﬁRFBlJﬂ+++l Bk R R R @R E R @ & B R @ “]3 I:I.I'Iﬂ 132 UEA
< should be around £250 plus RO AN it niin i et 101  Australia Oceanian Record
B parachute. Konrad DENZ. .........cci0nicennsnsnes 120 Germany and Austria,
a 1 suropean Record
| MahiasDied — \Narld Butch PEAGHY ...\ 12 USA
er four years o Steve MOYES........... A _—_ J8
intense work, a German ch s sh' Rn;l::rle GROOT....ccconnunns ﬁ; {]gg
pilot has fiesng;f; 2 yey dimpionsnip George WORTHINGTON. ... 115and 105 USA
e L ——— ]
system for a hanhg l_‘gliﬂw 1933 Ian %Eumiﬁ.... ....................... ié;. {;gi
BMErgenc drdachnuie. bt | W)
ﬁftegr -}F pt-r}ring a The 1933 wnr]_ﬂ Hang gtej.'ktle Hﬂr;[lﬁ-:l.l.i‘l.l.ﬂ.i-‘-i.l.l.i-i-‘l‘-'-i"i-l‘l.i‘i- ‘]-.g' :.u..rl;d‘ i:g l[—}gi
mechanical system with Gliding  Championship Rich CULBERSTON. 112 USA
springs, (like the British Wwill be held in West Tom VAYDA....... S e R R T T
Skymaster) then with Germany in Tegelberg, 60 Larry TUDOR...... : 165 and IEIIH USA
compressed air, Mathias miles south of Munich in DUdley MEAD. . ..vvuuunresssrereannnnnses USA
Dietl switched to the the Tyrol. The site is Rich PFEIFFER...........c0000sezeeees i USA
rocket. This fire work is 2,200 feet high and the Miguel GUTIERREZ. ........0000.00.... 138  USA
very reliable — no conditions for cross Mike de GLANVILLE. .........0c0000... 132 USA
flames, no smoke. The country can be excellent, Dave HARRIS. .. oovvrrrrrnnennnsnnnens 119 USA
idea is to eject the canopy  especially in July. But in TIM JOSEPH. . ..oocvnivecsssssrasssrses 115 USA
away from the rigging of (érmany cross country is Jeff BURNETT................. 114 and 1068 USA
the hang glider or the forbidden (verboten), as SDEEE TR X5 0 o e ok e cmon moncn 19 USA
propellor of the micro- is top landing.  This ol BINERE .. ri i ainnain 108 USA
light, sounds  like  another Alan BT .. icisevisstousiissona 105 USA
111&' parachu-te 13 mckﬂr MIH].HE mmmﬁﬁuﬂ Hlﬂh ERIEEY- FE S A EFEREEFEREEF R AR I.EE USA
packed in a container in which Josef Guggenmos Dave GIBBON.....cccarsrrrrrrsasssssss 102 USA
which is placed in the keel excells: he actually lives Tom KREYCHE. .......co0n0nesanssnnss 123 USA
pDEkEt H'T“-I' the End‘ :}f L.hE m TEEEIhErg‘ GRAPAJWZ‘J ------ FEFEE AR e Ew EE R R SR EEE Iﬂg USA
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Cautionary

Dear Stan —

I fly a Typhoon and would
like to share an experience I
had, while out flying.

After climbing our S.E. site (East
Hill) 1 rigged my glider and thoroughly
pre-flight checked it (so I thought).

The wind was only 10 m.p.h., so
I slipped on my harness etc. and
walited for the wind, which was slowly
picking up. After about 20 minutes
it was about 12ish, so 1 thought 1
would carry up to the top of the
pimple, Which gives yvou another 30
feel.

When 1 arrived I decided it was
soarable so I clipped in and took off.
The moment 1 took off 1 knew there
was something badly wrong.

I flew over the edge of the hill
and the handling was terrible. 1
tried to turn right along the ridge but
it wouldn't budge, even with a
substantial roll input. I flew directly
away from the hill — as it happened,
I didn't have much say in the matter.
The kite was more or less going where
it wanted to.

Fortunately East Hill has a large
landing area — most of our sites are
quite restricted at the bottom.

I dropped out of prone to look
around and see what was causing this
terrible behaviour, not that I could
do much in the air.

It was hopeless, every time I hit
a bump the kite was tossed from side
to side. 1 couldn't even counteract
the smallest bump.

tale

By this time I was starting to run
out of field and height — worst of
all I was hurtling downwind. It was
obvious I had to 360 back into wind to
land. But I mean, what do you do
when you can't turn? 1 pulled on
speed, hung my body and legs at
about 90° to the keel and slowly
pitched out. After three attempts
I completed the most square 360 of

all time but I was back into wind
and landed OK. Glad to be down,
I unclipped to Investigate, The

problem was only too obvious and self
inflicted.

There are two wires that come from
the floating crosstube  junction
assembly. The right hand wire was
pulled hard across the kingpost and
hooked on to the plastic end cap
of the nose-centre batten, where it
protrudes out of the pocket.

The wires must have been lying in
this position when 1 tensioned the sail.
The final result was the floating cross-
way. So it's probably a pood idea
to tape the end cap up and champer
the lip away so the wire won't snag.

I always check my glider before
flying but this time I made a mistake
(don’'t we all). I hope this is of
some value to fellow flyers! Safe
flying.

JOHN WALLIS
Newcastle.

_Not me!

Dear Stan —

Another correction for
Wings! Although it is
very flattering, I did not
win the North Yorkshire
League but was “'pipped
at the post” by Keith
Reynolds.

GRAHAM HOBSON
Manchester.

Three

= |t said in June 81 10 for 3t

Wings! you did! — Ed. bantams.

Will the other
S. Abbott own up!

Dear Sir, (May I call you Stan?) —
years
“beginner’'s hang
turned out to be a totally unairworthy
Skyhook 3A.

The entrepreneur who sold me the thing got

purchased a
which later

ago 1
glider'’,

it never saw him again, and ever

since it has been a comfortable perch for my
The reason I write is that at several

o points on the glider (7) and the associated harness
LA and equipment that were thrown in with it, appears

...and
again

Dear Stan —

I assign 50 lashes to
the person who gol my
name wrong on page 7
of the BSeptember 81
issue of Wings! John
Long indeed! My name
is WOODHOUSE!!! and

the inscription “*M.S. ABBOTT".

It occurred to me that you and “M.S. ABRBOTT"
may be one and the same.
the same person, then I have pleasure in making
you the offer of first refusal on this item, which
I am assured
years (o come.

I would suggest a figure of £500 (less keel and
guano) would not be too much to ask for such
an important piece of our history ete?

Awaiting yvour cheque,

If indeed you are

will become a collectors’ item in

ANDY BEERERY,
Preston.

P.5. I now fly a Cherokee about one minute 2

- maonth.
prﬁ;‘;‘,ﬂfl't' t that * Not Guilty! Ed. ...P.S. | liked the picture of the
Wingg.’ t'n::f.-':'I gg;?hlisl':ss-: SRRt eie pger

g;]%lué?ilfwm%d l[njll'f:l Dear Sir, Madam or you to all who have
Woodhouse for | fellow idiots — contributed in our sport
incorrectly crediting his Just a quick line to flying or not. See you

photo. Sorry John, t':mp;ral:!j]:-tm those all at the next Mere!
won't happen again. responsible for the new All the very best for the

Good lifts, “form™ of Wings! The coming year. -

JOHN (Rentaghost) Christmas issue was the BOB  (the original
WOODHOUSE best yet — brilliant! supernonk)
Nottingham And of course a thank- WOOTHERTON

L

All letters should be

to the Editor at
and should be

sent
72 Hartley Avenue, Leeds LSS 2LP
signed and written CLEARLY on one side of the
paper only.

On Wings!...

wiars completely ignorant

Dear Stan —

I redad, with
considerable irrita-
tion, the over-
whelming  protest
from two of our
4,000 members on
the subject of bad
language. Dammit
all, Sir! The Mary
Whitehouse
syndrome has
already ruined my
television viewing.
Must it, now,
castrate Wings!?

I make no apologies,
whatsoever  for  the
mild epithets that I used
in my article, as mild
they are when compared
with the words that at
least 90 per cent of our
members use on the hill,

I  speak here with
considerable authority,
as I calculate that I

have an acquaintance
with at least 50 per cent
of them. (Members 1|
medan, not the words),
May [ remind the
offending members that
Wings! is i club
magazine for circulation
among club members.
ft is not a children’s
comic. May I,
respectfully, suggest to
those parents who are
concerned aboul the
corrupting influence of
Wings! upon their
uncontrollable offspring,

that they hide their copy’

on the top of the
wiardrobe, together with
their back numbers of
Whitehouse, Penthouse
and Playboy?

* | also wrile to you in
Sorne B 1'1‘!1- rricssment
with  regard to the
duplication of my article
in both Wings! and
Flightline. I'n mitigation,
I' can only plead that,
since this was the first
article I have ever

o4 submitted for print [

af the journalistic
niceties. I didn't think
anyone would print the
bloody thing anyway!

{ tender my most
sincere apologies to both
you and Nick Regan.

By the way, the latter
article I submitted,
complete with CUSS
words is  exclusive lo
you, if yow want it.

Keep wup the good
work. More power
to your typing finger.

EWART EB. JONES
Crickhowell,
Powys.

Sorry Ewart... | feel a
real cad now! — Ed.

i
Dear Stan —

Thanks for yet another
greal issue of Wings! —
first class stuff! Having
said that, may 1 draw
your attention to an
error in your article,
which I hope you might
rectify.

Under the Review 3
April  (Quote) ‘'Keith
Revnolds wins the
Easter Webbington XC
Trophy on a Lightning.”

In fact, and for the
record, It was Colin
Lark (hey that's me)

who won the Webbington
AC flying a Demon 175,
My total distance
flown over four days
was 102 miles, the
longest being 41 miles.
You may also be
interested to know that
not only the Japanese
get Johnny Carr's name
wrong. 1 have a news-
paper cutting of Johnny
when he won the 1980
fifth League that ]
organised in this area,

giving his name as
Joan Carr.
Keep up the good

work. Good flying.
COLIN LARK
Dursley
Gloues.



Did they lose their

Dear Stan —

It seems, at last, the
subject of Owens Valley
is going to be brought
out into the open. And

about time too.

(reorge Worthington is
absolutely correct when he
says that the average Wings!
article would discourage even
the most enthusiastic flier.

Before I went out to Owens
Valley last summer, [ was
faced with this very problem.
I have great respect for those
members of the British team
who first visited Owens in '79.
(See Sept. 79 Wings!, P9-—-11).
But sadly, having been there
mysell, my respect for certain
members has diminished con-
siderably.

Since then, no other group of
British pilots (League or non-
League) has returned home
with any other attitude than
they'd love to return there
again sometime,

I've tried to think of reasons
as to why the *79 team have

still not changed their minds
to this day. Are their egos
too big to admit they
misjudged it? Did they really
lose their bottle? Perhaps they
flew in a bad year? Or
perhaps Super Scorpions aren't
suited to Owens Valley.
Whatever the reason, they've
something to answer for. We
may be world team champions,
but it's not at cross-country
flying. In fact, name a British
success in a big XC competit-
ion. If we think we're really
that good, then why do we not
rate at places like Owens? |
believe there are three reasons
Firstly, the opposition is
very, very good at this type of
flving. Secondly, site
knowledge is of prime import-
ance in XC competition. And
thirdly, we must send pilots

The cost of

‘dan

Dear Sir —

During the last two

[ have recently purchased a new house in the Bristol area,

Wings! I have had
now.

and have been forced into
numerous insurance policies,
solicitors" offices and bank
managers’ cupboards. Until
oW morigage protection
policies were for those
sensible, mature and earthly

people,

I, however, being informed
by the bank manager that I
had to now have a mortgage
insurance, duly completed the
relevant forms. 1 was very
careful to cross out the
dangerous sports column but did
comment that 1 participated in
hang gliding, although 1 did
not consider it to be dangerous.

As I left the bank there were
peals of laughter from the
clerical assistant ‘*Ha, Ha, he
doesn’'t consider it dangerous'’.
I remember wishing her chair
might do an involuntary loop.

Two days later I received a
lelephone call from  the
insurance company. ‘‘Are you
the hang glider?” I unclipped
my nose wire and said ""Yes''.
“Well, I'm afraid we have had
lo increase your premium a
little.”" 1 asked why.

“"Well, you know, if the wind

Yedrs 4ds
no E'i':lulfl.'

ger’

to write In

stopped blowing you would fall
down and because of that we

will have to increase your
premium.

MNeedless to say it wasn't
worth arguing about wind

stopping and being gunned
down by a low flying cow!
The end result was a 3007
increase in premium.

S0, my friends, the end of a
sad story except for one silver

lining. I have discovered
through an insurance friend
that the London and
Manchester Assurance
Company, Alliance House,
Baldwin Street, Bristol, Tel.

0272 — 297571, will accept any
member of the BHGA without
any extra loading. I also
understand that this may even
apply if you participate in com-
petition flying.

The company is recognised
as a “‘reputable company,' so
if your personal insurance Is

nigh, contact them and save
yourselves paying high
premiumes.

R.J. PEARCE
Bristol

* QOur own Reggie Spooner fixed me up with mortgage insurance
that actually proved CHEAPER than that recommended by the building
society, before they added their loading — Ed.

bottle?

an avid fan of
until

with the ambition and attitude
to win.

This last reason may be the
most important. I could name
a team for next years XC
Classic that would do a Ilot
better than if the Japan team
were sent because it's a matter
of horses for courses. Also,
it’s the Competitions Committee
that choose British teams, and
how many readers know who
is on that committee and what
their attitudes are.

How can we expect to
improve our Owens Valley
record unless the whole

committee gives its full weight
of support to an Owens team?

This letter may upset a few
people, but I have considerable
support for my viewpoint from
club and League pilots. So, to
anyone wondering about going
to Owens, I unhesitatingly say

take the chance, you may
not get another.

But I would add a few points
of caution: a parachute is a
must; fly a CFX machine;
don't get low in a canyon;
and keep an eye on weather
developments.

That’s not a lot to ask, and
providing you're a competent
P2 with good thermalling
abilities, you'll have the flying
holiday of a lifetime. See you
there next year.

SANDY FAIRGRIEVE
Northampton.

THE GEORGE
WORTHINGTON COLUMN

Is Owen's Valley too dangerous for hang gliding’
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What George Worthington had to say in
September 79 Wings! ...
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.. what British team member
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...and what George
Worthington said in last Wings

COMET WARNING

Dear Stan —

Had a little fright the other day.
the cross-iubes on
clevis pin that holds that cross-tube cable
stainless steel multi holed bracket was only holding in
ring that holds this pin in position had

releasing the lension (o
I' noticed that the
to the
fhe top hole. The

come away al some stage.

Had just landed and was
my Comet when

Thought I'd mention this so that other Comet pilots can make
this ring inspection part of their pre-flight check.

RON GREEN,
Billerieay.

9
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THE FRENCH Moto

“flying scooter” has arrived
in England.

microlights by virtue of
monocoque rigid construction
and preset, quick folding (or
re-assembling | wing there
are no cables other than for
the rudder, throttle and brake.

(1 O [

scooter
arrives

—

De;th of
John
Chotia

AMERICAN ultra light
manufacturer John Chotia was
tragically killed test flying a

in a8 comfortable cockpit.
first flew In

with the help and backing of

Ecole Mationale d'Arts et Metiers,

Delta

Moto Delta differs from other
its

In Moto Delta the pilot is seated
Moto Delta
19756 and benefits from
six years of painstaking development
the
the

“PpoprPowen -« P:pEPu Powen

Delegation Generale for Scientific and
Technical Research and the French
Mimistry for Industry,

IR
Moto Delta 1s carned in two units:
al fuselage, complete with under
carnage, engine and rudder; b) the
Dacron wing rolled around the stays
and main spar, and folded in a pro-
lective bag.

The Peugeot Motor Company hired
a Moto Delta to follow the stages
of the Parns Dakar epic rally.

The machine weighs in at 52kg,
140kg all-up weight, and cruises at
70 kmh for up to two hours.

British agents for the £3.000 machine
agre André Baldet, Moto Delta (Sales)
Ltd., of Northampton.

rocket-powered prototype of
his well-established
Weedhopper.

Early investigations have
ruled out structural failure or
control surface problems as
causes of the accident, reports
Glider Rider magazine.

The aircraft is reported to
have nosedived from 75 feet
after Chotia cut the power on
finals in Southern California.

The Weedhopper was his
24th hang glider and ultralight
design — he was 34 and left
four children.

Avycliffe
show
in doubt

The fate of County
Durham's Aycliffe on
Wheels trike fly-in,

successfully launched last
year, is in the balance.

Newton Aycliffe's
Development Corporation
is not backing the
Aycliffe on Wheels
promotion in 1982,

But Great Avycliffe
Town Council which
owns the land used for
the trike event IS
reported to be keen to go
it alone.

Tower
to
tower

A new microhght centre
has opened at Blackpool
Airport Fiving Machines
L1ct !

The company is offering
thying twition for £200 and
full use of club machines
and facilities for £250 a vear

Planned events include a
rmicrolight race from
Blackpool Tower 1o the
Eiffel Tower on June B6th.
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PRESENTING

THE HORNET
EXECUTIVE

WITH COCKPIT .......... £975 + VAT
® BLACK ANODISED TUBING

® BLACK GLOSS COCKPIT WITH GOLD STRIPES

® GOLD BRACKETS

@EFFICENT, RELIABLE AND FRIENDLY BACK-UP
SERVICE @®MAIL ORDERS MOST WELCOME

PLUS

O'ZEE FLYING SUITS

PADDED PROP, COVERS

oot

]

FUJI ROBIN ENGINES

WHEELS)
MICRO PROPS

PARACHUTES

TRIKE FRAMES (READY ASSEMBLED
INCLUDING

TRAILERS COCKPIT

SUPERB 3 LAMINATE THINSULATE FLYING SUITS

THERMAL WELLIES

MOON BOOTS

WINDSOCKS

SKI& NOW AVAILABLE
TOHT 10"t 14" WHEELS
Sleé of three £50

HARNESSES - INSTRUMENTS - HELMETS
EVERYTHING FOR THE HOME BUILDER

Hornet Microlights, Bankfoot Mills, Wibsey Bank, Bradford. (400 yds. from Odsal Stadium off Manchester Road).

Tel. (0274) 308642. Showrooms Open Mon. to Sat. (Late Night Wed. Till 8 p.m.)
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Savage poised as Puma

flies!

Things are

happening

powerwise
at Southdown

Sailwings...
Director

Roy Venton-Walters
writes...

SO much has been happening here both

Fhe Southdown team and the stick control Savage prototype

in new

designs and the restructuring of the company, that
it's hard to know where to begin.

We have, |ust,

launched

two new products — the

new high-performance Lightning Il (see page 6) and the

two-seat Puma Microlight.

In addition, we will be
introducing the stick-controlled
Savage microlight around March,
followed shortly afterwards by a
radically new concept in hang glider
wing amed at the competition
market.

The Puma

In the development of the Puma,
which we have achieved a level
of lmrfmmanm responsive control

and simphcity hitherto thought
impossible for a two-man trike-
style machine.

In fact its control and
performance, two-up s notably
better than the majonty of fifth
generation 250c.c. single-seat
trikes, we claim. Unashamedly,

the aerodynarmics of this machine

are derived primarily from the
proven concepts of the Lightning,
whilst the airframe 15 qQuite
different and was designed using
computer modelling of spar flex-
rates and strength combined with
an extensive in-flight strain gauge
programme.

=0 confidence-inspinng was the

result that within the first 20
minutes of test flying the fully-
loaded prototype we were

deliberately stalling it out of tight
banked turns at 3,000 feet, without
any apprehension (or parachutes!).

Although this machine was
designed as a traner, the orders
received to date indicate there is a
large market for it as a general
sports machine.

The protatype Southdown power system minus carburettor heat
sysfem

The Savage

The microlight market s
expanding rapidly and we have
recently witnessed a veritable glut
of small companies springing into
existence in an attempt to meet
the demand, many without any
expenence whatsoever, and most
emulating or directly importing
American machines of the rigid
or semi-portable types.

However, it is our prognosis that,
as with hang-gliding in its early
years, the American experience will
not necessarily agree with the British
and European requirement, and we
expect to see far greater emphasis
placed on car-portability, simple
rapid ngging and STOL performance
than apparent from Stateside con-
cepts (though not as an excuse
for poor top-speed performance.)

At the same time it is equally
as apparent that the hang gliding
image with its obvious weight-shift
control poses a distinct sales dis-
advantage to those outside the
sport, especially conventional
aircraft pilots.

The Savage aims to combine all
the  worthwhile features  of
simplicity, portability and easy
ngging normally associated with
hang gliders, with a pilot control
interface of a conventional aircraft
type.

The machine is far cleaner and
very much more elegant than a
conventional trike or stick-and-string
taildragger. Single and two-seat
versions will be produced.

Engine
Developments

Our experience of microlight
flying has shown a general lack
of reliability in the commercially
available complete engine packs,
and we have received reports of
bearing failures, shaft failures,

exhaust system failures, belt slip,
reduction drive bolts shearing, etc.,
etc.

We would have preferred not
to enter the engine supply market
bt in the interests
of safety felt it necessary to develop
a properly-engineered system.

QOur prototype has now had a
mere 15 hours running (without
any problems whatsoever) but is
designed to be completely attention-
free_ for periods in excess of normal
engine overhaul intervals of around
200 hours.,

Our system comprises a toothed
belt reduction drive mounted on a
330 c.c. Fugi Twin using correctly
designed thrust bearings and
hollow manganese steel shaft. The
propeller and hub quick release
preserve positive balance of the
propeller assembly and avoid
unnecessary punterization damage
to the wooden propeller by over-
tightening the securing bolts,

The engine is mounted the
“correct way up’ and is therefore
unaffected by oil drainage
contamination of the spark plugs.
In production, this engine will be
supplied complete with carburettor
air heat system and non-electrical
emergency shut-down to be linked
to a parachute deployment system.

The new engines are expected to
be in production from around mid-
summer onwards unless the existing
power unit suppliers come up with
a comparibly well-engineered and
designed package in the interim.

by
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! remember reading an article in Hang Gliding (I think)
in which an intrepid piot of the future had on his
thermal-detecting spectacles and saw just where fo go.
Now | think sensitive radars can get echoes from clouds -
a few magnitudes more sensitivity and they could detect
air with varying temperatures - possibly.

Even with a load of silicon chip technology the elec-
tronics could perhaps be crammed into a couple of tea
chests and that funny unbrelfa thing would do hell to
the lift/drag. In a decade or two maybe. ..

I've been playing about at work with a schiieren
optical system recently. (A what?) Well you've
probably seen photos taken with the system. Pictures
of shock waves and convection currents rising from a
hand are made using this rtechnigue. The term
“schiferen” can be roughly translated as “optical
inhomogeneity”.

A simplified set-up is shown in Fig. T An inhomogenous
material (usually air or water] in the schlieren field 5
will refract the fight and then it will not go through
the slit and the image of that region will go black.
(Fig. 2.)

! got to thinking... now if there was a thermal n
the schiieren field you would see it on the screen.
How to stretch a system two yards fong into two miles?
It can’t be done.

.But here is my idea utilising three lasers - the more
the better though. Lasers give a wvery fine almost
non-diverging beam of light.

With stable air you'll see in the detector three spots
of light from each laser. (Fig.3] Now suppose a thermal
bubbles up in front of the launch Site. In an ideal
situation beams one and three will be refracted by the
thermal inhomogeneity and the beams will not penetrate
their slits (Fig.4) Now's the time to launch.

Unfaortunately | I'm sorry that word necessarily appears)
you'lf have to have everything rigidly fixed. In the setup, as
in the diagram, the lasers would have to be about
100vds. apart to give a schlieren field 100vds. wide —
but different arrangements could be made for a different
site. And i you can't use that launch site —77
Also | would guess normal turbulence rmught bend the
beams, but the shits could be made wider to decrease
the sensitivity.

So there you are — just an idea. Give me a few
thousand and some lessons on thermalling and I'll set
it up anywhere you like!

Michael Hanson's laser
beam thermal hunter

Figure 1.

Figure 2.

Figure 3.

Figure 4.

STATISTICAL a.naljsm is fun!
you believe that, you're suffermg
from hypoxia — descend at once!

by Nic Stoneman

But statistical analysis can be a useful
tool. I decided to apply it to some of the
results in October Wings!, with some
rather interesting results.

Taking the results of the final National
League table the average positions are
as follows;- Comet 7.8; Typhoon, 23.5;
Sabre 24.5; Lighining 26.0; Demon 31.4.

Looking more closely, 1 found that the
Comet came out significantly better than
all the other gliders lumped together. It
was also better than the Demon, the
Typhoon and the Lightning taken
individually.

It was not significantly better than the
Sabre — but the small sample size (only
two Sabres in the League) could account
for this. There were no other significant
differences between gliders i.e. Demon =
Typhoon = Lightning = Sabre.

The superiority of the Comet seemed
very significant, with a probability of less
than .001, i.e. there is only one chance
in a thousand that the Comet appears
superior just by chance, and 999 chances
out of a thousand that the Comet was
actually better in League tasks.

Certain assumptions uonderly this
analysis. The main one is that the pilots
each used the named glider for all the
League tasks. This obviously is not true,
although if the discrepancies are randomly
distributed it's no real problem.

It is not necessary to assume that every
pilot is equally skilful, so long as pilot
skills are randomly distributed through
the wvarious models (reasonably likely.)
Similurly, it is assumed that any differences
in the number of tasks flown are randomly
distributed.

I've also taken a look at the results
of National League pilots in the Cross
Country League. Unfortunately the results
are rather doubtful as they are a selected
sample (League pilots) of a selected
sample (Cross Country League) taken from
the top cross country pilots, and this is
probably hopelessly biased (in statistical
terms.) The results are rather intriguing
though!

I assumed that the National League
pilots used the gliders listed in the Cross
Country table, and drew up a table of

Lies, damn lies and statistics!

flights made by these pilots. Avﬁmg‘e
positions in this table were as follows: —
Comet 11.1; Sabre 22.2; Demon 24.6;
Typhoon 27.3.

Again, the Comet comes out significantly
better than all the others lumped together,
and also better than the Demon and
Typhoon individually. As before, this was
at the 1 in 1000 level.

There was no significant difference
between the others, 1 am hoping to obtain
fuller details of the XC League (which
gliders flew which flights) for a more
complete analysis. But I suspect I already
know what it will show!

Given the limitations of these analyses,
the fact that the Comet comes out very
significantly better in BOTH of them is
particularly important and does suggest
that it is actually better.

The frustrating thing out of all this is
that my current financial position prevents
me from buying a glider. Perhaps if
enough of you phone up Airwave Gliders
(Cowes 205576) saying that this analysis
has persuaded you to buy Comet, they'll
put one in the post for me!

NOTE:- For the statistically minded,
I used the Mann-Whitney U-test because
it makes virtually no assumptions about
the distribution of the data.

13




medals as collectors'

FLIGHT
BRIEFS

Fighting
for funds

Council thanks the
following whose
donations to the Fight-
ing Fund reached
Taunton between
October 23 and
December 11. 1981:-
N. Larkin; Wessex Hang
Gliding Club; A.
Roberts; D. Dawson;
V. Girling; C. Corston;
I. Burdon; J. Abrehart;
Dunstable Hang Gliding
Club; M. Wira: R. Bull;
Southern Hang Gliding

Club; Dover and
F'olkestone Hang Gliding
Club; P. Best.

Chris Corston

Not a
member

Ray Mayhew,
Dunstable Club Marshall
and principal character
in the recent Maher vs.
Dunstable “incident"’
was NOT a member of
the BHGA (he has since
joined), council heard.

How many more clubs
are in this embarassing
position?

Percy Moss, Treasurer
says if all these
““characters'’ were to re-
new their memberships
there would be no need
to ask for increased subs
this year.
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The face of the French medal

Fancy a glittering prize?

THE Paris Mint, which is pre-eminent
in the field of striking silver and bronze
has just
siruck a medal on the theme of hang-
gliding which would make an excellent
“prize’” for hang-gliding events and a
gift for hang-gliding enthusiasts.

The medal, reproduced here, depicts a
hang glider in flight with the words
“¥YOL LIBRE,"” The reverse shows a
portrait of Leonardo da Vinci and some
of his drawings depicting the concept
of man's free flight in the 15th-16th
centuries.

The medal is the work of J.P. Reti
and is 688mm wide. It may be obtained
by writing to M. Pierre Dehaye, Le
Directeur, Monnaies et Medailles, 75270
Faris 6e, France.

Money should not be enclosed initially
as exchange rates vary and postage and
packing may cost extra. Such medals
cost about £8 in bronze and £120 in
silver.

In addition, Colborne Trophies, the UK’'s
largest manufacturers of trophies, cups
and medals, have just produced their
1982 mail order catalogue.

The 32 page colour brochure illustrates
many of the 350 different models avail-
able. Each of these can depict or be
engraved for any sport, pastime or
hobby.

Prices range from about 50p for the
simplest medal to over {10 for the
largest silver-plated cup.

The company also markets a
comprehensive range of solid silver
trophies. Catalogues are free on request
from Colborne Trophies Ltd., Dept. TW.,
Park Road, Trowbridge, Wiltshire.

The reverse of the French medal

Books
news

THE  following new
books are now available
from the Taunton office:

An Introduction to Hang
(xliding, by Bob Mackay
This recently-published
book was reviewed by
Pete Anstey in
December Wings! It
was written for laymen,
newcomers and for
pilots working their way
towards P.2 standard.

Pete said that if used
with the BHGA Pilot
Handbook it would go a
long way to alleviating
the frustrations of the
budding ace and that
having the book when
starting out in hang
gliding would be like
having a friendly expert
to coach you in your own
home.

Available from the
Taunton Office at £2.25
including postage and
packing.

Soaring Hang Gliders by
Ann Welch and Roy Hill
Without doubt, this
book, also published
during 1981, will become
regarded as our sport's
standard soaring
manual. There are 160
pages crammed with
“how-to-do-it"’ photos
and diagrams to help
the reader become an
expert at staying up and
flying cross country.

Also available from the
Taunton Office. £6.20
including postage and
packing.

Devil's Dyke

prize XC comp.

A YEAR-LONG cross country
competition is being run by
the Southern club at Devil's
Dyke on the South Downs.

The competition — organised by
Michael (Michel) Carnet Iincludes
cash prizes.

Last vear's best distance on the
Dyke was by Johnny Carr who made
30 miles
To enter contact Michel Carnet, 143
Loder Rd, Brighton BEN1 6PN.

Main rules are:

1. The competition
October 17, 1882,

2. Entry fee of £5.00 must be paid
BEFORE the first scoring flight.

3. The competition is open to everyone.

4. The entry fees received will be
offered for prizes as follows:-

* 75 per cent to the pilot with the bhest
average of three flights

* 25 percent to the pilot with the
longest single distance.

5. Take-off to be made from an area
of within 1 km of the Devil's Dyke
hotel.

6. Distances will be measured in a
straight line from the Devil's Dyke
Hotel to the point of first landing,
and will be expressed in kilometres,
to the nearest 100 metres.

7. Pilots may have as many attempts
as they wish.

8. Claims for scoring flights must be

made in writing within seven days.

. The following Iinformation is

required in a claim:-

Pilot's name and address

Date of flight, and glider flown

Name/address of Take-off witness

Name/address of landing witness

0.5. map reference of landing site

finishes on

0

@ @& & @ @

10 The minimum distance that will
be counted for a claim will be S5km.
11 Pilots participate at their own risk.
12 Before taking part, pilots should
familiarise themselves with the
SHGC rules regarding use of the
Devil's Dyvke site; UK Air Law and

Air Traffic rules.

13 As well as the cash prizes, a cup
will be awarded to each pilot who
flies more than 50 km (31.06 miles).
A Novice cup will be awarded to the
longest flight by a novice pilot.
{ Defined as one who had not done
any XC flight at 1st Jan '82.)

The prizegiving will be held at the

Devil's Dvke Hotel on October 30.

Well done chums

A surprise item at the Southern
club’s annual meeting was the presen-
tation of trophies to three members
who have brought credit to the club.

Special tribute was paid to
champion Johnny Carr for flying
achievements this year in
international championships and the
League and Graham Slater who
emerged with leading placings in the
international events ahead of the
other British fliers.

The third honour went to Tony Fuell
for his dedicated contribution to hang
gliding over many years, as Secretary
of the S.H.G.C., Chairman, Safety
Officer and Editor. He has also been
editor of Wings! and held many other
posts. He has organised competitions
and marshalled events and has
collaborated with B.B.C. T.V. in
preparing competition commentaries.

He made the first British hang
gliding parachute deployment while
flying over Devil's Dyke in 1978,




Welsh

XC
rules

RULES for the 1982
Welsh XC League
which opened on
January 1 are as
follows:

1. The competition will
run from January 1 to
December 31.

%2. The pilot must be a
member of a Welsh
Federation club.

3. All flights must
START from within
Wales.

4. Best three [lights will
count and the average
will be the *“score."
Pilots will be positioned
in numerical order.

Flights may be
substituted. If, for
example, you have
logged in three flights

of say 17, 20 and 19 miles
and then complete a
flicht of 18 miles, you
can discard the [flight
of 17 miles and substitute
18 miles in its place.

5. XCs must be logged
in within one month.

6. Flights carried out
purely on ridge lift will
not count.

7. Distances will be
measured on a straight
line from take-off to

landing ignoring any
deviations, dog-legs
ete.

To log in your flights
send the following infor-
mation to Martin Pingel.

() Mame and postal nddress,

() Club membership and
muarnimer,

{eyDate and tlome of fEghi.
(d)Approx. distance claimed

{elther Kms or miles) o nearest
1. (N.B. the results will be
given in miles. )

{e}8 map reference of launch
and lnnding, not forgetting map
fiurmeer.
(fiName, @address and  phone
number of witness (launch and
lnding.

igiType of XO e
thermal, sea breegs ote,
(h) Equipment used, particolarly
glider.

WHveE,

Martin Pingel,

A, Hieol Muaerdy,
Wormington Meadows,
Caerphilly,

Mid felam.,

UFH SN,

il

~ All stewed up!

By Jim Taggart
THEY'RE not failed principals
of the 1981 Hang Gliding
Jousting Tournament, nor
Rent-A-Shock-Horror-Posers,
but successful participants in

the first First Ald (No, the
typesetter hasn’'t got a
stutter) course run at the

Army Hang Gliding Centre
just before Christmas.

Not everyone in the picture is a
hang glider pilot but of these happy
First Alders, you ought to be able
to spot the following well-known air-
devils:........ but wait on a bit, we have
the germ of a competition here.

I'll give £10 to the writer of the
first letter opened who correctly
names all the HG pilots in the
photograph. Send your entry to me
at the AHGC, Sennybridge, Brecon,
Powys. Exceptions, of course, are

those in the picture (so to speak)
and their known, close associates!

To continue, the weather wasn't
flyable, so our pilots were quite happy
until late Sunday afternoon when at
least two plaintive queries about Lhe
state of the roads were made. We
were all snowed in and had to slay
in Sennybridge Camp, braving *All-
In-Stew'' a la MOD. .

Brave faces were put on at the
prospect of a sing-song in the candlelit
Red Lion in front of a roaring log
fire.

We sang hits from Bob Mackay s
“Don’ts and Don'ts,” other less well-
known Christmas ditties like *'Silent
Night'" and finished with an absolute
rendering of ‘Land of Hope and
Glory'' Verse the First.

Monday was Practical and Oral
examination day, but we all passed
and there are another 13 fully rated
Instructors in the BHGA's cradle.

And it only cost them £8,62 each.
The next one is February 16 — 19th,

Cloud over Congleton

SINCE the cancellation of

the licence between the
National Trust and the
Peak Hang Gliding
Association some

unofficial flying has been
taking place at Congleton
Cloud.

The continuation of this flying
depends completely upon the
goodwill of the local population
and landowners who, during the

by John Clarke,
PHGA Sites Officer

last year, have suffered a large
amount of inconvenience -
landings on houses, damaged
power lines, frightened horses,
ete. ete...

A survey of these mishaps has
shown the main culprits to be
visiting, inexperienced flyers.

This site which can produce
excellent flying on its day — is,

however, extremely demanding
in certain conditions which may
not be immediately obvious to the
visiting flier.

Therefore, to protect the future

of this prime site, the Peak Hang
Gliding Association., asks all non
PHGA members who intend to fly
the Cloud to contact the following
people beforehand.
John Clarke, Burton (0283) 43879;
Graham Bell, Derby (0332) 514342
Mike Larimore, Derby (0332)
G629,

]
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Southern
Santa

To the delight of child-

ren in East and West
Sussex, Father
Christmas made a grand
entrace on a Hang
Glider to  distribute
Christmas toys presen-
ted by the Southern

Hang Gliding Club.

His first call was to
the Sorrell Home for
Mentally Handicapped
Children at Langney,
Eastbhourne, where Paul
Coiden, white bearded
and garbed in red,
taxied his hang glider in
style up to the main
entrance watched by the
children, noses pressed
to the windows.

Moray Eagles
‘82

The RAF Moray
Eagles are holding
another competition for
service flyers, it will be
held in the Grampian
region of Scotland from
4—8th May. Further
details will be in a later
issue of Wings! as will
details of a postal X.C.
league for service
flyers.
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such prominence to this article
of for joumalism — when it was
written by none other than myself, Stan Abbott, Editor of Wings!

ago the winning article would
and perhaps the fact
could

+
;
5§
?
;

that a relatively modest
win the £150 prize will inspire entrants

The story appeared in the Bradford Star — of which | was then
— on June 18 and in accordance with the rules, dealt
with a major competition in Britain — the Bleriot Cup.

It in conjunction with a competition offering free hang gliding

it was one of three entries submitted by myself and hopefully —
existence of the prize is proven — Bettina will have a rush

Open and the American Cup on the British
scope should be wide enough, while the extension of
cover media other than newspapers should increase the

always hoped the more literate competition pilots would find
their way into print... It was not to be. And as one working in the
business | am well aware of the difficulties for non-journalists
to get into print.

So, while a non-journalist
winner this year seems

Winnm
The 19§
for J"

IT was Thursday and despite a week of

miserable weather Robert Bailey's Britishy
hang gliding team held a narrow lead over

France after two days’ flying.

Today looked better as Bailey and his
men left their briefing session in an up-
stairs room at the Crown pub in Hawes,
Wensleydale.

“We got a forecast it was going to be
a really good day — the wind was blowing
south west about 22 mph.”

The aim of the competition is for the
pilots to fly as far as possible across
country and the team getting the most
miles in the week wins,

The pilots use rising currents of air called
thermals to keep them aloft on their
journeys.

These thermals are often found below
those fluffy white “cumulus” clouds — as
the air heats up the height at which
these clouds forms increases and so
improves the chances of fliers getting

!

a long way.

This morning the clouds are about
2,500ft, above sea level and the 3
take-off ridge at Nappa Scar
Wensleydale, is only about B800f1
below that — so the plan is to
wait before setting off.

U OO

“The view from Nappa Scar is
probably about the best in the
Yorkshire Dales — it's Herriot
country, looking across to
Semerwater and Askrigg and up to
Hawes,

“I brief the British team separately
— we have got to mark the French.
We have only got a two-mile lead
but we are all better fliers than they
are.”’

Bailey takes off and joins three
other fliers in a big thermal." “"We
all take it to cloudbase and it drifts
us back across Askrigg Moor. We
stay with it about three miles.”

They cross Swaledale at nearly
4,000ft. and far below the gliders that
left early can be seen soaring the
valley ridges.

Bailey stays with his cloud as it

slowly breaks up over
Arkengarthdale.
With him is Jim Brown, from

Liversedge. and both pilots spot a
group of seagulls circling very fast
out of a field.

“Jim notices this and goes over
and sure enough there is good lift
and he goes up very, very fast.”



ng words!

1 Gray Prize

purnalism

Stan
Abbott

takes

£150
bounty

Together they reach the clouds
again and drift across the main
Scotch Corner to Penrith road, near
Barnard Castle,

"There are half a dozen pilots all
working like mad but | seem to be
able to hold above these people all
the time.

“"We have been in the air about
an hour now and done about 18
miles and | decide that flying over
towards Barnard Castle might be
the best bet because the sunshine
is out there.”

The 28 mph glide loses Bailey
2,000ft. in three miles but it pays off
as he climbs back to 4,000ft. while
the other gliders are landing.

"l have got myself high now, but
there is a massive area of moorland
and forest on the right — it looks
like a five-mile walk-out if | come
down which looks very ominous.”

Bailey is full of a “French inspired”
cold and doesn't at all fancy a
landing in inhospitable terrain.

A compass check reveals the wind
is now due south as a weak thermal
over upper Teesdale lifts him clear
of the moor tops.

“l feel very confident. | check
my watch and it's 1.30 — the best
time of the day.

“At this point it could be a really
long flight and 100 miles is on my
mind."

He munches a chocolate bar to
boost his strength and worries about
the wrapper which has inadvertently

blown away.

Then as he flies over the Derwent
reservoir illlt aver the
Northumberland border near

Consett, his luck runs out.

Robert Bailey of Denton Avenue
Leeds, was one of the first people
;nuﬁ hang glide in Britain in the early

In that time he has never so much
as broken a bone flying and remains
bitter about the sport's dare-devil
public image.

“The TV people still choose to
show some ‘nerks’ falling off a
mountain in 1977. Films like this
are history yet they are still taking
precedence over a good British
League event.”

“l lose 1.000ft. gliding to my next
cloud and it's not working when |
get there.” Neither is the next one
and the flight ends with a five-mile
struggle to climb above a few
hundred feet above ground,

“l finally land out on a side road

off the AB8 on the way to
Corbridge.”"
A couple who have been following
in their car drive up. “They were
totally amazed. They said they didn't
know gliders could fly that far.”

Bailey spends the rest of the day
waiting for the pick-up party and
finds the rest of the team already
asleep when he gets back. But his
flight has halped increase
Britain's lead to about 90 miles and
aeventual victory.

The British League brings together
the country's top B0 pilots six times
a year and in its four years there
have been only “a couple of minor
injuries.”

"It compares very favourably with
soccer.” says Bailey, who bhas
finished fourth, third and second
twice.
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Off to the Open?

Red Funnel Ferries give you
the chance to get to the Foster’'s

Draught Open on the Isle of Wight — Free!

by Bill McEwan — Red Funnel Commercial
and Freight Manager

ASK a man in Birmingham, Leeds or Leicester what
he knows about Southampton and the odds are thal
among the facts about ocean liners etc. a mention
will be made of the only ferry service from Scuthampton
o the Isle of Wight.

This is nol surprising, for in 1881 almost 1,500,000
passengers were carried by Red Funnel's ships and
hydrofoils to the Isle of Wight from this port, among
them holidaymakers from all parts of Britain.

Nearly 200,000 cars and commercial vehicles plus well
over a thousand coaches were ferried to the Island
by Red Funnel in the same year.

Thal man could be travelling the same route as his
father and grandfather did before him for Red Funnel
was formed as long ago as 1861 under the formidable
title of The Southampton Isle of Wight and South of
sngland Royal Mail Steam Packet Company Limited.

Red Funnel Ferries offer a comfortable and reliable
way to cross to and from the Isle of Wight. It is a
mini cruise in itself.

The single journey takes about an hour which you
can while away taking in the changing scenery whilst
enjoying the fully licensed bar and buffet offering a
wide seleclion of hot and cold snacks and light refresh-
ments.

Red Funnel's ships are all modern purpose-bullt vessels
on which embarkation and disembarkation is simply a
matter of ‘'drive-on and drive-off’’ over wide ramps
and entrances.

They operate from 10 to 18 services per day (according
to season) from early morning until evening.

Their regular hydrofoil service (for passengers and
accompanied luggage only) operates up to 19 round trips
at the height of the season and the crossing uUme Is
only 20 minutes.

[t iz adviszable to book car spaces (in both directions)
well in advance. No deposit Is necessary. For further
information phone Red Funnel Ferries, 12, Bugle Street,
Southampton 333042,

You don't NEED a Red Funnel Ferries Timetable
to solve the following questions although it might
help, as would a map.

Just joi dowm the NUMBER of each question on a
POSTCARD and your brief answer to the right of the
number with your own name and address and send
il to Stan Abbott, 72, Hartley Avenue, Leeds LS6 2LP
by March 10th.

To the FIRST THREE entranis with all correct answers
Red Funnel Ferries will send a FREE PASS for a period
refurn ticket (valid three months) each for two adulls
on their ferries belween Southampton and the Isle of
Wight. (The total value of each pass is £7.50.)

Bon voyage!

I. What's the name of the stretch of water between
Southampton and Cowes?

%. What's the distance between Southampton and Cowes?

3. When do you pay the ferry charges?

4. What other ferries operate from Southampton to the
Isle of Wight?

3. What are the Passport, Customs and Currency problems
relating to travel from the mainland to Isle of Wight?

6. Where do you find fun in Red Funnel?

7. How many pilots will compete in the Foster's Draught
British Open?
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Psychology of

an accident

History shows pilots are more at risk when

they are not mentally at their best.

Here

EVERARD CUNYON relates his experience

at Steyning Bowl.

Everard is a long-established flier who is

dedicated to perfecting a canard wing.

The

ilustration of his accident is his own. [t
should be noted it is BHGA policy NOT
to condone modifications to hang gliders.
| STALLED on take-off and spent the summer of

'81 in hospital
mended itself.

S0 what? “"This is yat another
example of carelessness leading
to an easily avoidable accident”,
| am sure you are thinking.

All that is needed is a bit
of excess speed and caution
when near the ground and there
is no problern. That has always
been my philosophy and in more
than six years of flying it has
worked well.

[ O O

But the danger is a more
insidious one than that which
can be overcome by the normal
guota of caution because it is
psychological in nature.

What happened to me is this:
| was at Steyning to test my
new canard design for the first
time.

Conditions were ideal. This
glider had cost me a lot of
money and time, and a lot of
personal pride hangs on my
ability to produce a unique
design that works well (probably
because | am not a top pilot,
a manufacturer, or otherwise
notable.] Well, it didn't fly and
at the time | didn't know why.

| noticed someone taking off,
he soared in the light lift while
the school instructors and
students looked on. | laid the
canard flat, left it at the bottom
of the hill and went to rig my
other glider.

00O 0O

This wing was only slightly

experimental — | was expecting

it to be trimmed too slow as
a result of a prior modification
(Il am used to this kind of thing.)
At least | would have a good
flight above the spectators to set
against the disappointment of
the day, and make the long drive
to the site worthwhile.

You know how it goes, after
your concentration peaks while
rigging up and your anxiety
peaks during take-off, you can
relax and slow to min. sink as

and at home while

my backbone

the lift takes you up and away
from the hill in the sunshine.

(1 O [

| was looking forward to it
Obviously if the lift turned out
to be insufficient | would have
to fly down and face the task
of dealing with both gliders at
the bottom of the hill. But that
didn’t seem to be on the cards.

So | took off and laccording to
spectators — | don't remember)
flaw too close to the hill too
slowly, stalled a tip, and yawed
in for a roughly perpendicular
impact.

How can this danger be
avoided? The trouble is that the
more strung-out a person is the
less well able he is to detect
the fact, and decide competently
whether it is safe to fly or not.

[ 0O O

There is no easy answer that
| know of. There are the
standard things like checking on
one's standard of driving while
travelling to the site (more
mistakes than wusual?), and
Dennis Pagen says that a good
check is to gaze at the horizon:
if objects appear to be receding
you have had enough.

But there is still an element
of guesswork inherent in self-
analysis and consequently an
element of risk.

One wvery positive thing that
can be done is to get an electric
stall alert (for about a third of
the price of a parachute.] A
second thing that | will do is
reduce the amount of travelling
| do by not having to drive to
the South Downs to get a flight
in: | will get myself a power
trike!

The trouble with flying
generally and hang gliding in
particular is that unlike most
other activities learning by one's
mistakes is not advisable.

NORTHERN GLIDER SALES

AZUR
The World-beater!

NEW from La Mouette
and

Northern Glider Sales

THIS GLIDER HAS
NO BRITISHC. OF A.

contact us for a demo now!

061 973 4085 or 061 434 3364

8 BRENCON AVENUE. BROOKLANDS, MANCHESTER
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Micrometeorology™* *Micrometeorology***Micrometeorology

Could “gust cells’ bring
untapped lift potential?

PHILLIP POUNDER argues we could have something to learn from dinghy crews.
Since this article was first published in the Peak Association newsletter it has

prompted lively debate...

Cloud cap — ]
2 & L . A P __‘I. I
Ga ,f'ﬁ — T ‘:‘.—.-.H‘-. — 1 {H_‘H\ 5 'E_
% . \[r(_ N l: II." f N | W "4 _-\\ Il".
Wind . |
direction F
g Ist cell 2nd cell 3rd cell etc.
Direction of .
A | _
cell travel {JI T — 1T N —— 13 e F >
gust lift gust lift gust Iift ~
Have you ever noticed to make a safe top landing —

‘Swiss Alp
Hang Gliding Safari

During the Summer of 1982 we again take to the road
in our Safari Bus so that you may encounter the rapture of
soaring the Swiss Alps; each day bringing new challenges

and peak-experiences
From the summit of carefully selected mountains,

a view of 1000 snow covered peaks, sun drenched granite
walls, ghmmenng mountain lakes, spectacular water falls,
and peaceful alpine meadows.

Linvite qualified pilots to join us in 1982, on one of our
gxceptional Swiss Alp Safaris

Ron Hurst, Zurich

For complete documentation of our high adventure
Swiss Alp Hang Ghding Safarns send S 5.00 to cover airmail
postage to:
Ron Hurst, Kurfirstenstr. 81, B002 Zdrich, Switzerland, AIRMAIL
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that on some flying days
there are regularly timed
periods when the wind
slackens and everyone in
sight gains height for a
few minutes, then the
wind picks up again to its
original strength and
suddenly everyone is
scratching the ridge?

Thermals, you say? But what
about the overcast days when
it happens?

Why does the lift come at
evenly spaced time intervals?
Why does the increase in wind
strength after the “lift"” produce
only sink?

To explain these occurences
requires a closer look at the
way the wind blows.

It has long been known to
yachtsmen that the wind is
never steady, but blows in a
series of gusts, and that on
certain days the gusts arrive in
regularly spaced “cells,” and
therefore occur at equal time
intervals.

| have regularly found that
after say a five minute period
of “trash” air there has been
a two minute period of smooth
air — enough time for instance

and immediately following the
lull another five minutes “trash”
period, and so on.

Okay — but what is the wind
actually doing in these gust cells?

If you can imagine the tracks
of a caterpillar bulldozer and the
way they rise at the back., run
to the front, descend and run
back to the rear to repeat the
process you have some idea how
the air is circulating in a gust cell.

The air at the front of the cell
is descending from upper (colder
and fast movingl air and hits
the ground level as a gust. The
rear of the cell contains rising,
slow moving air (warmer and
lulled.) Immediately behind the
first cell, however, follows the
next cell, with the same
Structure as the first, so
following the lift comes another
gust with sink.

The sizes of cells, according
to the yachting fraternity, are up
to ¥ mile wide and several miles
long, so there would seem to be
XC potential available. What is
not known is how long any one
cell persists — only a pilot
“going for it” with one can give
us some idea of this.

If any of you budding XC pilots
DO make wuse of gust cells,
please let me know what you
find, and | will try to correlate
the information in a later article.



Two days in the USA

Hang glider pilot MICK POLLARD tells of a two-day
flying adventure that followed last year’s Owens Valley

XC Classic.

I'D had it all planned — three

weeks flying in the Owens
Valley, then one week on
Surfside L.A. and another
visiting relatives in  Santa
Barbara.

“I'm doing it different this year —
after ‘79 and ‘80" | thought. "Three
weeks head-banging in the mountains,

then booze and birds, mate.”

Arnyway, I'll leave the story of the Classic
and associated flying to other people, as this
15 not the idea behind article suffice
it to say that | flew tasks that | thought were
impossible, and had the best flight of my life
on at least half a dozen occasions!

This story relates to just two days at the
end of my five weeks holiday in the U.S.A.
Iwo days that | can count as among the best
of my life!

s

The lead up to those days started when |
dropped the British team off at L.A. International

Arrport. When, ten minutes before | was due
o leave them | remarked to John Hudson that
| might find myself back in the Owens his

immediate reaction was: ‘"Bastard!” Anvhow,
after trying just one day on Surfside, | realised
| needed an aviation fix, and the next day
saw me teaning back to Bishop

There followed four days flying threg from
Cerro Gordo trying to crack 100 miles (best
distance 50 to Westguard Pass) before | decided
it was time to wvisit my relations, so | upped
sticks and once more headed south,

Seven hours and 330 miles later saw me in
Montecito, Santa Barbara, and 30 minutes after
that | was plunging into the blood heat of the
pool and red hot fizz of the Jaccuzi (which
incidentally is a very poor substitute for natural

On DAY ONE he switches disciplines to
soar high over the Sierras in a sailplane.

Read on...

Mick Pollard

not springs!l | dont think | had been in
the water for more than 10 minutes before |
was asking myself whether | could hack surf,
sand, and dleness for the next eight days.
The following day found me pratting about,
concentrating on my tan, trying to amuse myself,
and realising that | was just wasting valuable
land expensivel ume., Therefore, 11 am next
morning saw me behind the wheel of the gas-
quzzler, humming happily, on my way back north

for the third time
L] OO

About this ume | shall introduce you to the
people who put up with me and the rest of
the team, and without whose help this article
would not have been possible. Their names are
Walt and Pat Lockhart, and they were the folk
who responded to Don Partridges appeal for
accomodation for the British team, broadcast on
the local radio station,

| stayed with them an extra two weeks, and
on my two sheepish returns 1o the Valley,
they treated me like a long lost son. We were
gwen accomodation, fed and watered, and in

W Ll
: _-;ni-l_':"-'-i |

Chris Arai — has helped out the British Owens Valley hang gliding team two years.

short, used the place as our own., When John
gingerly approached the subject of paying our
way, Walt was most indignant, pointing out
that we were GUESTS in his house, and he
cidn’t expect that question to anse agan. |If
Walt's generosity with his time to us was not
enough to draw me back to the Owens Valley,
then Pat's cooking lespecially her wan-tans)
certainly would! | should mention here that
Walt 1s a very fine saillplane and power pilot — so
we had lots in common.

Un my ftinal return to Bishop | remembered
that Walt was going to be on holiday for the
duration of my stay. ""Great,” | thought then
| remembered that the Twin Astr a high
performance dual sailplane — was due in town
at the same time. | shouted with excitement — |
rmight get a go!l

To cut a long story short, after some wheeling
and dealing, Walt got a hold of the Astir, and
a soparing flight was ON. | was to have the
first trnip, with my fnend Chrnis Arai taking the
following day. Now comes the flying it of

the tale! E D ,‘j

The date was the 29th July, and | was sitting
in the forward cockpit, clad in shorts and shirt,
peaked cap and sunglasses. Walt had taken
me through an emergency exit, so | felt a little
more secure sitting there on my parachute.

Anyway, Chris closed the canopy, and Walt and

Walt! — at altitude

| seated in the 90 degree heat, waiting for him
to hit the wings level — the signal to the tow
pilot to take up the slack — then Walt gave
the rudder a waqgle and we started to roll down
the runway.

Walt had instructed me to keep my feet and
hands lightly on the controls I left them
strictly alone, as this was a decidedly hazardous
part of the trip that | was happy to leave
to the expert,

Take-off speed was achieved, and the glider

lifted off the tow plane didn't! | should
point out that we were a very heavy load
| prayed silently and desperately. .. "OHGODTAKE

OFFOHGODOHGODMAKEITUNGLUEGOD
MAKEUSMISSTHEPOLESOHGODMAKEITFLY"'!
it did of course, but we climbed very slowly
about 100 — 200 fpm. We didn't locate
much lift on tow, and Walt got worried even
before we cast off telling me to release the
ballast. Eventually we slpped the tow at
7200° and were gliding over the foothills.

Tum page




16,500° — ‘I wished | was doing
It iIn my hang glider’

The next 1% hours were among the most
intense of my life, as we spent the time
scratching — losing and gaining 1200° as the
wingtip scythed within 30° of the mountainside,
deep inside the canyons. | was alternating
between despair of going down, and terror of
crashing into one of the many spurs sticking
out. Walt actually apologised for cutting it
a bit fine sometimes. | could see sweat breaking
out on my bare legs, and once actually covered
my eyes with a clawed hand — changing the
gesture 1o one of removing my glasses to clean
them! Walt said later that he would have
quit, only for the fact that he wanted me to
have a good flight, and was prepared to fly his
heart out to do it.

Eventually we found Ilift north of Black
Mountain, and this turned into a booming
thermal which took us up to 16,500', so we
could set of to White Mountain feeling wvery
happy indeed, with Walt singing his head off!

L0 Ll

As we now had air to play with, Walt was
able to start teaching me how to drive the beast,
| had thought | knew exactly how to do it
I.e. rudder, alleron, raise the nose — easy — just
a bit of practice. Things were a lot different
somehow | totally screwed it up on one of my
early attemps, and we plunged out of the sky
totally negative. | was held down by the seat
straps, but everything else that was loose went
UP — camera, sun screen, water bottle, my
legs and Walt's glasses and stuck to the
canopy. Walt cooly took back the stick,
unscrambled us, and gave me back control, |
was grateful for the help, but later on
as | made mistake after mistake, Walt would
rescue me, 5o | didn't learn much — | needed
to fix things by myself.

We were at 18,000' by now, so had been
on oxygen for about % of an hour. The
mask, which was the only thing on the glider
of poor design, was, nevertheless, a real relax
ation, as | didn't have to worry about anoxia
as | gently stirred the stick and rudder.

| was taking lots of pictures and generally
whooping it up with sheer exhilaration. We
were now over Barcroft, the mountain just before
White, when we caught our next big thermal
and began to climb again seriously. As we
circled, | had it in mind that this was the
highest I'd ever been in an unpowered aircraft
(18,500') and in a way | wished | was doing
it in my hang glider.

We were trying to reach cloudbase, but
couldn’t quite make it — topping out at 20,100,
| took a photo at 19.700° because | didn't
think we'd make 20,000'. So there we were,
one mile-plus over White Mountain Peak — some
say the highest mountain in North America.

i

| was very happy. When we topped out, Walt
decided we would cross the valley to the Sierra
side (some 24 miles.) We aimed for Wheeler
Crest, and lost only about 3,000° with our 38/1
glide. | had removed my oxygen mask at
20,000 — so | could observe the effect of
anoxia in a safe environment. On removal of
the mask | felt no ill effect, and after travelling
to the Sierras still felt OK. |I'd been above
16,000' for over an hour and felt 100 percent -
working out sums while controlling the glider and
asking questions on terrain etc. A little while
later | asked Walt whether the wind was blowing

22

Mick with mask

Over White Mountain at 20,000

from the South East — he replied it was coming
from the WEST. "WEST? | replied
incredulously — trying to work it out. “No

chance Walt, “l thought, “it's definitely South
Easterly."”

It definitely wasn'tl anoxia had removed my
ability for directional orientation! A little while
later | decided to go back on oxygen, as |
was starting to feel physical effects — sleepiness
and lethargy. | put the mask back on and
took a couple of hits — everything went swirly
and dark and | thought | was going to pass
out — rather like standing up suddenly after
stooping on a hot day — but recovery was
extremely quick.

| also say that anoxia is a VERY insidious
effect, and unless you have had the oportunity to

study it at your leisure, as | did, then you can
NEVER take it for granted that you can hack
alitude — no matter how fit you are!

L] L L

After this | really started to get to grips
with the machine — asking Walt just to observe
me while | made cockups, and to let me correct
them myself. Very scon | had forgotten about
Walt sitting in the back and my concentration
was largely focussed on the yaw string and vario.
The yaw string deserves a mention here, as it
15 possibly the most important piece ol equip-
ment on the aircraft. It consists of a piece
of yarn stuck to the top of the canopy. When



turning, if the machine is slipping or skidding
then the string will indicate this by not being
aligned with the longitudinal axis:

You'd be surprised at how much importance
a 4" piece of wool assumes to your life
after a couple of hours in a sailplanel

| started to gain control of the glider as we
fleww among the snow capped majesty of the
Sierras by getting the nose to go in a straight
line damping out pilot/gust induced oscillation!
Once this was achieved | was able to practice
co-ordinating turns without falling out of the sky.

The Sierra Nevada mountains, on the west side
of the valley are quite distinct from the Whites,
being huge, jagged snow and glacier-cut peaks
— compared with the drier and more rounded
scenery on the east side. | could hardly
believe how deep we were into all that beauty,
and was starry eyed with it and the newness
of controlling our marvellous fibreglass bird —
God, how | love that valley!

] O O

By this time | was getting more confident,
and was eager to try my new skills at thermalling,
so when Walt suggested we head back to the
Whites, where the lift was better, | was happy
to comply. We arnived back over where we had
picked up our first thermal near Black mountain,
and picked up another. Walt was once again
forgotten, and indeed left me mainly to my own
devices as we climbed 3,000° 1o around 15,000
ASL. Once, as | re-centred our thermal Walt said
to me: "Not only do you have to learn to fly
the damned ship Mick: you gotta find the
damned thermal as well" — | knew then that
he was keeping a watchful eye on me.

| was in a world of my own, circling left
nanded when Walt asked me to tighten the
turn to the left — | gave it a little rudder and
alleron and carried on. Walt's next comment
was; "l think we'd better put you back on oxygen
Mick.” | wondered what he meant, before
| realised | had carefully straightened up and
started to circle to the RIGHT. This was
another example of anoxia, and occured because

— on—F—
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View over the Sierras — note the yaw string on the canopy.

we had come from the Sierras to the Whites,
and | had removed my mask at around 11,000.
Although we were only around 16,000" it was
enough for me to confuse simple commands.
Eventually | put the gear down and Walt once
more impressed me with a beautiful landing.

L] O

After we rolled to a halt and the canopy
was lifted | was almost too knocked out to
speak. | shook hands with Walt, mumbled my

n
' E?{:}ﬁj

thanks, and was left to reflect on how fortunate
| was to have gained an understanding as to
why sailplane pilots are as keen on their sport
as we are in such a spectacular fashion.

We had been airborne for five and a half hours,

Next month the Liverpool
lad’s dream comes true
on Day Two
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Competition results:
Demons placed first at
Grouse Mountain, fourth in
the Owens Valley XC Classig,
second and fourth in the
Austrian Nationals and first
and second in Cederon The
official Out and Return world

Write for details and record was recently broken

information about your local by two Demons

agent to: Cur congratulations to Robin
Hiway Hang Gliders Limited Paterson, Mike De Glanville,
Sirthowy Hill, Tredegar, Gwent NP2 4XP Helmut Loronzoni, Ernst
telephone: Tredegar (049 525) 4521 Reicholl, Francois Goethals

and Graham Slater for their

"L-I"' efforts on Hiway Demons
' I =/



I swore that if ever | broke anything

| would stop flying. Then | went
and broke my neck!’

Wings! talks to crash victim ROD SURRAGE about rebuilding
his life... and his yearning to fly again.

How would you cope If you had a
serious hang gliding accident that left
you disabled for the rest of your life?

Two years ago there was an appeal in Wings!
for donations to help a family facing financial
problems. In August 1979 Rod Surrage broke
his neck when he stalled his Cyclone at Devil’s
Dyke. He was left paralysed from the neck
down,

“At the tme | was in the Spinal Injuries
Urit at Cardiff Infirmary,” said Rod, from Surrey.
“The financial strain on the family to come and
visit me at weekends was enormous.””

He was not insured and Christmas was coming
L. “I would hke to thank all the pilots
who donated to the appeal Though not a
great deal in terms of cash, the money was
wiell received and made a big difference 1o us
at the ume. IThe money came from all over
England, from Wales, Ireland, Scotland EVEn
Norway!

“We had no idea of what was in store for
us, even then. But with two young daugnters,
Chnstmas, the travelling it was a great
help.” The financial wornes, however, were
Just the beginning.

Rod was in Cardiff for nine months before
being lucky enough to be transferred to Stoke
Mandeville, the National Spinal Injuries Centre
in Buckinghamshire. He was later transferred
to a hospital near his home town of Godalming
and discharged to a special flat where he now
ives with lis mother jast before Christmas.

Following the Wings! appeal, friends of Rod
set up a reqgistered chanty The Rod Surrage
Appeal Fund.

The group's high point came a year ago with
the acquisition of a specially-adapted van for
the use of disabled people.

From that point Rod's interests and those
of his fundraising friends began, to some extent,
to take different paths as the Rod Surrage
Appeal turned itself increasingly towards the
object of easing the lot of disabled people
in general through donations and other help.

Rod is increasingly convinced of the ments
of investing i research that could ultimately
provide at least a partial "medical” or “surgical”
solution for spinal iInjury victims,

O] O O
Rod and the Appeal have more or less lost

touch now since last October, to some extent
reflecting their diffenng views,

Rod Surrage with his mum, Mary.

Please turn page

A QUICK FLASH!
AND MUCH MORE ..

. . . because the exciting PHASE Il LIGHTNING
represents just part of our extensive range of

original products for '82.

We manufacture gliders and harnesses to cater
for the intermediate through to top competition
pilot, all our own design and constructed to the
highest standards. Every machine is test flown

before delivery to the customer,

On the power side, we offer a choice of 250 c.c.
and 330 c.c. trikes, and are proud of our new

two-man microlight, the PUMA.

To find out more about us, our products and local

agents:

Contact — Southdown Sailwings Limited,
82 Goldstone Villas, Hove, Sussex.
Tel. Brighton 732007




Getting
airborne
again. ..

"More research is needed into spinal injuries,”
he said.

“Last June a new charity was set up — the
International Spinal Research Trust. This is
a very worthy cause and something of long
term interest to me.

“"Research is very expensive but very necessary.
Doctors say that with advancing technology,
within ten years it could be possible to get
a few spinal nerves working to allow paraplegics
to gain use of their legs in some form or
other.

“This is something | feel very strongly about."’

“What about hang gliding?

"'Before my accident | had been flying for four
years. | flew purely for pleasure. | swore
that if ever | broke anything | would stop
flying. Then | went and broke my neck!”

~ But Rod does aim to go flying again. He
5 planning a sponsored dual powered flight.
He has no firm plans yet and is open to
suggestion,

“"People say to me 'Oh youre stupid’ but
it meant an awful lot to me when | was flying.
But | want to go back up for a reason and
it"s not just selfish.

“This is 75 percent a business matter — |
want to do it at a ume when | can get
maximum  publicity and hence maximum

remuneration. | am planning to donate half
the money raised to the International Spinal
Research Trust and half to the BHGA fighting
fund.”

Personal pleasure accounts for the remaining
25 percent of Rod's motive for flying again.

HEERE

Back on terra firma, life goes on... It was
a tired but spirited Mrs. Surrage who answered
the phone when Wings! rang his new home.
"He's gone back in the local hospital to give
me a rest — | have a lot of heavy waork
and lifting to do,"" she explained,

The extent of her commitment is highlighted
by the subseguent call to the hospital where
Rod has to find a nurse just to hold the
receiver to his ear for him.

But Rod, 29, and his mum are settling in
well together (the break-up of his marriage
15 just one of the side-effects of his accident)

and he was looking forward to acquiring a
special typewriter to widen his occupations from
just reading.

Already, however, Rod is encountering the
bureacratic obstacle course the state throws
in front of a disabled person trying to make
his own life again.

what he really needs 15 a gadget called a
Possum which would allow him to control things
like lights and telephone with a simple suck
and blow action.

“"You have to find employment before they
will gwve you a machine but you can't work
until you have got onel™

O L

A carpet fitter by trade, Rod is now after
whatever form of gainful occupation might be
going, with the emphasis on keeping busy rather
than making money making money creates
another Red Tape Catch 22,

“Ift | get employment, every penny | earn
15 deducted frorm my invalidity benefit.”

Rod is also trying to help organise a home-care
attendant scheme to ease the burden on his
mother and other local people in her position.
At present there is no social services provision
to care for the severely disabled at home and
any existing schemes Rod knows about are
privately run.

Last yvear was the International Year of Disabled
People.

I The Ea r/y Da VS_]

More priceless early shots
from the extensive

collection of PETER JONES,

of Brecon.

* Tap rght, former Wings! and retiring
CElimkrling Eritar Alial Regan on a H‘-wa!r.-

e ':'.-';rm'ned' werght shift
from Brian
Steyning, 1975.

ar Steyring.

FIY LT R

Gaskin on a Wasp 229 at

* So you thought the Japanese Jupiter was
something new? Miles Handley's Gulp, also
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Air Medical Notes for Hang Glider Pilots — by Dunstan

Hadley

Airlife Publishing Ltd., ISBN 0 906393 13 2

A USEFUL library addition for
the hang glider pilot from raw
novice through to cross-
country whizz kid, this neat
little  hardback from the
BHGA’'s own "flying doc' will
probably be most in demand
as introductory material for
the pupil.

This is because it deals thought-
fully and to the point with that
wealth of background medical and
anotomical knowledge which the
accomplished flier should take for
granted.

It gives a comprehensive run-down
of physical and mantal attitudes
required before contemplating flight,
the effect of various drugs on flying
ability and — outside the pure
“medical’’ sphere — of the factors
to consider in choosing equipment.

(1 00 O

The section on choice of helmet
in particular is succinct and to the
point and fills a gap in the know-
ledge usually passed on to the novice.

Only disappointment in the novice
section 15 the description of wind chill

effect which seems to cloud a
relatively simple concept In
inadequately explained tables.

The intermediate section contains
some veritable nuggets of information.
Did you know, for example, that it
takes from 30 to 45 minutes for
vour eyves to become fully adapted
to the dark but just one second of
white light will destroy that carefully
acquired night vision?

OO

The section on orientation in flight
15 extremely useful in explaining how
sensations of acceleration and decel-
eration can give rnise to a false
impression of climbing or descending,
in poor visibility.

in the advanced section, Dr. Hadley
deals with such topics as hypoxia
and survival.

For fans of Dennis Pagen-style
mathematical analysis of forces in
flight there is the opportunity to
calculate mathematically the G-force
you can expect to feel in wvarious
manoeuvres and the correct bank for
differing degrees of turn.

Unfortunately the published
survivors' emergency ground to air
signal code was changed to bring

AlrMedica] Notex
r es :
Hang Glider ﬁﬁi

it into line with international manne
signals shortly after the book went
to  press. Amended signals, as
supplied by Dr. Hadley to Wings!
were published in the January i1ssue.

First aid is fully dealt with as one
of five appendices to the main text.

SA

Flying Doc’ in print——CLASSI]

Accessories

TRIKING, cross couniry of ndge
spanmdg?  You need an ALTIMETER
HBuy the Dest Thie THOMBERMN

1,000 and 2,000 or the
Phone Huntingdon 71225,

DIPLEX.

AIRSTREAM prone harmess, hardly

used, £40.00 Rare Dickson supine
harmegs, aheepskin bned, £30.00 RAF
alurmEtey. (X5 00 Contact Jerermy

Lisk (029130 25593

Froctow

FOR SALE HIWAY hafness, 35,
Fre Flegt parachute £130,
Thommen alttmeter, Cd5  Makik
pellet vario, £35. All good condition,
061 2861 BOOd

WINDHAVEN g qlides
BITviEfQEncy phrachute, complials vl
container and mner degloyment Bug
MNever deployed., E120 ono. Phong
Camberley |Surey] 20165

ONE —-PIECE ST 100%
wialierprool, Wool imng.,  Two nack
10 ankla Fips MJAI!I, Jippadd pockots
Sipe 5HE°. Hall price, C3%. F & 1
negprens overtrauserss. £11, Jackes

£4, Al unused, (03745 53227

HIWAY
Seated harmness, £10. Boih good as

e Phonde 01-500-2884

PRONE HARNESS, E2%9,

FLEXIFORM SKYSAILS

SEA:LANDER

Aicture — Alan Metcafle

THIS GLIDER HAS
 NOBRITISHC. OF A.

The 90 per cent double-
surface glider that’s ideal
for power

Flexiform Skysails, Beddingate Mill, Leigh Street,
Patricroft, Manchester, Lancs. Phone 061 707 1389

Picture — Mamair Sparrs

Dick Christon (North East) 0642-781749
Paul Bennet (Midlands) 0455-32931

Pete Jackson (Peaks Sheffield) 0742-585644
Kev Moloney (Southern) 052-554703

Scottisto Aerolites Gentre

DISPLAYS

15.50UTH LOANHEAD. LIMEKILNS, FIFE

TRAINING-SUPPLIERS

TEL.O383 872292




IED***CLASSIFIED***CLASSIFIED?

SKYMASTER

your LAST

ENGLAND.

Keel mounted parachute system

Dependable, single action FAST deployment with
LOW altitude napal;ﬂiw — Skymaster ensures that
chance

8 — Line landing drogues; polyester fabric.
Get it down safely in"a tight spot. £1
Manufacturers: ADVENTURE SPORTS EQUIPMENT,
127 Wath Rd, Mexborough, SOUTH YORKSHIRE,

Phone (0709) 583235/76979

_—LH'_.

i a good onel

£300 + VAT
2-50.

Accommodation
i £ e

LAKE DISTRICT. Hang-glide in
Lakalsnd, Ubpwater cargvan  snad
moonngs park,  Bookings fof our
B borth caravan All armeErdies on
a1 beautiful site. 5.8.4. 1o B, Aobingon
32 Bediord 51, Darlington, Co
Durham. Tel. Daringion 55178,

MAGMNOLIA HOUSE, 274 Dyke RAd,
Brightan BN1 BAE (East Susses)
on nng road AZX3 to London. Small,
select {3 star]l hotel ot budget
preces, located 10 mpenutes by cad
1o the Dewl's Dwvke and the sea
front. Easy free parking. |Town mag

Ed) Tel: (0273 552144

DRAGON HOTEL Crckhowsil
central for all South Wales best
soaring sites, Already popular wath

hang plider pilots. Tel: (873 810062

FLY IN THE ISLAND. 100 yards
to the sea, lawned garden, sun and
T.W. lounge Boomsid Lisa af
workshop for the pilol Phone or

awrite for brochure.,
Saunders Hotil,
Frestwater Bay,

Koirhh Bratisll
Loastguard Lanse,
Isle of Wight, PO40

GOX Tel: 0883 70 Party
DoDEINS, children and pois
wElCome. Army day, any slay

SAUNDERS HOTEL

FRESHWATER BAY = ISLE OF WIGHT

OFFER (0% REDUCTIONS
ODURING [SLAND
HANG GLIDING WEEK

30 APRIL - 4+ MAY

TELEPHONE: FRESHWATER (STD 0983) 752322

=
SUPER SCORPION C-. MR-
- colourid Dacron  sail, Good
Ilder market condition E3?s ono Stared last
12 months Prhame  Tim Lhixaar,

Tl {
CHEROKEE (medium), Excellent | oqs (Cooc) 534920 or {0952)

condition, futter-fies sail, E30 or '

iy sansibla  offes Alsn STORM SILHOUETTE medium. 16 manihs
(medmm), £450  ono Phone obd, Ewcellent condition.  Baautiful

Huddersild 39907

CYCLONE 185 W.i
Going  cheasp 6
200 eno. Wik,

CYCLONE 180. ldeal for power,
B30, John Bowwman, Meddigsbonough
B17HGa

TYPHOOMN 165 Beautiful condition
Wil Duisanding  porlonrmance. 10
manths odd, Lonw ar bime,  MNever
pragaed, A bargam at £660. Phone
Howard, Bristol B43MA3

DEMON 1785,

G arsdstion
compatant  pilot
Winsiow 2588,

anly B months  old,

letthe flaen, parfect condition, red/
velloww sad., & mere EB30.  Phone
0695 14834

Buy my CHEROKEE 220 [larpe)

and stay up with the supecships
Beautilul mauve sal, good condition,
handios ke a dream. HAeluctantly
ikl sell lam going  abwosd) £ 300
ono, Tel, Lewes [07916) 5821

BUNSPOT  wath
namess hay duly  sad,
dellexors Diers,
Lincaln 29644 {ofhcal

Larga sl
negative

Telephone

MNow large LIGHTMNING 195, Couple
al months oid, Little air  pirme
00 Phine  Wadhigrst 3?{]?1 ik
fow Jack,

sl colouwrs. 500 ono, Tel.
Wideopen 366743, (MNear Mewcasie
Uan T',-ru_']

Small SAFARI. In mint conditson,
all el f®aEd Flowrny  Dwweco arily
(oimg)  ponseer, E30, Tal.
ahetheld BABAST

S33T UNIVERSAL [largal. Very good

condition, E240, Contact: Bab Bailey,
2 Denton Avenue, Leeds 8 Tl
(32 662518,

DEMON 185, Crsp red sail, black
leadingg edge and double  surlace.
All ssbvir brightware, £650, Could
delner. Birmingham 350 53156,

MOONRAKER 78. Little used, as
new, gold -anodised tubing.  Bleal
white sail. Sacrifice at D185 ono.
Drtails, el (0632) 273891 (Yorks),

SUPER SCORPION C. Excallont
condition, only half a dozen flights,
nevid damaged,  Complete with B
bar. £400. Contact Jeremy Proctor,
Usk {02913} 2593,

SKYHOOK SUNSPOT
Ideal for pilofs B-13 stone,
from e Wi prangid
p rodls.  Fully checked and lest
fiown. E200. Ring Dave, Foron
0624) A0S,

{imadium].
1 ownet
Fittod

SOUTHDOWN FLOATER 175,
year old. (400 ono. Also av&ulahl'-u-
sudtod/ prone harmess and  holmat
Phone after & pm, Paul, 01 452
JHAT,

N.G.S. CLEARANCE. Ulira Spors
Tri-pacer, [B50. MEW X-ray, FBBS.
As new Lightning, £500. Brand new
Comet 165, E785. Adlas 16, [550
Contact N.G.S., 061-973-4085,

MIDAS E. FOR SALE. MNof guia
mpworthy,  any  reasonable offer
accepled. Phone 01-570-2884,

LARGE TYPHOOMN Ao but
expunsive,  Jobn Bowman, Meddle-
shorough 817769

SIMON MURPHY

is sole agent in the
South WWesl for
Airwave's Magic
COMET, the fantastic

SKYMASTER parachute
system, Graham Slater’'s
TRI—PACER trikes and
the range of altimeters
from DIPLEX.

| always have a stock
of used gliders and
equipment taken in part
exchange:- Med
Typhoon E£670 Cyclone
165 Mk I £450,
Cherokee E325. Atlas
(small) £550. Harness
chutes from £100.
SIMON MURPHY,

TURF HOUSE, LUPPITT
HONITON, DEVON.
LUPPITT 685.

TRADE INS. Atas 16, C475, 12m
Sigma, (400, Cirrus, £265. Beautiful

Storm, £475 And lots mare plus
Mainair  Mnors Hundres of &/h
ghdars, Send S5.AE for  lisl.

Subscriptions. o HANG GLIDING
and GLIDER RIDER, £17 each. Lot
IR MAINAIR SPORTS LTD.
Shaweclough, Rochdale, Lancs.  Tael:
(06] 55131, Telex B350G1 MAIN

Miscellaneous

ADVERTISING

Members'
charge £2.40.

classification.

sSmall boxed ads, £1 extra.

rates
pages are as follows:

small ads are 12p a word,
Small business ads are 15p a word,
minimum charge £3.50,

il detj'-r"

on the classified

minimum
Please specify required

Full display ads are

£1.40 per column centimetre on these pages or
elsewhere in the magazine.

Minimum 4cm, maximum
need not be prepaid.

small ads —

23em and — unlike
send your

intended layout and we will typeset it for yvou.
Spot colour — just 20 per cent extra on any ad.

All small ads should be sent to Sylvia Howard,

Commercial Editor

Wings!, 4

somerwood,

Rodington, near Shrewsbury, Salop.

For vour own salely,
s j1 best flown,  test 0y
damage or wesar o critical

from the Club Safely (MHicer,

;T-—'—“F_I
_all=—my

 P—

30 SUPERTRIEELIGHTHNING,
Climb rata 1000 fpm: top spead
86+ mph. Electronic ignition.
12-ply prop. Kick start S/stesl
wielder  joinis.  Best guoality Trike
available, b hours wse. £1950, Tuition
avalable. (03745 53227/ S6HIT,

priaris. i

i you wre purchasing s secondhand glider,

inspeect  if thoroughly  for
in dould, seek wdvice

wnil

Tha BM.AA m the Assocaion
tor all seriously minded MICROLIGHT
AVIATORS, Our magasing FLIGHT
LINE i full of the latest informaticn
For further details, please send
sa.e o Secrptary, BMAA , XN
Church  Hill,  Ironbndge, Telford,
Shropshire,

Sits vac.

ULTRASPORTS requee A C.F.1, Tosd
microlight  training, Musi  have
previous gxperiencd - in tesching and
b aged botween 2535 Wil be
responsible for runming the complete
traiming facility. Contact Ulira Sports
il F"-l:l-'y'.nmu:. 536

Schools

Wanted

BOOKS

Hang Gliding and
Power. See Dec. and
Jan. Wings! or ask for
list
ROBIN LAIDLAW -
Clermiston

105
Rd.,
Edinburgh.

031-334-6356 - evenings.

Personal

CAY Ay

RICHARD AND FRAMNCES
KENWARD have moved 1o Wales
and welcoma all thesr flying friends
aft Ty-Coch Farm, Flosast,
Abergavenny, Gwent, Telephone
Crucommey BN, (2 males dowmeind
of Pandy take off point. )

SUSSEX COLLEGE OF HANG
GLIDING, 188 Ouweesns Hd., Brgbton
Teaching., Prong and top landing
Power loo lon  proper  abrfields).
Spates, repairs and sales, F.LA.C
Hiway, Lightning, Sigma 12 metres,

[ I;_1HI11 veigght - Wlimi Floaer,

£575. GYR Marauder, Superscorps

el wanted part  ex Brighton

ROSEEE 24157, ext. 171,

 E— —_— = =~
SCHOOL FOR SALE

Lovely site, 20 bed hostel, garage,
wortkshop, shop, parking space,
excallent invesimant,

Contact: Pritchard,

Marthyr Tywdhl (RS-0

KITES FOR SALE CHEAP I
Come and try bargain  kites
Bz bvweinn £ 100 anad E2300.

Contact: Troedyrhne 0443-692735,

BED AND BREAKFAST

Only £5. Stay among superb
hills, Contact: Troadyrhivw D443
690292

PARACHUTE. TS0
of  Windhaven prefemred
Phone Paul

WANTED.
Lifa Pak
Anyihing  consdersd

Woolman, Loods BO5061

Bailey's Yorkshire Hang
Gliding and Microlight
Centre

Hang gliding courses —
Dual trike microlight
courses—
Thermalling and cross-
country courses in
beautiful Yorkshire
Wetails — 2 Denton Avenue,
Leeds 8. Tel 662518

29
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PRIZE CROSS{ubeWORD

L e s s s st et tas sttt il il idlsss il it it it it iR T E ]

ANOTHER mixed hang gliding/general knowledge puzzle this month. As usual, the winner will be the sender of the
first correct solution OPENED and s/he will receive £10 worth of credit from Mainair Sports.

You can trace or photocopy the grid or write out your solutions —

cut up your Wings!

Solutions to Stan Abbott,

postal difficulties entries may be accepted a little later).

No. 5 by Satan Bottle
Clues
Min sink

11 Nice French glider? (4)

3} As wading bird or defunct hang gliding school (8)

&) Exam in Southampton (4)

8] One-time flying red one with faceless dial has feudal power (8)
1] It doesn’t pay to have your rigging tensioned thus (3, 7)
I4) Uncut, perhaps, or just to get your glider out of tune (6)
15) Points bring aerobatic manoeuvre to join (6)
17) Cumbrian town met Mr. Ware, we hear. Of air pressure (10)
200 Tell fibs on, or just what pilats do waiting for the wind? {3,5)
21) Frant of ghider is aware, we hear (4)
22] Pilot’s glove can be thrown down for chalfenge (8]
23] Caesar was warned about next month’s (4)

Luffing

1l Angle of attack or just frame of mind (8)

2) I'lf rearrange your mouth, son! Bumpy conditions (8)
4) Troubled site has a head (6]

5) Came in on target over rough sanded plot (4-6)

6/ What | do at an auction is in the same book (4)

/) Slippery customers at the backs of gliders? (4)
10) Smallest wager be unsorted mail in mint {7.3)
12) Two couples crease for 300 percent increase (B)
13) He finds a remedy for the glider rigged 11 min sink {8)
16) Some have a floating one, bul the Sealander — as far as

“cross’ goes — has — — (2.4)

18] The site marshall might wave one or just lag behind (4)
18) Pure confusion in South America (4)

Last month's winner

*

A LOT of you beat both
the late publications of
January Wings! and
postal difficulties to get
your entries in one time.

Winner of Crosstube-
word no. 4 was Murray
Hughes, of Manchester,
who will get his
catalogue and voucher
from Mainair in due .
course.

*

Sorry BiII

My apologies to Bill nick-name by which you

Walker for including his are usually known,
name in the list of non- (That is if they are
members In January printable! )

Wings! This was due Although you may be
to the fact that our well known to your
records show only a friends and other fliers,
W.A. Walker with no we al the Office, much
trace of a B. Walker. as we would like to,
To prevent this cannot possibly know

happening again please yvou all personally.
could you all help me by

putting, in brackets, any Janet Hayes

/2 Hartley Avenue, Leeds,

clearly — if you don‘t want to

LSE 2LP by February 28 (in the event of severe

1

n

14

2 3 |4 5 | 6 7

L] H EH B
H E N B
HEEEER SAEEEE
AdEEENEERE

HEENEREE JEE
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Wings! is typeset by Leeds Alternative Publications Lid.,
and printed by Arthur Wigley & Sons Lid., Leeds LS6 2AT.

Additional artwork by Harry Hammill
Commercial Editor: Svivia Howard, 4 Somerwood, Rodington, Nr. Shrewbury,
Shropshire (Upton Magna (074-377) 365)

BHGA Council: Ann WelchOBE.  Charrrnan: Roy Hill Longworth
0865 -8211I9)  Treasurer: Percy Moss ((M26-59924)

Fresiden

Members: David Bedding ((18444-T186), Howard Edwards (029671-2086), Diane
Hanlon (051-652-5918), John levers (049-525-4521), Clive Smith (0582-26229),
Colin Lark ({453-46542F, Bob Mackay (0792-813318), Ted Frater ((929-480634).

Council (Mlicers and stafl: Principal Executive Officer; Barry Blore (01235
4::3'“”.11. Secretary: Chrs Corston (0823-88140), Training: Bob Harrison (01706
53755). Medical Adviser: Dr Dunstan Hadley, BHGA Solicitor: Anthony
Maclaren, Membership Secretaryv: Janet Haves, Record and FAT Award Claims:
Rick Wilson, Radic Communications (Nficer: Dave Smith. (herseas Travel Ad:
viser: Len Hull

BRITISH HANG GLIDING ASSOUCIATION: 16TA Cheddon Road, Taunton,

Somerset TA2 TAH. Tel: (Ux23-85140)

WINGS! may be obtiined regularly by joining the BHGA, or on a subscniption of
L12 pain the UK. Those outside the UK are requested to send Sterhing International
Monev Orders E12 (surface mail) or £24 Gurmail) for an annual subseription
Details of membership will be sent on request. IN ALL CASES WRITE TO
FAUNTON, Wings! is published by the British Hang Gliding Association. The
views expressed i il are not necessarily those of the BHGA Council, 1its Officers,
Members or the Fditor

Contribunons are welcome. Articles should be typewritten if possible, Photo-
gruphs cind curtoons should be accompanied by the appropriate captions, and any
mikerial which is to be returned should be accompanied by a stamped and address-
ed envelope

'he Fditor reserves the right to edit contributions where necessary

o members or subscribers change address, or copies of Wings" do not arrive,
please contact the Membership Secretary at the Taunton Office. In all correspond-
ence mive your full name, address and AMEMBERSHIP KUMBER (il applicable)
Plesse give live weeks notice for changes of address il possible. IT you, vour ¢lub, or
any local hang ghiding sctivity gets written up in a local paper, national paper. or
mugasine, please send a copy to the Taunton Office for the BHGA Press Cuttings
collection. This apphies to the LK only,
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Wings! is edited and
designed by Stan Abbott
and published in the
second week of each
month by the BHGA (see

page 31)

Contributions for the magazine
ONLY should be sent to the
Editor at 72 Hartley Avenue,

Leeds, LS6 2LP

Tel 446701

ADVERTISING is dealt with
by the ~Commercial Editor,
while all other correspondence
including SUBSCRIPTIONS and
general queries should be sant
to the Taunton headquarters.
Both addresses are on P31.

DEADLINES

EDITORIAL (late news) —
March 1 (features) —
February 19

Advertising — orders by

February 19,
cancellation deadline
February 19.

Copy deadline — February
26.

ElNE) [E]
ADS INDEX

Index of display adverts not in
the classified section.

Aingwave Gliders — page 30
Flexiform — page 28

Hrway Hang Gliders = page 24
Hornet Microlights — page 10

R. Hurst (Alpine holidays) — poage 20
Mainair Sports — page B

Marthemn Glider Sales — page 19
Solar Wings — page 27

Sauihdown Sailwings page 25/ 12

A. Spooner (insurance) — page 2
page 12

tra Sports

In this issue

Pages 2—6 — News, including
world height record, Southern’s
operation fix-it, Shanklin
Festival/British Open latest, XC
League results.

Page 7 — Cosmopolitan with
Michael Carnet

Pages B—9 — Airmail
Pages 10 -11 — Power section

Pages 13—15 — news

Pages 16—17 — Gray Prize
winning article and competition
to win tickets to the Isle of
Wight.

Page 19 —
accident,
Page 20 — Micrometeorology,

gust cells

Anatomy of an

Pages 21 — 23 — Mick
Pollard’'s American dream, part
one.

Pages 25—-26 — Story of crash
victim Rod Surrage. Early days.

Pages 28—29 — Classified section

Page 31 — Mainair prize puzzle.

Competition news

THIS year’s crop of new gliders get their first
public showing on February 20—21 with a repeat

of last year’s successful
manufacturers’
competition,

Impetus for the event -
which some feared might be
dropped this year — has come
from Hiway's John levers and
BHGA Council has agreed to
award a trophy to the winning
manufacturer.

It was unclear as Wings!
went to Press which manufac-
turers would be at the event
in South Wales.

Teams of three will represent
each manufacturer with rules
stipulating that no team may
field League pilots who finished
within ten places of each other
last year.

The emphasis will be on per-
formance in each task rather
than on the overall **winner."

The event, based aft
Crickhowell, will be judged by
an ad hoc group from BHGA
Competitions Committee and
will be fully reported in March
Wings!

Owens 81-82

THE Owens Valley XC Classic,
is the only meet this year in

traditional large-scale week-
and-a-half-long extravaganza
style.

Entries are restricted to 50 pllots this
year. The top 18 pllots from the XO
Clissle ®] and the ‘hlp thifee I‘ig‘.l.d. “iﬂﬁ
pilots from the XO Open 81, are eligible
for eniry, There are 20 invitational
presitions open, and nine positions  from
the top pilois in the &2 Challenge Kaces,
Filots sceking inviiational positions
should write giving brief resaomé of their
XC experience, before March 15, 1982,

with m £5 filing fee.  There will b no
blankel Inviiations to foreign couniries
for ““teams.""

The XU I'.'hulli-llgl- Hares mre lllrlH'-IIu.]
wierkend meeels with entries lmitesd Lo 25
pilots paer event.

The Horizon Cup  brophy  will  be
nwarded to the pilot making the longest
opeen distance fMight originating in the
thwens  YVallewv. The conlest begins
immicdintely AFTER the X0 Classio,

XC Chullenge Konee u) = June 11 =13,

XC Challenge Race by — June 18 — 20

X Challenge Race o) — June 25 — 27,

RO Classie — July 1,2: practhes days.
duly & = W Contest Flving, July 11:
Fiv=In, nwards ceremony,

Huorizon Cup — July 12 thro Septemibser

Owens Valley Hang Gliding  Condor,
Star Houtes 4, Box 3A, Hishop, Califiornia
B354,

League

THE sixth National League
Championship welcomes the
XC League pilots — Allan
Smith, Marc Asquith, Bill
Walker, Brian Godden, Chris
Taylor, Peter Waterworth,
Philip Higgins — and three
other new faces.

The Tasks Commitbtes consisting of
Haobert Hailey, Groham Hobson and Bob
Calvert will do a ot of pre-planning

with euch League organiser, and they will
decide, with me, the tasks on the day,

Derek Evans

Women

IT is hoped once again to hold
a Ladies *“League’ alongside

the League this vear.

Flying in these competitions does nof
exclude vou from compeiing agalnsi men
ofl equal terms in other competitions,
of ¢ven flyving In ithe League proper if
s e prood enough.

Il does give syou the advantage of
competition experience.  Thers are Do
Enkry qllﬂ“ﬂrul‘lnnu wlhisr thnn heing @

competent  pilol (und belng a girl of
course ) =0 you don't have o be an ace
pllot to enter, though you probably sl
becomis onie by the end of the year.

Apari from anything else, i"s greal
fum! We My exactly the same lasks
as the men, bol we Ty last. This glves
us n chanee o pick thelr hridns on how
bt (o approach the tisk.

I think the others whe flew in the comp,
| ETE | VR would agres thal we wll learnt
n tremendous lol. We were all guite
Inexperienced at first — 1 only haad sl
fifieen or twenty hours logeed when |
flew in the fiest comp. last April.

S0 ull veu lndies oul theres, (we've
heard wll about yvou from  friends ol
Ieiends | o eXcses = juln in this NVEenr,
nnd make il a worthwhile competition.
Write o Dvrek Evans for details  of
where, when, and how much #fc.

Jenny Ganderton

Celtic

THIS year’s Dan-Air Celtic Cup
will be held in Wales from June
3-7.

Competitors are invited from  Ireland,
Wilrs and Seatland, with the besi five
from each counting in what is planned
ik n cross-country based on Pandy, near
Abérgavenny.

Gieneral organiser this year s Martin
Pingel, wnd informuation on accommodation
ete. s wvailable from him &l 24 Heal
Muaerdy, Morningion Mamilows,
Cuerphilly, Mid Glamorzan.

Eagles

AS announced in Wings! the
RAF Moray Eagles will be
holding a competition for
service fliers from May 4-8.

On recelpt of €5 entry fee further
detadls will be forwarded. Entries should
ber sent io 5gi, Pele Osborn, MUSF, KAF
Lossiemauth IVi1 85D, and cheques made
payable i Nonpas RAF Lossiemouth.

The competition will follow a similar
formal to last your with the emphasis on
RO Mying.

The number of competitors will be
limited &0 30 pilots who st the very
least  should be  of competent ridee
searing standwrd,

Pete Osborn can be contacied on RAF
Lossicmouth Ext 398 during office hours.
Army competilors  enter throogh  the
Army HG Centre,

(WIGLEY |

FRINTEES - LEEDYS LS8 2uT

Editor’s
message

HAVE you made a new
year's rasolution. Do you
fancy vyourself as a
budding John Pilger... or
even just an occasional
contributor to some off-
beat hang gliding mag

like Wings!

Have you ever submitted copy
to Wings! before and maybe
wondered what happened to it?
Did you scribble it on both
sides of a bus ticket and think
that somehow — by magic —
it would all get sorted out and
appear in print.

¥ the answer to this last
question is "yes”, take heart —
thare are lots of others like youl
Then go and stand in a corner
and ask yourself whether you
can honestly anawer yas to the
second question in the first
paragraph!!

81 B o) P

Now make & new year's
rasolution... it's quite simpla
really or | can hardly read
your copy the the chances of
the typesetters being able to
read it AFTER it's bean further
marked with editing and type
satting instructions are strictly
limited.

All you need do is — W you
have a typewriter, type your
articles DOUBLE SPACED or
avan TREBLE SPACED on ONE
SIDE of tha paper only.

For praference set your
typawriter margins at 60
characters.

LEAVE plenty of space at the
top and margins of aach sheet.

if you want to ba really helpful,
count the number of words
in your article.
if you can't type, then write
legibly, again preferably on
avery third line of a linad sheet
of paper and on ONE SIDE
only.

A word about deadlines...
don't think that just because
an article reaches me by the
final deadline it will sutomatically
go in Wings! Chances are it
won't if you cut it that fine and
don't warn me.

| work to numMarous
production deadlines through
the month and the final deadline
is just that — the last date
on which URGENT news can
be typeset and pasted up before
the final section of the
magazine goes to the printers.

Best bet is to let me know
if you're writing something and
when | can expect it For
preferance send it to arrive with

ma in the first two weeks of the
month.

* A decision by BHGA council
to increase my Editor's fee
means | now have to spend less
time asarning money alsewhere,
Best time to contact me is at
home all day Tuesdays and
Waeadnesdays.

Stan Abbott




